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Dear Parents and Carers 

Last night, two important and exciting meetings were held at school – the 
family information session for children selected for the school Year 5 
Woodwind Band and the family information session about EDUCA in 
preschool. 

Our school is part of the Instrumental Music Programme (IMP), an 
outstanding initiative of the ACT Education Directorate.  Neville Bonner 
Primary now has a Year 5 and a Year 6 Woodwind Band.  The children 
receive group tuition under IMP and learn to play flutes, oboes, clarinets, 
saxophones and orchestral percussion.  It is quite amazing how quickly 
they start to play together, producing a pretty awesome sound in a short 
period of time!  The Bands perform and practise with Bands from other 
schools, experiencing the joy that making music with others 
brings!  Congratulations to the twenty two Year 5 students who are about 
to embark on what could be a remarkable music career! 

 

Dates to remember 
MARCH 
20 Yr. 4/3 Earth Hour Energy Audit 
 Presentation 
21 Harmony Day 
22 P&C meeting 7:00pm 
28 Neville Bonner’s Birthday 
30 Good Friday (Public Holiday) 
 
APRIL 
2 Easter Monday (Public Holiday) 
3 Yr. 4/3 Excursion 
4 Yr. 6/5 Camp Commences 
6 Yr. 6/5 Camp Concludes 

Notes home 
 CoastLife Adventures Yr. 6/5 Camp 

Notes 
 

 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 – Wednesday, 21st March 

‘Everyone Belongs’ 
Harmony Day is a celebration of cultural diversity. It is a day to celebrate 
all of the people who call Australia home.  

At Neville Bonner Primary School we will be celebrating Harmony Day by 
teaming up with buddy groups to learn about inclusivity and cultural 
diversity. Together we will create handprints to describe what Harmony 
Day means to us and will use these as a display in our gardens.  

We also invite families to join us in creating a 
 handprint to add to the display in our school gardens.  If your family 
would like to participate, 
 write the name of your family members on 
 a cut out hand print and write one word  
describing what Harmony Day means to you 
 as a family. You may choose to do this at 
 home and send it to school with your child 
 or join us at school on Wednesday, 21st  
March before and after school. We will have 
 a table set up with everything you need and 
 families are all welcome to join in.  
Go to www.harmony.gov.au for more information 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au/
mailto:fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:alfie966@me.com
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
http://www.harmony.gov.au/
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EDUCA is an interactive communication tool, allowing 
parents/carers and teachers to share children’s learning 
and special moments!  Thank you to the preschool 
families who were able to attend the information 
session.  We hope you find this initiative a useful form of 
communication throughout your child’s preschool year. 

Home Reading Video: Tomorrow you will receive a 
separate note inviting you to view the Neville Bonner 
Primary Home Reading online workshop. This online 
version of our workshop is a 2018 initiative. We hope you 
find it a convenient way to learn about supporting your 
child’s reading. 

On Tuesday this week, our Year 5 and 6 students 
participated in a workshop led by an Australian Federal 
Police Cyber Safety expert.  The workshop provided the 
children with clear and thorough information about 
staying safe in the cyber world.  The children asked 
thoughtful questions and participated in this opportunity 
with maturity and interest. 

At Neville Bonner Primary, we have a deep commitment 
to the belief that we are all learners.  Teachers love to go 
to ‘teacher school’ as often as they can.  We want to 
learn new and better ways to improve our practice and 
we really value having our thinking challenged! We know 
that our commitment to learning will, in turn, improve 
the learning opportunities and outcomes for all the 
children.  Next week will be a busy ‘teacher school’ week 
at Neville Bonner.  All of our Preschool, Kindergarten, 
Year 1 and Year 2 teachers will be participating in 
professional learning associated with the Education 
Directorate’s Essential Literacy Practices Initiative.  Each 
afternoon next week, we will welcome many staff from 
other schools as they join us for this learning.   In addition 
next week, our school is hosting a Maths professional 
learning opportunity with the nationally renowned 
mathematics educator and academic, Ms Anita Chin.  We 
are looking forward to sharing with other schools so that 
together we can learn and grow as teachers. 

Fox update:  our visiting fox made a brief appearance last 
week, but has not been sighted this week.  With the 
assistance of the Education Directorate, we are currently 
working with an expert in the field on a plan to trap and 
relocate the fox.  Please don’t tell the fox! 

Safety reminder: do your children scoot or ride to/from 
school?  Could you remind them about the importance of 
keeping to the left when on pathways, riding at a safe 
speed and staying aware of others around them as they 
ride?  Last week, a member of our community came close 
to serious injury, when she was forced off a pathway by 

speeding bikes and riders not taking note of others.  I will 
also remind the children, and we do appreciate you 
working with us on these important safety matters. 

Learning Group Names: In today’s newsletter, you will 
read about how the Kindergarten and Year 4/3 Learning 
Groups chose their names. Look forward to more 
Learning Groups in coming weeks. 

Have a restful weekend – enjoy the last of the warm 
weather! 

Fran 

Preschool 

The preschool children have been very busy this term 
becoming familiar with the preschool environment and 
processes (“We have to wash our hands AGAIN?!”). Each 
learning group has worked hard to create a Learning 
Group Agreement that helps the children remember how 
to keep themselves and others safe, happy and healthy at 
school. The children have begun to form some great 
connections with their educators and each other, 
developing a sense of belonging to the school 
community. Apart from becoming familiar with the 
preschool environment, the children have also been given 
opportunities to visit other areas of the school, for 
example, the library, hall or worm farm. The children’s 
interests have led them to explore the properties of 
water and sand, sometimes at the same time. They’ve 
enjoyed a range of sensory play, including water beads, a 
dinosaur swamp, paint flicking, and car washes. Some 
children have also been busy making paper planes or 
creating and climbing on obstacles courses on the grass. 
Please remember that you are very welcome to come and 
‘stay and play’ with your children at preschool! 

Kindergarten 

It’s full steam ahead in the Kindergarten area! We’ve 
settled into our routines and spaces and are focused on 
our learning. In Maths, we are moving on to three-
dimensional shapes and are having lots of fun finding 
them in the room and around the outside spaces. 
Practising our writing is a massive part of our day, 
focussing on starting our sentences with a capital letter. 
We are also using our Unit of Inquiry about families to 
provide us with opportunities to write, describing who 
the members of our families are and what our families 
like to do.  

A quick reminder that we are bringing our Home Reading 
books in EVERY DAY. 
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Kindergarten Learning Group Names 

Whole School Theme is “Fresh Tastes” 

Balanced Bunch (Emily) 

We are the Balanced Bunch. 

Our name came from our learning about different foods 
that make us grow and keep us healthy. We have been 
discussing the variety of healthy foods and have explored 
where they come from and how different fruits and 
vegetables are grown. As we move forward we will be 
discussing and learning more about how foods are grown, 
grouping foods and what makes up a healthy food 
balance.  

Garden Gurus (Amy) 

We chose the name ‘Garden Gurus’ because we want to 
do lots of gardening this year and are keen to learn about 
growing plants. We have already planted some beans, 
carrots and native flower seeds outside our learning 
space. We are very excited because they have started to 
sprout! We take care of our plants by making sure they 
have everything they need. We give them soil, sun, water 
and air. Our goal this year is to grow some food to take 
home for our families.  

Glowing Greens (Angie) 

We decided on the name Glowing Greens because we 
love that fruits and vegetables make us glow! This means 
we feel healthy by eating healthy foods. 

Throughout the year, we will be exploring why these 
foods are good for our bodies and the importance of 
eating green. 

Happy Harvesters (Hannah) 

The students came up with the name Happy Harvesters 
through our discussion about how food comes from the 
farm to our tables.  Many of the students didn’t know 
that food can be taken from the plant to the truck.  We 
looked at how the food was collected and found that it 
was called harvesting.  Throughout the year we will look 
at when different foods are harvested and continue to 
look at how they may be harvested.   

Healthy Heroes (Anya) 

As a Learning Group, we decided on the name ‘Healthy 
Heroes’ because in order to be a superhero, you must be 
physically and mentally healthy!  Superheroes must eat 
‘go’, ‘glow’ and ‘grow’ foods, exercise regularly, and keep 
their brains stimulated through learning.  Throughout the 
year, we aim to discover all the different ways 
superheroes can be healthy! 

Rainbow Gardeners (Tessa) 

The Rainbow Gardeners began taking care of the garden 
in the kindergarten play area in the first week of school, 

so we wanted to choose a name that involved some 
things we already enjoyed doing. We also enjoy looking at 
the fruit and vegetables that our Learning Group 
members bring to school each day, and we learnt that 
these healthy foods come in all different colours; the 
colours of the rainbow! We put these two things together 
and came up with the name ‘Rainbow Gardeners’. 

Sprouting Seedlings (Kimmel) 

Our name, the Sprouting Seedlings started from the 
process of looking at healthy foods and where they come 
from. This also links to our investigations on living things 
through our Science unit, in particular the life cycle of a 
plant. Students planted seeds at the start of the term and 
we have been making observations as they grow.  We will 
continue to observe our plants throughout their life 
cycles. Just like plants grow from small seeds into 
beautiful flowers, our children are growing as learners, 
just like the quote, “from little things big things grow”. 

Terrific Tastebuds (Kate) 

In the Terrific Tastebuds, we have spent some time 
looking into different tastes and how we taste our foods. 
We started developing our name after a simple 
conversation regarding the fruits we were enjoying for 
fruit break.  What fruits did our learning group eat that 
day? What fruits were our favourite? What fruits didn’t 
we like? This conversation quickly extended into similar 
discussions around our lunch and snack foods. Over the 
week, we asked a variety of questions about our favourite 
foods. What textures did our foods have? Were they 
crunchy? Where they squishy? How did we get our 
favourite foods? Were they fresh? Did they come in 
packets? Our most common question when talking about 
foods was what do they taste like?  Are they sweet, sour 
or spicy? This lead to a discussion around the question - 
how do we taste things? How do we know if something is 
sweet, sour, salty or spicy? We hypothesised, as all true 
investigators would, that maybe our tummies tell us or 
our brains but then it was suggested that our tasters tell 
us. Which lead to the question of what is a taster and 
where do we find them? After doing some research on 
Google and watching a short video on YouTube, we 
discovered that our tasters are actually called tastebuds 
and that our tastebuds have tiny hairs on them that taste 
our food and tell us if things are sweet or salty or sour.  

Year 1 

This week we have been discussing some special days and 
how we celebrate them. As March 8th was International 
Women’s Day, we have discussed special women in our 
lives and why we have a day to commemorate them. 
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Year 1 has also been very excited to learn about Canberra 
Day and what it means to them. We have talked about 
what Canberra Day is, what makes Canberra unique, and 
how we celebrate our special day. We discovered that 
Canberra Day is just like a birthday, because Canberra is 
105 years old. 

In Maths we have been exploring place value, writing and 
spelling numbers to 20, and making sure we form our 
numerals correctly.  

During our Literacy lessons we have been studying 
sentence structure, building our confidence in writing, 
and developing our speaking and listening skills using 
positive body language and appropriate responses. 

Year 2 

In Year 2, we have been busy settling in to our new 
routines and spaces. The students have been sharing the 
learning of their Learning Group names through writing 
and visual art, and completing further, deep learning 
through health. In English we have jumped into reading 
and spelling, as well as starting to write our own 
narratives.  

In Mathematics we are exploring two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional shapes, and beginning to practice 
strategies in addition and subtraction. Science has been 
incredibly fun discovering wonderful water around the 
school! Where can you find water in your home? 

Year 4/3 

The Year 4/3 students have been as busy as bees during 
our fifth week of leaning in 2018.  In Science we have 
been investigating the difference between living, once 
living and the products of living things. Which category do 
you think an unfertilised chicken egg belongs to? See if 
you can find any ‘once living’ things around your home.  

In Mathematics news, the students have been measuring 
a variety of objects using different units of measurement. 
We enjoyed finding the perimeter of different objects 
using our rulers and making comparisons. Can you find 
the perimeter of the rectangle below? 

One of the highlights of this week was working 
collaboratively with the kindergarten students. All Year 
4/3 Learning Groups visited their Kindergarten buddy 
group and demonstrated their learning of democratic 
decision making. During the visit we worked 
collaboratively to create a playground agreement that 
ensures safe and fun play at East Coast during break 
times. We can’t wait to work together with Kindergarten 
again and are all very excited for more learning in the 
second half of Term 1 2018! 

  
Have a lovely week! 
Elisha, Sarah, Fiona, Sue, Mary, Tim, Mihalis and Grace. 

 

Year 4/3 Learning Group Names 

Whole School Theme is “Fresh Tastes” 

Abacaxi Pineapples (Mihalis) 

The Abacaxi Pineapple’s name came through the 
discussion of the Fresh Tastes theme. As a class, we 
discussed the five major foods groups and the 
importance of them. When it came to selecting names for 
class names, all students chose from the fruit section as 
they felt it was vital for healthy bodies. After deep 
discussion about the types of pineapples, the name 
Abacaxi Pineapples was formed. We will be looking at 
how nutritious these types of pineapples are and locating 
where they are more commonly found around the world. 

Bacteria Busters (Fiona) 

The name ‘Bacteria Busters’ was created through our 
curiosity about a range of fruits, in particular coconuts. 
We were interested in how coconuts grow and found out 
that they can produce both milk and water. We decided 
to find out the benefits of these and found out that every 
bit of the coconut can be used to keep us healthy. One of 
the interesting facts was that coconuts can help fight bad 
bacteria in our bodies. We came up with ‘busters’ 
because we wanted it to show we are defending our 
health. 

Calcium Companions (Mary) 

The Calcium Companions researched the importance of 
calcium and how it is a mineral that helps build strong 
bones and healthy teeth. Through the development of 
our Learning Group Agreement, the students discussed 
the word ‘companion’ and how we can all be positive 
companions to each other by showing each other 
kindness. The students then decided they would merge 
the research about calcium and team companionship to 
create the name Calcium Companions. 
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Fruit Energisers (Grace) 

The Learning Group name Fruit Energisers, was suggested 
by a student after a class discussion about food. Students 
came up with the ideas about why they thought food was 
important and what benefits food is able to give us. One 
of the main elements students identified is the energy 
our bodies are able to absorb from food. We discussed 
that energy doesn’t just apply to food but to plants, 
animals and living and non-living things. 

H2O Investigators (Sue) 

As a Learning Group we discussed healthy eating habits.  
We particularly concentrated on the important role water 
plays in keeping us healthy and unusual places water can 
be found, for example, watermelons.  We will continue to 
research a range of fruit and vegetables that contain high 
levels of H2O and how they can be incorporated in our 
diet. 

Incredible Iron (Elisha) 

Incredible Iron loved learning about Fresh Tastes and how 
good nutrition keeps our bodies healthy. We learnt about 
all of the food groups and considered why it is 
recommended to eat more of some food groups than 
others. We were particularly interested in the nutritional 
value of foods and investigated what our bodies get from 
the fuel we are feeding them. Through much 
collaboration and discussion about possible Learning 
Group names, we decided to be called Incredible Iron. 
Why? Well, iron is incredible! Did you know that iron is 
needed to transfer oxygen between tissues in our body 
and is also necessary for having a healthy immune 
system? 

Lettuce Learn (Tim) 

The students are really excited to be named Lettuce 
Learn. Using the Fresh Taste program, students explored 
the health impacts of different types of healthy foods. 
Together we identified a range of fuels that our bodies 
need to be healthy, such as proteins, vitamins and 
carbohydrates, the roles of each of these fuels and in 
which foods we could find them. Once we had our lists of 
foods, their nutrients and a list of aspirations for what we 
wanted to achieve over the course of the year, I 
encouraged the students to combine the lists by engaging 
in word play such as alliteration and rhyme. This lead to 
the punderful name Lettuce Learn. This provides a strong 
basis for deep learning in the Language Arts space by 
demonstrating that word play is not only fun, but can add 
extra meaning to your writing.  

Potassium Power (Sarah) 

In our Learning Group, we viewed the Australian Guide to 
Healthy Eating. We discussed common fruits that we 
know and how they assist our bodies. We found out that 

potassium in bananas helps our bodies grow and help 
power our movement and so we chose Potassium Power 
as our name. We are going to be looking closer at exactly 
how potassium can help our muscles, heart and skeleton. 

Year 6/5 

In Year 6/5, we have been very busy in our learning 
spaces. In English, students have been exploring and 
creating narrative texts. The children have been 
developing their understanding of character and setting 
and have experimented with the use of descriptive 
language to enhance their own writing.  

In Mathematics lessons students have been using a 
variety of hands on materials and mini whiteboards to 
complete problem solving activities. The children have 
been investigating mental strategies including the jump 
strategy and the split strategy to solve addition and 
subtraction problems.  

Last Friday was International Women’s Day which 
provided a great learning opportunity to explore the 
impact of many historic and contemporary female 
figures. Learning Groups had the chance to explore many 
inspiring stories, including those of Katherine Johnson, 
Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson, all of whom were 
Mathematicians involved with Space Exploration in the 
1960s. 

In Science our exploration of the Solar System has 
continued with the research of Terrestrial and Jovian 
planets. In addition students completed an interactive 
diagram to show how the Earth rotates and revolves 
around the Sun.  

Our Unit of Inquiry studies have allowed deeper research 
into a range of countries and how natural features of a 
country impact the lifestyle of its people. This has allowed 
an interesting investigation into how Aboriginal 
Australians survived and thrived in the harsh conditions 
of the Australian Outback.  

We hope that everyone enjoyed the long weekend and 
we hope that the Year 6/5 children shared with their 
families some of their learning around the significance of 
Canberra Day, discussing with you some of the history of 
our great city.  

Finally, camp notes were handed out last Friday 
afternoon. Please read and complete all required sections 
of the note by tomorrow. It is important that the notes 
are handed into the Learning Group Teacher or at 
Reception, as soon as possible. If you have any questions 
in relation to camp, please contact Melissa Brough, via 
Reception. A packing note and additional information in 
relation to camp activities will be forwarded to families, 
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in the coming weeks, once confirmation of attendance 
has been received. 

Kirsten, Melissa, Nicole and Ria 

 

From the Kitchen Garden 

One of the most magical 
moments for me in the Kitchen 
Garden is when we take 
something we have grown and 
use it in our cooking in the 
kitchen. Amongst the many 
weeds we managed to cultivate over the summer we also 
grew lots of tomatoes and an amazing pumpkin. 

The Bluelemontos learning group had the joy of turning 
the pumpkin into scones.  It was such a delicious treat! 

Last year the Wonder of Worms short course participants 
took home a tomato plant.  It is always great to hear the 
success stories and listen to the excitement in the 
children’s voices as they explain just how many tomatoes 
grew on that one little plant.  Thank you to the adults 
who assisted to keep those plants alive. 

This year our focus in the 
kitchen will embrace our 
diverse cultural 
experiences. The 
children love to share 
the experience of food 
from their own culture. 
Year 4/3 are starting 
with a unit of work investigating food from their heritage.  
I hope you have the time to chat to them about favourite 
foods, distant relatives and different countries as we 
explore this topic.  I have asked the children to talk to 
you, so be ready! 

We will also explore food for healthy living with a focus 
on fresh tastes and the healthy food plate. 

Every day I am reminded of just how wonderful it is to 
have the awesome learning space that is our kitchen and I 
look forward to more hands on learning fun. 

Kerry 

 

Coles - Sports for Schools  

It is now time to collect the Coles 
Sports for Schools Vouchers!  

One voucher can be collected for 
every $10 spent at Coles 
supermarkets (please ask for 
assistance if you use the self-serve 
checkout). If you do your shopping 
online you don’t miss out just pick 

our school to allocate the vouchers too. Every voucher 
our school collects can be redeemed for quality sports 
resources for our school. 

Please ask your family, neighbours, colleagues and friends 
to collect vouchers for us! This is a fantastic opportunity 
to receive free resources our children. 

A collection box is available in Reception. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me via 
Reception. Thank you in advance for the support. 

Danielle 

 

 

 

 

   

Lost toy 

A small brown bunny was lost at Yungaballi on the 6th 
of March. If you’ve seen it, or have found it, please let 
reception know. 
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Year One 
Emu got your tongue? This is definitely not the case for the Super Food 

Scientists! After reading ‘Emo the Emu’ by Tony Wilson, we did some 

important learning about talking to people we can trust and who can help 

us when we have a problem. We like talking to our teacher, adults, family 

members, friends and pets. We created our own emu artworks, exploring 

different shades and tones to reflect our learning. 

Who do you like to talk to? 
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Entertainment Books 

Our fundraiser for Entertainment Books is about to 
commence! Keep an eye out for more information on 
how to purchase! 

Committee Meeting 

Our next meeting will be held in the staff lounge on 
Thursday, 22nd March at 7pm. Children welcome to 
attend, please come along. 

School Banking 

School banking is on every Wednesday. Please drop off 
your bank books and deposits to the box in the front 
office. If you’d like to know more, please contact us or 
pick up an information brochure from reception. 

Canteen 

Our school canteen is open Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday for lunch, as well as Monday and Friday afternoons 
for over the counter sales. All orders are due either direct 
to the canteen (cash only) or via Flexischools by 9am on 
the morning required. No cancellations after this time. A 
reminder that Preschoolers can order! Their lunches will 
be delivered to their classroom by the canteen staff! 

Second-hand uniform shop 
Our second-hand uniform shop operates out of the 
canteen (cash only) from 8.45am to 11.30am on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. If you have any 
unwanted uniforms (quality donations only please), we 
love to take them off your hands.  

Facebook and Email 

We have a Facebook page, where you can find out more 
about what the P&C is doing and keep up to date with 
events and school happenings! Find us at 
https://www.facebook.com/NBPS.PandC/. If you’d like 
to contact us, please message through Facebook, or email 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com. 
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