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Neville Bonner 
Primary School 
Ngunnawal Country 

5 November 
2020 

Newsletter-Term 
4 Week 4   

Dates to remember 
 

NOV 
5   Music Count Us In  
6   Canteen Day 
8-15  NAIDOC Week 
11  NAIDOC Assembly (Virtual) 
11  Remembrance Day 
13   JDRF One Walk 
25  Board Meeting 
25   M/T Preschool Disco 
26   T/F Preschool and K-6 Disco 
30   P & C Meeting 6.30pm 
 
DEC 
3-7  Gallery Walk 
8  M/T Semester 2 Reports go 
  home 
11   T/F and K-6 Semester 2  
  Reports go home 
17  Year 6 Graduation 
18  Year 6 Fun Day 
18  Last day of Term 4 

Notes home 
 School photos 

 Year 6 Graduation 

SMS texts home 

 Absence notification 
  

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

Board Chair: Amani Kerr 

  

NAIDOC WEEK 8-15 November 2020 

Always Was, Always Will Be 

Normally NAIDOC week celebrations are held around the country each July 

to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Peoples. This year due to COVID the date is 8-15  

November. Each year there is a theme which prompts everyone to learn 

more about our country's history, people and culture. In 2020the theme  

‘Always Was, Always Will Be’ reminds Australia that we are not a young 

country. Aboriginal and Torres Straits Islander people can trace their  

culture back past 65,000 years, making them the oldest living culture in the 

world. First Nations People have occupied and cared for this continent and 

were the first explores, navigators, farmers, scientists, astronomers and 

artists. NAIDOC 2020 invites all Australians to embrace the true history of 

this country—a history which dates back thousands of generations. It’s 

about seeing, hearing and learning the First nation 65,000+ year history of 

this county. We want all Australians to celebrate that we have the oldest, 

continual living culture on the planet. 
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SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 

Wednesdays 8.30-9.30am 

 
Every Wednesday morning our Parents and Citizen’s Association  (P&C) operates our Second Hand 
Uniform Shop. 

The shop is located outside, near Reception and is open between 8.30 and 9.30am. 

See more details with the P&C News in this Newsletter. 

CANTEEN THANK YOU DAY   

FRIDAY 6 NOVEMBER 

 
The community of Neville Bonner Primary School sends a huge thank you to our P&C and Canteen 
staff for the truly wonderful service that they provide through our school Canteen.  Staff and students 
love the scrumptious food prepared and served daily by Carolin and Haenam.  Parents and Carers are 
grateful for the opportunity to have a ‘day off’ from lunch preparations, knowing that their children 
will receive a healthy and appetising lunch order. 

 
Thank you Kylie, Natalie and the P&C team for your expert management of our Canteen service -  and 
you do all this as volunteers! 

 
Thank you Carolin and Haenam!  On this ACT inaugural Canteen Day, we want you to know that we 
think you are amazing!  We want you to know how grateful we are for all that you do for us.  You are 
our HEROES! 
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 Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I know you join me in sending a heartfelt thank you to 
our P&C and Canteen staff for the outstanding service 
they provide to our school through the Canteen.  In 
2020, ACT Nutrition Support Service along with the ACT 
Government has established the very first Canteen Day 
on 6 November, to acknowledge the role of Canteens in 
ACT schools. Our Canteen is managed by the Parents and 
Citizens’ Association.  You may not realise that the P&C 
executive members who manage the financial, employ-
ment and other aspects of the overall running of the 
Canteen are volunteers!  Yes- they do this work above 
and beyond their own paid employment and family re-
sponsibilities.  Kylie (President), Natalie (Treasurer), 
Jayne (Secretary) and their team provide many volunteer 
hours every week to ensure the management of the Can-
teen is effective and productive.  Along with our Canteen 
staff (Carolin and Haenam) we regard you as the HEROES 
of our SCHOOL – thank you! 
 
At our School Board meeting last week, the Staff Report 
mentioned the array of impressive displays of children’s 
work adorning the walls and corridors of the school. In 
these COVID times, it is difficult for our community to 
view these displays, so over the next few Newsletters I 
will include photos of the displays for your interest.  This 
week we are celebrating the artistic talents of Preschool 
Leaf Doctors and two displays by Year 6/5 Eco Sprouts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also in today’s Newsletter are some awesome ‘Learning 
Pages’ from Pollen Patrol, Fabulous Flying Foxes, Banksia 
Enthusiasts and Adaptable Eucalyptus. The ‘Learning 
Pages’ provide a snapshot of some of the interesting as-
pects of the children’s learning.  These snapshots are 
included in every second (even week) Newsletters. 
Elsewhere in Newsletter, you will find a form to com-
plete if your child/ren will not be attending Neville Bon-
ner Primary in 2021 (this is not applicable to Year 6 or 
preschool children).  This is very important information 
for our planning and staffing purposes.  Please complete 
the form, if you have not already done so, and return to 
Reception by 12 November. We do understand that 
some families are still waiting on ‘posting’ information 
and are currently unsure if they will be in Canberra in 
2021 – in these circumstances, we ask that you let us 
know as soon as is possible. 
 
REMINDERS: 

Please follow the school protocols in relation to  

professional service providers: 

Requests for teachers to complete forms for other pro-

fessionals (eg speech pathologists, occupational thera-

pists, psychologists): all requests are to be made through 

Reception  (allow three weeks from date of submission); 

do not give these forms to teachers 

Reports from other professionals eg speech 

pathologists, psychologists, occupational therapists: to 

be provided to Reception in a sealed envelope marked 

“Attention:  Principal” 

Requests for other professionals, eg  speech 

pathologists, psychologists, occupational therapists to 

visit the school for individual students are to be made 

through Reception, by leaving a message for Charissa 

 
Feedback for 2021:  attached to today’s Newsletter is a 
form for parents/carers to complete if you would like to 
provide feedback to us about your child’s placement in 
2021.  We are unable to take requests for particular 
teachers, rather we seek your feedback on your child’s 
needs and aspirations, so that we can make the best 
possible placement for them.   
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We greatly value your input.  We also ask the children 
for their ideas and choice of learning buddies. 
NOTE:   Parent/Carer feedback forms are due by FRIDAY 
13 NOVEMBER.  We are unable to accept late returns. 
 
HATS: all children need their sunhats and sunscreen at 
school everyday; sun hats need to be ‘sun smart’: legion-
naires, bucket or broad brimmed styles.  Caps are not 
‘sun smart’ and are not worn at school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LABEL CLOTHES and BELONGINGS: as the season is 
changing, please ensure that your child’s name is on all 
their property (eg drink bottles, lunch box) and clothing -
especially hats and jackets. 
 
As part of our social/emotional learning, the children 
and staff are focussing on the practical aspects of being 
kind and living a life of kindness.  What does being kind 
to others actually mean? Why is it important? What 
does this mean for our words and  
important? What does this mean for our words and ac-
tions? How do we be kind to ourselves?  At Neville Bon-
ner Primary School, one of our key sayings is: KINDNESS 
MATTERS.  We understand that when we all work to-
gether to make kindness ‘our way of being in the world’, 
then our worlds (school, family, community, global) are 
happy and supportive places to be.  
 
Have a restful weekend 
 
Fran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preschool 
The Preschool children are continuing to explore 
the concept of change. In the outdoor learning envi-
ronment, the children have noticed lots of changes 
as the season has turned to Spring. We are observ-
ing new leaves and flowers on the plants and trees 
and new insects moving into the gardens. The chil-
dren are also enjoying caring for the gardens 
through watering the plants each day. 
 
We are continuing to practise counting and number 
recognition with a new focus on determining one 
more or one less than a number. Some children are 
also extending this learning to begin to look at add-
ing two groups together to find out how many there 
are all together. The Preschool children are investi-
gating these ideas through songs, hands on games 
and activities, craft making and through watching 
educational videos. 
 
We have seen lots of increased interest in writing 
over the start of Term 4. The children are writing 
their names each day to ‘sign in’ to Preschool and 
are also including writing in their drawings and are 
using letters and words to make signs and posters 
to display in the learning environment. 
 
We have been revisiting discussions about what it 
means to be kind and we have all been enjoying 
adding links to our ‘Kindness Chains’. A new link is 
added to the chain each time an act of kindness is 
observed by the educators or the children them-
selves. We can’t wait to see how long our ‘Kindness 
Chains’ will get! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET YOUR 

All children must have 
their sun hats at school.  
Hats must be worn every 

play break and for outside 
learning.  Please ensure 
your children’s hats are 
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Kindergarten 
Ahoy me hearties! Kindergarten have been excited-

ly creating treasure maps and have discovered how 

to use the language of direction to navigate our way 

around the school. We have learnt many different 

things about pirates after reading ‘Tough Borris’ by 

Mem Fox. Do you know the reason pirates wear an 

eye patch? The kindergarten children do!  It’s actu-

ally to help their eyes adjust to the darkness when 

moving from a bright area into a darker area. 

The children have been using their measuring skills 

in maths to measure the length and capacity of 

different objects that will fit into our treasure 

chests. We are also creating our own pirate  

costumes and learning dances for our pirate fun 

day.  The kindergarten children recently attended 

the Questacon workshop during Children’s Week 

and learnt many fun and exciting things about fluids 

and velocity.  We loved learning more about science 

and technology through this interactive learning 

experience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 
 

In Year One we have been having lots of fun learn-

ing about Science. Over the last few weeks, we have 

been learning about sources of light and how light 

moves. We have been experimenting with torches, 

bubbles and mirrors to see how light reflects and 

refracts. Over the next few weeks, we are looking 

forward to learning more about sound and how it 

travels. Last week we were lucky enough to have 

the Questacon Science Circus visit us here at school, 

where we learnt all about fluids and how things fly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths we have been learning about how to read 

and make graphs. We have been collecting data and 

using this to make column graphs and pictographs. 

So far, we have graphed our favourite colours, fa-

vourite fruits, birthdays and eye colours.  

 
Year 2 
Wow, what an amazing two weeks. Last week we 
were visited by the Questacon Science Circus where 
we had a chance to watch how potential energy can 
be turned into kinetic energy to shoot a tennis ball 
in the air.  
 
“I think that Questacon was the best thing!” Pippa 
 
We have also been learning how to read maps, 
which has come in really handy as we practised our 
orienteering skills to complete an obstacle course.  
 
“I loved learning to read a map because it was like 
an adventure.” Ananya 
 
Do you like making stuff? We have been mixing it 
up with our scientific skills creating all kinds of mix-
tures including ooblecks and paper mache. 
 
“I like making mixtures and seeing if they mix to-
gether or separate.” Ranuth 
 
“Paper mache was really fun because I got to do 
lots of things with it.” Liyara 
 
In addition, the students made statements to de-
scribe the likelihood of everyday events. 
Did you know? “It is impossible to teleport to Africa 
but certain that I will be 10 in 3 years.” Alicia 
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Year 4/3 
 The Year 4/3 Learning Groups have been reading 

Charlotte’s Web as their novel this term. As each 

chapter unfolds and each character is introduced, 

we have seen them appear in our playground. It has 

been very exciting to watch our novel come to life. 

We have discovered many new words as we read 

the book too, such as ‘Hullabaloo’ and ‘Salutations’.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been focussing on improving our skills in 

division. There are many strategies you can use to 

solve a problem that involves division, including ar-

rays, equal groups and known multiplication facts. 

For example, if you know ‘6 x 3 = 18’ then you also 

know that ’18 ÷ 3 = 6’.   

In Week 3 we had a visit from Questacon. The pre-

senters showed us some incredible things.  We 

were amazed that a structure can be made stronger 

by using a specific shape for the pillars and energy 

can be passed from one object to another through 

different forces, such as ‘push’, ‘pull’ and ‘gravity’.  

Did you know that energy can be transferred from a 

bouncing basketball to a tennis ball if you drop 

them together? 

We wonder if you can work out what pillar shape is 

needed to make a structure strong? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6/5 
The Year 6/5 children and teachers are continually 

working hard in our learning spaces in preparation 

for the end of the year.  

Children have been learning about ‘Angles’ for 

Mathematics. They have been learning about iden-

tifying and classifying different types of angles, 

which are acute, right, obtuse, straight, reflex and 

revolution.  

For writing, children created ‘Creature alliteration 

poems’ and ‘Haiku poems’ using a range of poetic 

devices, such as ‘alliteration, metaphor and hyper-

bole’. It has been amazing to see children being so 

creative while writing their poems.  

Science has been quite interesting with opportuni-

ties to investigate about ‘Reflection, Refraction and 

Absorption of Light’. Children examined the refrac-

tion using a transparent glass of water and observ-

ing a pencil through it. This created curiosity about 

why the pencil appeared to be broken leading them 

to explore refraction of light. 

The Questacon visit was fun and engaging for Year 

6/5 children. It was a great opportunity for them to 

observe and learn about some of the interesting 

scientific investigations. They made predictions, 

came up with hypotheses and observed the experi-

ments about various scientific concepts, for exam-

ple, ‘Energy transfer’ and ‘Properties of matter’. 

Children have been excited about hosting our 

Ground Breakers’ Expo. They have been working 

hard in getting organised for the Expo and prepar-

ing for their presentations. 

There has been a lot of enthusiasm while discussing 

random acts of kindness. Children came up with 

their own ideas to be kind and inclusive while par-

ticipating in Learning Group discussions about 

‘Kindness Commitment’. 

We are looking forward to continuing with our hard 

work and interesting learning opportunities. 
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'Stuck On You' Fundraiser 

Need some new labels, backpacks, lunch boxes or Christmas gift ideas? We are running an end of year fundraiser with 
Stuck On You, head to https://www.stuckonyou.com.au/affiliate/fundraiser/NBPSPC to order, or enter the code NBPSPC 
at checkout. Orders are shipped straight to your address, so this is something you can share with friends and family 
across the country to help us fundraise! More information will be sent home next week, and keep an eye on our P&C FB 
page (https://www.facebook.com/NBPS.PandC) for some great product ideas! Get in early to ensure delivery before 
Christmas! 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 

Open Wednesdays 8.30am-9.30am near the red gates at the front of school. As we approach the end of the year, if you 
have any good quality uniforms you no longer need, please consider dropping them at the front office as a donation to 
our second hand uniform shop. 

Canteen 

Open for lunch Mon-Fri. Order on Flexischools or by cash to the Front Office between 8.30am and 9am.  

Birthday Catering 

Orders can only be placed at the front office between 8.30am and 9am, or via email nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com. 
Cost is $30 per class (cash only). 

Picture Plates 

Finished products are on their way, and we are hoping to distribute next week! 

Please note: To be completed if your child is not attending Neville Bonner Primary School in 2021. Yr 6 and Preschool 
parent/carers are not required to submit this form. 

(Please see more information about this form in Fran’s message at the beginning of this Newsletter.) 
MY CHILD WILL NOT BE ATTENDING  
NEVILLE BONNER PRIMARY IN 2021 

 

Please note: for administration purposes we require this information by Thursday 12 November. 
Please contact Fran, phone 6142 1201, by the same date if you need an extension to this deadline. 

 
Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Learning Group:       ___________________________________________________ 

School in 2021:   ___________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Carer name: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Signature:    ___________________________________________________ 
 
Date:   ______________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN TO RECEPTION BY THURSDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2020 
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