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Dates to remember 
NOVEMBER 
8/11 Kindergarten Information 
 Session 2019 
8/11 Kindergarten Orientation 
9/11 Preschool excursion to National 
 Gallery of Australia 
12&13/11 Yr 4/3 excursion - Birrigai 
13&14/11 Preschool excursion to National 
 Gallery of Australia 
13/11 Spring Soiree 
14/11 ‘One Walk’ Diabetes 
15/11 Jump Rope for Heart Day 
16/11 Kindergarten fire visit 
20/11 Kindergarten Orientation 
21/11 Bandstravaganza 

22/11 Kindergarten Orientation 

23/11 Preschool Jump Rope 

25/11 P&C Family Portrait fundraiser 

Notes home 
 One Walk 

 Jump Rope for Heart 
 Gingerbread House Fundraiser 
 Laura Jean Portrait Fundraiser 

 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

  

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Next week we have a particular focus on supporting the community.   As 
mentioned in last week’s Newsletter, the children and staff will be engaging in 
activities in support of a cure for type diabetes (One Walk) and research into heart 
health (Jump Rope for Heart).  The children are asked to bring a gold coin donation 
for each of these events.  They will be learning important information and concepts 
as well as gaining an appreciation of the importance of ‘giving’ in their 
development as socially aware citizens.  Giving is not simply about donating a gold 
coin, but more importantly, giving their time to consider and think about the needs 
of others and reflect on how the actions of each of us can contribute to a better 
world.  What an impact when our individual actions combine! 

Reminder notes for the Jump Rope for Heart and the One Walk events will be sent 
home this week. 

Accompanying today’s Newsletter is a form inviting parents/carers to provide 
feedback about their children’s placements in Learning Groups for 2019. We put 
great deal of time and thought into placing children in Learning Groups each year! 
We seek information from parents/carers about their children’s interests and 
learning need, information from the children about learning buddies and input 
from relevant stuff. All of this feedback informs our decisions in the formation of 
Learning Groups each year. These feedback forms are due on Thursday 15 
November.  Due to organisational requirements we are unable to accept late 
returns.   

REMINDERS 

• Parents/Carers are reminded that children in Kindergarten to Year 6 

should not arrive at school in the morning prior to 8.30am.  If being 

collected in the afternoon, children need to be met by adults at 3pm.  

Staff are unable to care for children before 8.30am or after 3pm.  I 

encourage you to contact Communities@Work for information about 

before and after school care opportunities.  If, at any time, there is an 

emergency preventing you from arriving at 3pm, please do not hesitate 

to call Reception – in these circumstances we would, of course, assist 

you.  This reminder is particularly focussed on the increasing number of 

children who are arriving at school well before 8.30am and those who 

are often not collected until well after 3pm. 

• Preschool children begin their day at 9am, and must be taken to their 

learning area by an adult.  Siblings at our school are not able to deliver 

preschool children to their groups.  Preschool children must be collected 

by 3pm. 

Christmas @ Forde 
24th November 2018 
10am - 1pm  
Heritage Park 
Cnr of Francis Forde Blvd & 
Zakharov Ave, Forde 
 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au/
mailto:fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:alfie966@me.com
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
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• Thank you to all families who are ensuring that 

children’s names are on their belongings – 

particularly jumpers!  It has been so much easier 

recently to return lost items.  We very much 

appreciate your diligence with this! 

• We are also grateful to you for applying sunscreen 

to your children before they leave home.  Teachers 

supervise the re-application prior to the second 

playbreak of the day. 

This week we are hosting Information Sessions for families of 
children who are currently in our Preschool and will be in 
Kindergarten at Neville Bonner Primary in 2019.  The children 
are also involved in Orientation experiences.  They were so 
little in February and now they are going to Kinder-how 
quickly they grow!  Information and Orientation 
opportunities for children new to Neville Bonner in 2019 will 
be offered in the weeks ahead. 

Our Year 6 students who will be attending Amaroo School in 
Year 7 participated in their transition visit yesterday.  They 
took part in a range of ‘high school’ activities and a tour of 
the school during their half day experience.  About this time 
of year, Year 6 children generally feel a mix of nerves and 
excitement about the next step in their schooling lives.  After 
visiting their prospective high school, the excitement side of 
things begins to overtake the nerves and whilst they are sad 
to leave primary school, they are ready and happy to look 
forward to Year 7!  

Many of the children, staff and families celebrated Diwali this 
week. We hope it was a very happy time for all! 

Have a restful weekend 

Fran 

Preschool 

It’s been a very busy fortnight at Preschool. We loved having 
our Grandparents and Special friends visit and join us for a 
special art activity and a lovely morning tea with all our 
friends. We have been continuing our unit of inquiry about 
Changes and as part of this we had our very first 
Kindergarten orientation visit. This is a chance for us to learn 
explore the differences between Preschool and Kindergarten 
and prepare us for the big change coming. At Kindergarten 
we met the teachers and we participated in a special craft 
activity.  

We have also been noticing some of the changes around us 
in the garden, such as the flowers blooming, the bees 
returning and the strawberries growing and some of us have 
even begun to grow sunflowers from seeds. We have also 
been exploring all the ways we have changed this year at 
Preschool, such as how we’ve grown taller and all the things 

we’ve learnt; how to write our names, draw portraits, slide 
down the pole, how to write, and reading books. 

Kindergarten 

We have been busily learning about what makes a memory 
special, and ways in which we can communicate our special 
memories to others.  We have learned that photos and 
objects can help us share our stories, and that important 
details, such as ‘where’, ‘when’ and ‘who’ need to be 
included.  

Some of the Kindergarten Learning Groups were lucky 
enough to attend the Year 6/5 Band’s concert and learn 
about the different sounds that instruments can make. We 
particularly enjoyed listening to the band play ‘The Saints go 
Marching in’.  

Last week, we were excited to welcome the Harrison 
Hoppers to Neville Bonner to show us their skipping skills in 
preparation for Jump Rope for Heart. They taught us about 
the importance of keeping fit and healthy in order to fight off 
heart disease.  We have also been gardening with our 
Learning Groups to make the East Coast Playground an 
enjoyable place to play, and taking responsibility for 
watering and looking after the plants. We are continuing to 
work hard to keep the area tidy and safe for other children.  

Year 1 

It has been an exciting time in Year 1 so far this term! On 
Monday of week 3, the Monday/Tuesday pre-schoolers 
came for a visit to check out our finished waterparks. We 
showed off our rides, and had a great time telling the pre-
schoolers all about the features of our parks, including the 
canteen and play areas. 

Last week was super busy, as we had a display from the 
Harrison Hoppers (that got us all excited about skipping), 
Grandparents and Special Friends Day, and the Gungahlin 
College sports day. We also started Master Classes on 
Tuesday afternoons where we chose something we are good 
at and wanted to know more about. We are having an 
awesome time challenging ourselves in Science, Soccer, 
Music, Digital Technology, Art and Creative writing.  

 

In English, we have been learning about rhyming words and 
couplet poetry. We are proud to share a poem created by 
one of the Learning Groups. 

 

A Couplet Poem 

- By the Immunity Boosters 
It’s nearly the end of year one, 

We think year two will be fun! 

We have walked, 
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And we’ve talked. 

We have learned about rhymes, 

And we have learned about times, 

In games we have been competing,  

And we have done lots of reading. 

Now it’s time to celebrate, 

Because Year One has been great! 

Year 2 

Is it really Week 4 already?! We have been so busy in Year 2, 
the time has just flown by! 

Our literacy unit for the coming weeks is Poetry. We have 
started looking at acrostic poems and identifying descriptive 
language to use when writing our own poems. There are 
some very creative minds amongst the Year 2 students! We 
can’t wait to share some of our writing with you. 

In Maths we have continued our work on Australian 
currency. We have taken our learning from previous weeks 
and applied it to real life situations, such as using 
supermarket catalogues to plan for grocery shopping within 
a budget. 

We have continued to create our own games in physical 
education and have begun to incorporate some of the 
fundamental motor skills used in skipping to prepare for 
Jump Rope for Heart, which is happening on Thursday Week 
5, in support of the Heart Foundation. Week 5 will be a very 
active week, with One Walk for Diabetes research happening 
on Wednesday. Let’s walk and jump together for a good 
cause! 

Year 4/3 

It has been a very poetic time up in Year 4/3 as we have been 
studying different types of poetry and poetic devices. It has 
been a pleasure to see what everyone can create, whether it 
is a limerick, a haiku or a quatrain. We have also been 
learning about concepts like personification and 
onomatopoeia to assist with our poems. What human traits 
(personification) would you give to a bed? (hungry, cuddly 
etc.) 

Mathematics has been rather colourful as we explore 
fractions. We have been using fractions to determine parts 
of a whole by creating, drawing and colouring our own 
fractions. We have also been adding fractions together using 
common denominators, such as ¼ + ¼ = 2 4⁄   A trivia question 
for you! What is the name of the line between the numerator 
and denominator in a fraction? It’s a Vinculum! 

Science has seen us watching objects twist and melt as we 
conduct a range of experiments to assist in our 
investigations. We are learning about how objects can 

change states of matter, particularly by melting them. The 
melted plastic fork has been a favourite with many so far! 

We have been travelling to different countries and learning 
about their schools in our Unit of Inquiry about Australia’s 
closest neighbours. We have been identifying the similarities 
and differences between Neville Bonner Primary School and 
schools in New Zealand, Timor-Leste, Indonesia and Papua 
New Guniea. We will become explorers ourselves when we 
embark on our Birrigai excursion early next week. Don’t 
forget to pack your hat and sunscreen, it’s going to be a hot 
day outside! 

Year 6/5 

The Year 6/5 children and teachers have made a flying start 
into our learning.  

Under the learning context of ‘Cause and Effect’ the children 
and teachers have been collectively analysing the effects of 
actions, such as cooperative learning, the environment and 
positive relationships on learning. This has led to a shared 
understanding of the learning needs of all members and 
refined or new practices. 

In Science, the children have predicted the outcome of 
layering liquids and conducted experiments to prove or 
disprove their theories. We also found that flies tended to be 
drawn to and trapped in these depending on the viscosity of 
the liquids.  

We continue to use teacher ‘think-a-louds’ to model long 
multiplication and division. It is rewarding to see children’s 
eyes light up when they have a ‘light bulb’ moment and gain 
a deeper understanding of these mathematical processes.  

As we move towards the end of the year we are very excited 
to be supporting our Year 6 children in their transition to high 
school and providing the Year 5 students with opportunities 
to better know their peers in other Learning Groups. 
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Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day 2018 
We would like to say a big thank you to all of our visitors who came to our school for 

Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day. The day started off with photo opportunities both at 

the front of the school and at the photo booths. The day progressed with our special visitors 

being welcomed at Yunggaballi, followed by visiting learning spaces to be part of an art 

experience. We then concluded the celebration with a community morning tea and an inspiring 

speech by Fran. Another big thank you goes to Woolworths in Bonner for your donation of fruit 

which the Year 6 leaders kindly offered to our visitors. We look forward to seeing many of you 

again next year! 
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Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day 
Window Display 

Please feel welcomes to come and see the window display on the library with all 

of the special artwork that was made on the day.  
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SPRING SOIREE 

A reminder that auditions for the Spring Soiree will be 
held this Friday, 9th November.  Students who returned 
their permission forms on Monday will be informed of 
their audition times by their Learning Group teacher.  
Please be prepared with anything you need for your 

audition.  Any USBs provided on Friday at the audition will 
be collected by Georgie and will be available for collection 

after the Soiree.  We look forward to the students 
showcasing their talents on Tuesday 13th November! 

 

JAM ON TOAST IS BACK AT BONNER IN TERM 4!  

Children will experience the creative sounds of JAM 
ON TOAST with the fabuloso children’s performer 
Jamie! With his exciting collection of original new 
songs from his series of Jam On Toast albums, Jamie 
performs a non-stop, interactive live musical journey 
that will have children joining in from start to finish. 

Jam on Toast will be coming to Neville Bonner 
Primary School on Thursday 6th December, Week 8.  

We can’t wait!  
 

 

 

Laura Jean Portrait Fundraiser 

We are hosting a Laura Jean Portrait Fundraiser on Sunday, November 25th.  For just $20, families can get a 15 
minute sitting, and a 10x13” professional family portrait and key ring, with the option to purchase additional 
images. Information has been sent home with children this week. For bookings, visit 
www.trybooking.com/437733 

 

Gingerbread House Fundraiser 

We are organising the always popular Gingerbread House fundraiser. Information about this is coming home 
to each family today, and next Tuesday for beginning of the week preschool groups. Gingerbread houses come 
in original, chocolate and gluten free options. All kits are free of nut, dairy, egg, palm oil, preservatives, added 
colours and are also kosher. Kits are $30 each. Order and payment details can be found in the information 
brought home by your child.  

 

Canteen 

Icy poles are now available at over the counter sales on Mondays and Fridays! And don’t forget, we still have 
all of our yummy menu items and meal deals available for lunch Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 
Try something new today! 

 

More information? 

Want to know more about the P&C or the above activities? Email us at nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com, 
or find us on FB! 

 

http://jamontoast.com.au/products-page/
http://www.trybooking.com/437733
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
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Please note: To be completed if your child is not attending Neville Bonner Primary School in 2019. Yr 6 and 

Preschool parent/carers are not required to submit this form. 

(Please see more information about this form in Fran’s message at the beginning of this Newsletter.) 
MY CHILD WILL NOT BE ATTENDING  
NEVILLE BONNER PRIMARY IN 2019 

 

Please note: for administration purposes we require this information by 3.30pm Friday 16 
November. Please contact Fran, phone 6142 1201, by the same date if you need an extension to this 

deadline. 

 
Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Learning Group:       ___________________________________________________ 
 

School in 2019:   ___________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Carer name: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Signature:    ___________________________________________________ 
 
Date:   ______________________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO RECEPTION BY FRIDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2018 
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iron 

 

ice 

 trial  

 Kindergarten 

The Glowing Greens have been 

busy investigating the sounds 

different letter combinations make. 

We created word lists and artwork 

based around the long ‘i' sound. 

We hope you don’t get a fright 

from our amazing night sky 

creations! 

lion 

 

tie 

 

light 

 
white  

 

pie 

 kite 

 

white 

 

bite 
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Be a 
teacher 

You have a phone Drive 
cars 

Buy what you like 
from the shops 

Do what you like. Except going 
through a red light 

Look after 
kids 

Eat spicy 
foods 

Drive 
Cars 

You can 
drink wine 

Use a sharp knife to cut 
vegetables 

The Famous Florets and June Bearers discussed and 

illustrated things that they wish to do when they are 

adults. 

You can 
sleep in 

Buy 
marshmallows 

Buy 
things 

Drink 
Soda 

You can tuck 
yourself into bed  

You can drink 
coffee 

You can eat food that 
is not cut 

Ride 
Motorbikes 

Go to 
work 

You work to get 
money 

You get 
taller 


