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Neville Bonner 
Primary School 
Ngunnawal Country 

25 March 2021 
Newsletter- 

Term 1 Week 8 

Dates to remember 
 
MAR  
24/3-26/3 Rescheduled -Year 5 Camp 
  The Tops 
28/3  Neville Bonner’s Birthday 
29/3  North Gungahlin Swimming—
  Stromlo 
31/3  Assembly 9.20am Junior & 
  9.55am Senior 
 
APR 
1/4  Last day of Term 1 
2/4  Good Friday Public Holiday 
12/4  Ramadan begins 
19/4  First day of Term 2 
20/4  NAPLAN Information meeting 
26/4  ANZAC day Public Holiday 
27/4  ‘Cross Country’ Carnival 
29/4  Preschool T/F ‘Cross County’ 
  Carnival 

Notes home 
 North Gungahlin Swimming 

 Reschedule Year 5 Camp 

SAS texts/emails home 

 Absences 

 Year 5 camp postponed 

 Year 5 camp rescheduled 

 Week 8 Assembly  

 

School contacts 
 Principal: Fran Dawning 

fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 
Deputy Principals: Ian Blackwell 
ian.blackwell@ed.act.edu.au 
Sacha Steinbeck 
sascha.steinbeck@ed.act.edu.au 
Melissa Brough 
melissa-louise.brough@ed.act.edu.au 

 
P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 
Board Chair: Amani Kerr 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

It is hard to believe that the first term of 2021 is coming to an end.  It has been challenging trying 

to fit the usual ten week term into nine weeks!  The children are definitely becoming tired and will 

enjoy a rest at the end of next week.   

In this short term, the children have engaged in many learning and extra-curricular opportunities, 

including: 

 

• School Swimming Carnival 

• Kindergarten Excursion to The National Art Gallery and The National Portrait Gallery 

• Yr 6 Camp Cooba 

• Yr 5 Camp at Stanwell Tops 

• Celebration of Harmony Day 

• Celebration of Neville Bonner’s Birthday (next week) 

• Assembly performances 

• Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 

• District Swimming Carnival (next week) 

 

The staff have hosted Information Evenings and have met parents/carers at Getting To Know You 

Yarns.  The staff have also participated in some excellent professional learning, including positive 

ways to promote children’s social-emotional understandings, supporting learning for children for 

whom English is not the first language, learning with Mathletics, learning with Reading Eggs and 

furthering their knowledge of Sound Waves as a spelling resource.  Staff undertake this type of 

professional learning outside of their teaching hours, dedicating at least two afternoons each 

week to meetings and furthering their own learning to improve their practice so that the children 

have the best possible opportunities to grow as learners.   

What a lot of activity in just nine weeks! 

 

Reminders for next term: 

• Tuesday 20 April: NAPLAN Information meeting for parents/carers of Yr3 and 5 children 

• Monday 26 April: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

• Tuesday 27 April: School ‘Cross Country’ Carnival (Thursday 29 April: T/F Preschool ‘Cross 

Country’ Carnival) 

Next week’s Newsletter is our short “Information Update” version, so I will take the opportunity 

this week to wish you a very happy Easter and holiday. I hope the Easter bunny hops your way and 

brings lots of joy (and delicious chocolate!) 

 

Fran 

REMINDER  

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 IS THURSDAY 1 APRIL 

**SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON FRIDAY 2 APRIL** 

DAY LIGHT SAVINGS ENDS SUNDAY 4 APRIL 

TERM 2 BEGINS ON MONDAY 19 APRIL 

** SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON MONDAY 26 APRIL** 
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Preschool 
Over the past few weeks, all of the Preschool Learning 

Groups have been a part of some of the schools’  

emergency practices.  The school has practised our 

Emergency Evacuation and ‘Lock Down’ procedures.  

Within each Learning Group, children discuss the  

process of the emergency procedures to prepare for the 

practice.  Sometimes, this could be the first time that 

children have experienced hearing instructions over a 

speaker system and been involved with these  

procedures. The children have responded well and have 

learnt the procedures with ease! 

To celebrate Harmony Day, Preschool children have 

been decorating their own, large puzzle piece.  These 

puzzle pieces will be joined to represent each child as 

being unique and coming together as a group.   

Throughout the Preschool Learning Groups, a common 

interest has been to revisit pretend play spaces.   

Children have been creating different types of kitchens 

both inside and outside.  Pretend play is a great way to 

continue developing peer friendships. Throughout each 

session, children have been pretending to create many 

different dishes, along with a few ice-cream shops too. 

One of the most common questions, which we will put 

to you, is ‘What is your favourite flavour ice cream?’ 

 

Kindergarten 
Kindergarten children braved the wet weather and went 
on their first excursion this week to the National Portrait 
Gallery and National Art Gallery.  We were very excited 
to be learning how portraits could include images to give 
us clues about the person in the  portrait and to look at 
art works (including sculptures) which depicted families 
and family relationships.  Here is what a few  of the   
kindergarten children had to say about their day when 
asked, ”What was your favourite thing about the  
excursion at the National Portrait Gallery and National 
Art Gallery?  Why was this your favourite thing?” 
 

“Going on the  bus and driving. I liked looking at the fake 
people with fake hair”.  Aaliyah 

“I enjoyed the bus because I had never been on a bus.  I 
liked looking at the cool pictures”.  Raed 

“I  enjoyed riding the bus. I liked looking at the pictures”. 
Nella 

“Going on the fast bus. Seeing the water fountain  at the 
art gallery”. Abdullah 

“The   dresses at the art gallery and the electric hearts at 
the portrait gallery”. Besan 

“I enjoyed drawing aliens at the art gallery”. Adam 

“The electric hearts at the portrait gallery and making 
my own Skywhale”. Zara 

“The bus and making the funny lion at the art gallery”.  

Milla 

“Listening to the Seven Sisters story  because they 
turned into stars”. Oliver 

“I liked the Skywhales because they were very  

interesting to look at”. Louis 

“The hearts, because they were  glowing and hot lots of 
energy”. Pari 

“I liked the paintings. They were very colourful”. Thabo 

 
All of the children and adults had a fabulous time and 
learnt new things at both  of these amazing galleries. 
This experience enriched our understanding of how we 
are all different, have a variety of interests and family 
structures and that this is something to be celebrated. 
You might like to visit the National Portrait Gallery and 
the National Art Gallery with your kindergarten children 
over the school holidays and let them share with you 
their confidence in getting around the gallery and their 
expert knowledge of the stories that can be found in the 
works of art. 
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Year 1 
This week Year One is excited to learn more about  
Neville Bonner’s birthday. This is exciting news as we get 
to learn more about who Neville Bonner was and the 
incredible things he did! Neville Bonner’s birthday allows 
us to get our thinking caps on as we reflect on his  
advocacy for Indigenous rights.  
 
“Neville Bonner was really brave because he stood up 
for what he believed in and I’m going to do that too”. - 
Danyom 
 
“I like Neville Bonner because he did a kind thing to help 
others”. - Maria 
 
“Our school is called Neville Bonner because there used 
to be an Aboriginal man called Neville Bonner”. -  
Maxwell 
 

 
 
Last week on the 21st March it was Harmony Day,  
Learning Groups discussed the importance of kindness 
and actions we can take to show kindness matters. In 
alignment with our Respectful Relationship Framework, 
our ‘Ripple Kindness Program’, Learning Groups  
discussed the importance of being ‘bucket fillers’ and 
how our actions can impact other people. Here are some 
examples of things Year One can do to ‘fill other  
people’s buckets’. 
 
“Ask people if they are OK”. - Ethan 
 
“Say hi to people and smile”. - Zander 
 
“You can say something you like about the person”. - 
Teejas  

 
 
Year 2 
Tick Tock Tick Tock! What’s the time Mr Wolf?  
The year two children have been immersed in learning 
about time. The children have discovered that the big 
hand shows the minutes and the small hand shows the 
hours. Each child has made their own analogue clockface 
to track different times throughout the day, including 
eating times and play breaks. The children have also 
learned how to identify and represent, ‘half past’ the 
hour on an analogue clock.  

The children have been busy investigating places around 
Canberra that are special to the Ngunnawal  
people. We have learned about Mount Ainslie, Black 
Mountain, Yankee Hat and Scar trees. We have been 
discussing the significance of these places and the ways 
in which we can care for them, and the environment 
around them in order to preserve these important  
Treasures. 
As the weather gets colder, we ask that all families  
ensure that their child brings a school jumper each day. 
A reminder too, to ensure that all your child’s belongings 
are labelled, so they can be returned quickly if lost. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Year 3 
What has your child been learning about in writing  

lessons? Year 3 have been looking at the various ways 

they can get their point across when writing a persuasive 

text. They have been using modal words, rhetorical 

questions, persuasive language and topic sentences to 

argue their point of view.  

We have been discussing a range of topics, for example, 

‘Dogs make the best pets’, ‘School should be online’, and 

‘Movies are better than books.’  

Here are some of their incredibly persuasive points of 

view.   

Thomas – ‘Movies are more enjoyable than books  

because movies include only the most enjoyable parts. 

Movies are visually appealing and bring imagination to 

life.’ 

Rayyan – ‘Do you ever think about why homework is so 

unfair?’  

Vaelua – ‘I think all children should play sport on the 

weekend. Playing sport is fun, it keeps you fit and 

healthy and you can make friends when you play sport.’  

Nishtha – ‘Movies are better than books because we can 

have popcorn and a slushy.’ 

Willow –‘If school is online you will not get to see or play 

with your friends.’ 

Year 3 encourage you to try out your persuasive skills. 

Have a discussion about one of the topics listed above. 
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Year 4 
Over the past couple of weeks, the Year 4 children have 

been busy exploring mental computation strategies. 

These have included working with the jump, split, and 

computation strategies, as well as  addition and  

subtraction algorithms. The children have applied their 

knowledge of the strategies to solve two-step word 

problems involving addition or subtraction. 

Olivia explains the ‘Compensation strategy’ to solve 

64+89 by drawing a number line, jumping forward by a 

number ending in zero that is larger than the number 

being added, and then jumping back slightly to make up 

the difference. She explained that the ‘Compensation 

method’ is best used when the number being added is 

close to a ten. 

Aarav explains that addition algorithm is best used when 
adding multiple numbers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask your child to explain a strategy they have learnt to 

you. 

 
 
Year 5 
Year 5 continue to explore answers to their excellent 
astronomical questions this term such as ‘How do stars 
form?’, ‘Are there other life forms on other planets?’, 
‘Will we ever travel to space?’ and ‘How cold is space?’. 
In answering these questions, year fives are enriching 
their knowledge of astronomy but are also learning how 
to research effectively and critically and they are  
learning how to use scientific reasoning to observe the 
natural universe.  
 
 

 
The students are also making great strides in their  
approach to the Chief Minister's Reading Challenge. 
Some of the novels that are being devoured are ‘Harry 
Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban’, ‘The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn’ and ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid - the  
Meltdown’.  
 
Foremost in the mind of many students (and teachers) is 
the upcoming school camp at Stanwell Tops. We  
commend the students for their resilience and  
cheerfulness in coping with the disappointment of the 
postponement due to rain. Students are looking forward 
to the sun coming out and our Camp being full of  
positive experiences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 
Year 6 students have been diving into our science unit 
on micro-organisms! We’ve been learning about yeast 
and it’s role in bread-making. So far, we’ve completed 2 
experiments where we learned what yeast needs to be 
active and produce carbon dioxide. Last week we also 
had the opportunity to make (and then eat!) bread! Next 
time you’re cooking using yeast, ask your child to help 
prepare the yeast with you. 
 
 To finish off our science unit this term, we’ll be learning 

about mould - heads up that your child might hunt 

through your fridge to find their own mould specimens 

at home! 
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Over the Counter Sales 

For week 9 only, canteen over the counter sales will be on THURSDAY (last day of term 1) for K-6 children. 

 

Canteen 

Open for lunch Mon-Fri. Order on Flexischools or by cash to the canteen between 8.30am and 9am.  

 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 

It's starting to get cold, come and grab a warm jacket! Open Wednesdays 8.30am-9.30am near the canteen. We also take 
donations of good quality, second hand uniforms. 

  

Birthday Catering 

Orders can be placed at the canteen between 8.30am and 12pm, or via email nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com. Cost is $30 
per class (cash only). 

  

Entertainment Memberships 
Entertainment memberships are available. If you would like to support Canberra businesses and get a discount, check out the 
latest entertainment memberships at www.entbook.com.au/2787i1.  

  

Scholastic Book Club 

We have some Issue 1 orders missing their owners! If this is you, please contact the front office or email us: neville-
bonnerps.pandc@gmail.com.  

 

 

Hand Writing 
The letter focus for the next few weeks includes a revision of the whole term. We will  
revising pull back letters such as, c, o, a, d, g, q, f, pull down, up and over letters such as r, m, n, h, b, k, p 

and pull down letters such as l, t, i, j, u, v, w, y.  
 
Younger children will be combining letter formation with correct pencil grip, spacing 
and size. 

The older children will work on size, slope and connecting the letters in cursive. 

We encourage you to take opportunities to have fun writing at home.  

Younger children could practice writing their name. 

Older children could keep a diary or write a letter to a friend. 
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Student Access Codes for Soundwaves on-line were sent home to families last week, as part of our Home Learning 

roll-out. 

The children can use their code to access www.soundwaveskids.com.au for the following activities. 

• Practise pronunciation: Watch the Pronunciation and Chant and Action videos in the Sound Info Kit available 

within every Sound Unit. These videos are great for modelling and practising the correct pronunciation of a focus 

sound. 

• Sing along to all 43 sounds: Also available within the Sound Info Kit are two video clips of songs that feature 

all of the 43 sounds – great for a singalong. 
Play the interactive games: Games such as Match Up, Unjumbler, Grapheme Trek and Grapheme Sort are availa-
ble in every Sound Unit and are a fun and engaging way to work with the week ’s List Words. 
The following units are the units children will be completing in weeks 9 and 1 (Term 2). If you have any concerns 

about your child accessing Soundwaves online, please contact your child ’s Learning Group teacher. 

Spelling – Weeks 9 and 1 Areas of Focus 

Year Level 
Sound Unit - Week 9 

                        (Term 1) 

Sound Unit - Week 1 

                        (Term 2) 

Focus Concepts 

 for Week 9 (Term 1) 
and Week 1 (Term 2) 

  
Kindergar-
ten 

  
  

 

 

  

Revising chants and actions daily 
Brainstorming words that begin 

with the focus sounds 

Years 1 – 3 

  

  

Year 1 
Questions 
Capitals 

Year 2 
Rhyming 
Singular/Plural 
Compound words 

Year 3 
Adding ‘ing’ 
Adding ‘s’ or ‘es’ 
Synonyms 

Years 4 – 6 

  
  

 

 

 

Year 4 
Adding ‘s, es, ed and ing’ to words 

ending in y 
Prefix: fare 
Antonyms 

Year 5 
Definitions 
Combining syllables 
Suffix: ish 
Greek and Latin Roots 

Year 6 
Homophones 
Words ending with ic and er ar or a 

e i o u in the last syllable 
Suffixes: ly, cy, al 
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We are either a monkey with a tail or a gorilla 

without a tail. We must try and steal a monkey’s 

tail to change into a monkey. We are using 

different movement skills, so we don’t get 

caught. 
We are playing a modified version of cricket. 

Batters must strike the ball and run to a post 

and back to score runs. Fielders are trying to 

catch or return the ball to the bowler as fast 

as possible. 

 

 
We are using different types of  

communication to manoeuvre our tank. 

We are clearing our yard by picking up bean bags and throwing 

over them the fence into the other team’s yard. 

We are using teamwork to travel through space to 

collect a fuel cell and return it to our space station. 

We are trying to avoid being tipped 

by running, dodging, and  

performing the immunity exercise 

(star jumps).  

‘All of these games are played using a games sense approach and cover a variety of Fundamental Movement Skills such as:  

running, balance, throwing, catching, dodging, striking and fielding.’ 

We are trying different throwing techniques 

to see which one is most accurate. 
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