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Dear Parents and Carers 

I am wondering how we came to the end of term 2 so quickly!   It has definitely 
been  busy , but I hope one of fun, joy and exciting learning for the children.  I have 
had the great privilege of reading all the children’s Reports over the last two weeks.  
I hope you enjoy reading your child’s Report as much as I did.  Today you will 
receive your child’s Portfolio with the Report included.  We encourage you to read 
the Report in conjunction with the Portfolio, as it provides a context for the 
children’s learning throughout the semester. 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter is information about Three Way Yarns which will be 
held early next term.  These Yarns are led by the children, who, together with their 
parents/carers, plan the learning goals for the next part of the year.   

If, at any time, you would like to speak with your child’s teacher about the Report, 
progress or other learning matters, you are invited to seek an appointment with the 
Learning Group teacher.  We encourage you to keep abreast of your child’s learning, 
so  please feel very welcome to make appointments for face to face and  phone call 
conversations with the teachers, throughout the year.    

Last Thursday was our Winter Soiree.  Thank you to all families who brought their 
children along to perform and share their varied talents with our community.  From 
magic to song to dance and gymnastics – we loved it all.  Thank you to Kimberley for 
organising our evening and our special thanks to all the children who entertained 
us!  Our next Soiree is in spring – so start rehearsing! 

NAIDOC Week 2018 begins on Sunday 8 July.  The theme for this year is Because of 
Her We Can 

Below I have included some information for you from the NAIDOC Week website.  
This week, Yr 6/5 Banangopines led Assembly and shared information with us about 
significant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women.  Throughout  Canberra over  
the coming two weeks, there will be many opportunities to learn from NAIDOC 
Week.  I encourage you to take your children – a wonderful way to learn more 
about our first Australians.  

 

NAIDOC WEEK 2018 
Under the theme - Because of Her, We Can! - NAIDOC Week 2018 will be held 
nationally from Sunday 8 July and continue through to Sunday 15 July. 
As pillars of our society, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women have played – 
and continue to play - active and significant roles at the community, local, state and 
national levels.  

 

Dates to remember 
JULY 
6 Reports and Portfolios Home 
 (Th/Fr Pre & K-6) 
6 Last day of Term 2 
23 First day of Term 3 

 

Notes home 
  

 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many people have been enjoying 
their Entertainment memberships for 

season 17/18, I know I have! The 
Entertainment Company have added 

a great offer, please see attached 
document to view this added bonus 

and order your entertainment 
membership today. If you would like 

to order a hard copy book please 
select pick up and I will deliver the 
book to the school office for you to 

collect. 

 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
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As leaders, trailblazers, politicians, activists and social 
change advocates, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women fought and continue to fight, for justice, equal 
rights, our rights to country, for law and justice, access to 
education, employment and to maintain and celebrate our 
culture, language, music and art. 
They continue to influence as doctors, lawyers, teachers, 
electricians, chefs, nurses, architects, rangers, emergency 
and defence personnel, writers, volunteers, chief executive 
officers, actors, singer songwriters, journalists, 
entrepreneurs, media personalities, board members, 
accountants, academics, sporting icons and Olympians, the 
list goes on. 
They are our mothers, our elders, our grandmothers, our 
aunties, our sisters and our daughters. 
Sadly, Indigenous women’s role in our cultural, social and 
political survival has often been invisible, unsung or 
diminished. 
For at least 65,000 years, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women have carried our dreaming stories, 
songlines, languages and knowledge that have kept our 
culture strong and enriched us as the oldest continuing 
culture on the planet. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women were there at 
first contact. 
They were there at the Torres Strait Pearlers strike in 1936, 
the Day of Mourning in 1938, the 1939 Cummeragunja 
Walk-Off, at the 1946 Pilbara pastoral workers' strike, the 
1965 Freedom Rides, the Wave Hill walk off in 1966, on the 
front line of the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in 1972 and at 
the drafting of the Uluru Statement. 
They have marched, protested and spoken at 
demonstrations and national gatherings for the proper 
recognition of our rights and calling for national reform 
and justice. 
Our women were heavily involved in the campaign for the 
1967 Referendum and also put up their hands to represent 
their people at the establishment of national advocacy and 
representative bodies from the National Aboriginal 
Congress (NAC) to ATSIC to Land Councils and onto the 
National Congress for Australia’s First Peoples. 
They often did so while caring for our families, maintaining 
our homes and breaking down cultural and 
institutionalised barriers and gender stereotypes. 
Our women did so because they demanded a better life, 
greater opportunities and - in many cases equal rights - for 
our children, our families and our people. 
They were pioneering women like Barangaroo, Truganini, 
Gladys Elphick, Fannie Cochrane-Smith, Evelyn Scott, Pearl 
Gibbs, Oodgeroo Noonuccal, Celuia Mapo Salee, 
Thancoupie, Justine Saunders, Gladys Nicholls, Flo 
Kennedy, Essie Coffey, Isabel Coe, Emily Kame Kngwarreye, 

Eleanor Harding, Mum Shirl, Ellie Gaffney and Gladys 
Tybingoompa. 
Today, they are trailblazers like Joyce Clague, Yalmay 
Yunupingu, Evonne Goolagong Cawley, Nova Peris, Carol 
Martin, Elizabeth Morgan, Barbara Shaw, Rose Richards, 
Vonda Malone, Margaret Valadian, Lowitja O’Donoghue, 
June Oscar, Pat O’Shane, Pat Anderson Jill Milroy, Banduk 
Marika, Linda Burney and Rosalie Kunoth-Monks – to name 
but a few. 
Their achievements, their voice, their unwavering passion 
give us strength and have empowered past generations 
and paved the way for generations to come. 
Because of her, we can! 
 

I wish you all a happy time with your children over the 
next two weeks.  We look forward to seeing you on 
Monday 23 July for the start of the new term! 

Fran 

Preschool 

Preschool children ended this term’s Unit of Inquiry (Being: 
Healthy Me) with a ‘Living the Learning’ experience. We 
invited families to come and join us for an hour of healthy 
eating and fun activities last week. Within their learning 
groups, the children enjoyed making some fresh hummus 
(see recipe below) for families to dip vegetables into 
during the experience. Thank you to all families who were 
able to attend and/or donated ingredients. The Preschool 
Team would also like to extend a thank you (again) to all 
family members who gave time to help us with our recent 
excursions to the Botanic Gardens and the Athletics 
Carnival. With your assistance, the children all seemed to 
have a great time participating in the novelty events at the 
Carnival. Another big thank you also to Bunnings, who 
recently donated their time and the materials to build an 
outdoors cubby house for the children in the shape of a 
teepee. The teepee is surrounded by climbing plants, and 
when they grow the structure will look amazing. We can’t 
wait! 

Here’s the hummus recipe for you to try at home: 

•One garlic clove 
•One teaspoon of tahini 
•Juice of one lemon 
•Generous splash of oil 
•Two cans of chick peas (drained 
and rinsed) 
•A pinch of salt 
 
 Blend together until smooth (if it’s too thick, add more 
oil). 
 Enjoy! 
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Kindergarten 

Kindergarten children have been working extremely hard 
as we near the end of the term.  We were proud to share 
our Unit of Inquiry learning with our adults, sharing with 
them our own special places, what makes them special 
and how we can look after them.  We have also continued 
to learn in Science about different kinds of weather, the 
clothes appropriate to each, as well as the activities we 
can do when it is sunny, rainy, snowy or windy. 

In English, we have been learning the sounds that 
combinations of letters make together. Some of the 
sounds we have been learning are ‘th’, ‘ch’ and ‘sh’. We 
call these ‘digraphs’.  We have identified these during 
‘Read Aloud’ lessons, as well as brainstormed different 
words containing the digraphs.  Each Kindergarten class 
has read different stories with a focus on digraphs, rhyme 
and some other elements that authors use to engage their 
readers, for example, reading ‘Sharing a Shell’ by Julia 
Donaldson when focusing on the ‘sh’ digraph. 

Finally, after training hard for the athletics carnival the 
Kindergarten children were delighted to participate in 
games and races that required cooperation and team 
spirit.  We would like to thank all the adults who came to 
support us on the day! 

Year 1 

Wow! What a wonderful time we’ve had this term! Year 
One have been reflecting on all of the lovely learning and 
exciting events in terrific Term Two. We got ready, set and 
ran rings around each other at the annual Neville Bonner 
Primary School Cross Country Carnival and Athletics 
Carnival. We read a lot of books and learnt how to write 
interesting narratives. We even published them just like 
real authors and drew pictures just like real illustrators! 
We learnt how to add numbers, subtract numbers and 
have fun with numbers. We now know our friends of 10, 
doubles, counting on and counting back strategies – just to 
name a few! We had an exciting excursion to the 
Tuggeranong Schoolhouse Museum to learn about how 
times have changed. Can you believe that some of us 
dressed up as an olden-day professor, saw an outdoor 
toilet and had a go of the cane? 

We had a terrific Term Two and we can’t to see Term 
Three has in store for us! 

Year 2 

It’s hard to believe we are halfway through the school 
year! As part of our Unit of Inquiry this term and after our 
visit to Hall School Museum, Year 2 have been learning to 
do french knitting and discussing how this process is 
different to the ways we source clothing today. This has 

been a rich learning experience, providing opportunities 
for the children to work in small groups and learn from 
each other. You may have spotted this knitting making its 
way home with your child! In English we have been 
exploring the features of an information text and learning 
some new facts about a range of animals. We have been 
revising multiplication in Maths and working on our 
addition and subtraction number facts. We hope you all 
have a restful break, we are very much looking forward to 
Term 3! 

Year 4/3 

The Year 4/3 students have been busy finishing off their 
learning for Term 2. They have been measuring shadows in 
Science, creating and sharing interactive slides from their 
Unit of Inquiry, graphing and tallying a range of data in 
Mathematics and writing fables using interesting language 
choices. 

The students have also been reflecting on this semester by 
viewing their portfolios. They are all very excited to share 
all their hard work from the last 20 weeks of school.  It is 
amazing to see how much progress the students have 
made in such a short time and the portfolios are a perfect 
way to illustrate it. 

Term 3 is already been planned and organised and the 
teachers are looking forward to integrating our new 
Chromebooks in the students’ day. We are all looking 
forward to a big rest to get ready for an action-packed 
Term 3. We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday break. 

Year 6/5 

Week Ten has been a particularly busy and exciting one for 
the Year 6/5 Students. They have been involved in ‘Peer 
Leaders’ Training’ activities as they prepare for ‘The Peer 
Support Program’ which they will lead next term. Activities 
have focused on leadership skills, establishing and 
maintain relationships, strategies to lead a group and the 
opportunity to practise preparing and facilitating activities. 
‘The Peer Support Program’ provides a fun and engaging 
environment for young people to address social issues and  
promotes wellbeing, which encourages positive 
relationships, connectedness and a sense of responsibility. 

Next term Year 6/5 Students will be meeting weekly with 
the same group, made up of children from Kindergarten 
through to Year 4, to lead them through various activities 
designed to develop skills needed to foster successful 
friendships, an integral part of our School’s ‘Respectful 
Relationship Framework’. Each group will be supported by 
a supervising teacher. Peer Leaders will have the 
opportunity to reflect upon each session and implement 
changes or new strategies in subsequent sessions.  Parents 
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and Carers can help develop their children’s leadership 
skills and foster a positive connection between home and 
school by discussing with their children the activities, and 
asking questions about the concepts they will be 
developing each week. 

The Unit of Inquiry topics ‘Bushfires and Floods’ and 
‘Needs and Wants’ and English ‘Information texts’ have 
been concluded with the sharing of ‘Television News 
Reports’ covering a selected natural disaster in Australia.  
In Maths lessons children have been working with the 
Cartesian coordinate system using all four quadrants and 
looking at how this can be used in mapping and aerial 
photographs.  
Week Ten has also been NAIDOC WEEK, a very special 
week for us. This year’s theme is, ‘Because of her we can’ – 
a powerful reminder of the contributions made by 
Indigenous women who have made our society what it is 
today.  And so we wrap up the end of a very busy semester 
filled with lots of learning and new experiences. We wish 
all our families and safe and restful holiday and look 
forward to returning for another semester of learning. 

Music 

This semester in Music, children 
across K-6 have shared focus on 
learning to drum and different 
techniques involved in counting, 
maintaining beat and rhythm! 

They have also shared the love of 
singing with different songs across 
the age groups including Kindergarten favourits Snail Snail, 
Year 1 getting into One Sunny Day, Year 2 enjoying Peas 
Porridge (yuck!), Year 4/3 Sailing on the Ocean and Year 
6/5 discovering Dragon in a Bear Trap to name just a small 
selection of repertoire they can confidently sing! 

It has been wonderful and gratifying to see the music 
literacy progress of Years 1-6, with all children being able 
to point to the beat and draw increasingly complex rhythm 
notation from ta, ti-ti, za, through to ti-ka-ti-ka and too. As 
their confidence increases in reading and writing rhythm, 
Years 2-6 have also been creating and adding movement 
to their own rhythmic compositions. 

Years 3-6 have been developing their ability to read pitch 
as well, using the solfa scale (do re mi fa so la ti) and 
learning about how to access the stave and create those 
beautiful treble clefs. This ties nicely into their xylophone 
work.  

I was very proud of the 80 students that performed at the 
Winter Soiree last week! It was terrific to see the diversity 
of acts from singing, dancing, comedy, gymnastics and 
magic in all different styles and genres. Congratulations! 

Selected students have been participating in the Years 1-2 
Choir on Tuesdays and Years 3-6 Choir on Wednesdays, 
and their progress has been fantastic. The Year 3-6 choir 
will be taking their songs Monster and Obwisana to the 
ANU School of Music next term for the Australian National 
Eisteddfod, and selected students will also be participating 
in the ACT’s Limelight performances next month.  

Life is always abuzz in the Music room with joy, personal 
expression and clever thinkers! 

Kimberley 

 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data – school students 
with a disability  
As an attachment to today’s Newsletter, you will find 
information about the Nationally Consistent Collection of 
Data on School Students with Disability in all Australian 
Schools. 
The nationally consistent approach to data collection 
provides a clear picture of the number of students 
receiving adjustments, and the type of adjustments, in 
order to enable them to participate in education on the 
same basis as other students. 
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Marvellous Mathematics! 

Throughout the term, our Mathematics Leadership Team 
has participated in a series of workshops which were 
facilitated by the Association of Independent Schools of 
Western Australia. We were fortunate to spend some time 
learning with Dr Paul Swan, a passionate and 
knowledgeable educator who has spent extensive time 
researching methods and strategies that children employ 
when solving mathematical problems. One of the 
problems we studied was: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many students understand the question (answer is 6,143), 
and when presented with the next question (answer 
6,300) some students reply with 6,290 or 6,291. By 
understanding why the children make particular errors in 
their work we are able to step in, clarify the task and help 
them use a more effectient strategy. You might like to chat 
about this problem at the dinner table, or for younger 
students, you could try making the highest and lowest 
numbers using the same numerals. We would love to hear 
about your family’s responses and where the discussion 
takes you! 

Until next time, happy maths! 
Amber 
SLC & Mathematics Team 
 

 
  

1.   Last month, the odometer in my car (the dial in 
my car that tells me how many kilometres I’ve 
driven) showed this number:  

0 6 1 4 2 

Tell me what you think it will show when I’ve driven 
another kilometre- ___________ 

2.   Now, the odometer shows this number: 

0 6 2 9 9 

Now, tell me what you think it will show when I’ve 
driven another kilometre- ___________ 

 

 

Early next term we will be sending out a Family 
Transaction Statement. Represented on this 
statement are the Voluntary Financial Contribution 
and Student Stationery Pack Contribution. Please 
find attached an explanation of how to read the 
Family Transaction Statement when you receive it. 

Are you interested in a Playgroup for your child? 

We are looking for people who may be interested in 
joining us for playgroup. We are offering a Friday session 
from 9:15am-10:30am. Please note that you will be 
required to stay with your child for the entire session. 

If you are interested in joining one of our playgroup 
sessions please contact me via Reception on 6142 1201. 

Thank you, 
Kathleen 
Preschool Educator and Playgroup Coordinator 

2018 Three Way Yarns  

Three Way Yarn appointments are being offered during 
Week 4 of Term 3 (13-17 August) for families of children 
in K-6 and week 4 and 5 (13-24 August) for families of 
children in Preschool, with evening appointments 
available on Wednesday 15 August. The purpose of 
Three Way Yarns is for children to share their learning 
with their families and, in partnership with 
parents/carers and the teacher, set learning goals for 
Semester Two. We are looking forward to connecting 
with all Neville Bonner Primary School parents and 
carers for these important Yarns.  This year, we will 
again be using an online internet based booking system 
called ‘Parent Teacher On-Line’ (PTO).  More 
information about how to book for your Yarn will be 
provided in a note early next term alongside your log on 
details.  
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Preschool 

‘Living the Learning’ 
Healthy Me! 

 

Thank you to all of the parents and carers who 

attended our Living the Learning on Tuesday 26th 

and Friday 29th. It was a lovely day where the 

children could share their learning with you. The 

children have been learning about how to keep their 

bodies healthy and happy. Some of the activities 

included tasting healthy food, such as hummus that 

the children made, sorting food into ‘Go’, ‘Grow’ and 

‘Glow’ categories and making a healthy food face 

using fruit and vegetable cut-outs. 

 

 

  

Year 2 – Hall School Museum 

In week 9, the Year 2 children attended an excursion to ‘Hall School Museum’. The Hall 

School was established in 1911 and closed in 2006, when it re-opened as a Museum. The 

Museum has many materials dating back to over 100 years ago! The Year 2’s also 

experienced life of a student back in 1911 and reflected on the difference compared with 

schools of today. If you would like to visit the Hall School Museum, it is open every 

Thursday between 9am-12pm and first Sunday of every month 10am-4pm.  
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In their Science unit the Year 4/3 have been learning about 

day and night. Each student created a detailed diagram to demonstrate the 
way day and night happens, labelling the Earth, Moon and Sun. 
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