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Dates to remember 
SEPTEMBER 

3-14/9 Swim School Yr1 + Yr3-6 

13/9 P&C Meeting 7pm 

14/9 Preschool Bus Wash 

17-21/9 Swim School Yr2 

18/9 ACT Athletics Carnival 

19/9 Yr6/5 Science Pirates Day 

21/9 Th/F Preschool Learning Journeys 

25/9 M/T Preschool + K-6 Learning Journeys 

26/9 Yr6/5 Museum of Australian 
 Democracy excursion 

27/9 Yr6/5 Museum of Australian 
 Democracy excursion 

28/9 Market Day 

28/9 Preschool Bus Wash 

 

OCTOBER 
30/10 Grandparents and Special Friends 
 Day  

Notes home 
 Market Day 
 Yr6/5 Science Pirate Day 

 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

On Friday 28 September each Learning Group 
will develop and host their own stall for our 
annual Market Day. Games, craft, food, all 
manner of stalls feature on this special day. 
This is a fun day in our school calendar. Watch 
out for more details over the coming weeks. 

 

 

***REMINDER*** 
        P&C MEETING – TONIGHT 

        Thursday 13 September at 7pm 
          Please join us in the staff lounge! 

 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR 

LEARNING JOURNEY 

My Learning Journey is a time for me to 
show you some of the learning I have been 
doing. I am looking forward to taking you on 
a ‘tour’ of my learning and sharing some fun 
activities with you. 

Friday 21 September: Thurs/Fri Preschool 

Tuesday 25 September: Mon/Tues Preschool and 
Kinder-Year 6/5 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au/
mailto:fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:alfie966@me.com
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com


    

Neville Bonner Primary School  |  Mabo Boulevard BONNER ACT 2914 
Telephone  6142 1201 | Fax 6142 1204 | Email  nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au | Website  www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au Page 2 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Swim School for Years 1 and Years 3-6 is coming to an end, 
after two weeks of daily lessons.  The children describe 
feeling more confident in the water and excited to have 
learnt new skills.  The logistics of the organisation for this 
event have been complex and we thank families for their 
assistance in having children prepared each day.  Amy, 
Mell and all the staff have done a sterling job in organising 
the programmes, with groups of children travelling to and 
from the pool at different times throughout the day.  Most 
importantly, the children have been wonderful with their 
engagement in the learning opportunities provided by 
Aquatots. We have been very proud to take them out each 
day! 

The Year 2 children begin their Aqua Safeprogramme at 
Gungahlin Leisure Centre next week.    

Over the coming months, you will notice preparations 
begin for the next set of demountable classrooms to be 
delivered to our school.  These will be located on 
Duyulang, adjacent to the current demountable buildings, 
near the rear of the block.  At this stage, we anticipate 
facility for eight more classrooms in this next phase.  I will 
provide more information to you as it comes to hand. 

Recently, some of our fixed play equipment was 
decommissioned to allow for some repairs to take place.  
Fixed play equipment in schools is regularly checked for 
safety, wear and tear etc.  When we are advised that bolts, 
screws and other components are in need of repair, we 
close the area until the repairs are completed.  We 
endeavour to have repairs done as quickly as possible so 
we can open the play area to the children with minimal 
delay. We are indeed fortunate to have access to so many 
play areas at Neville Bonner Primary – they are definitely   
favourite options for the children at play breaks! 

Ask your children about our special focus word for this 
week!  STOP!  All children are revising the importance of 
this word in keeping everybody safe.  We are reviewing 
the importance of responding promptly if a peer or adult 
asks us to STOP.  Our expectation is that we only should 
have to ask someone once, and that person will 
immediately STOP what they are doing.  This could be 
when an adult asks us to STOP running on the asphalt, for 
example, or when another child asks someone to STOP 
annoying them or interfering in play.  We teach the 
children to respond assertively by saying, “Stop that –I 
don’t like it!” and we teach the children that they must 
STOP immediately this is said to them.  We are always at 
the ready to help the children and to step in to support 
them, of course, but helping them to be assertive and 

respond appropriately is a significant part of developing 
positive social/emotional skills – expertise for life! 

Yesterday in Assembly, I reminded the children about the 
importance of wearing their school uniform every day.  It is 
timely, as the seasons are changing, to check the 
wardrobe!  Please ensure your child is wearing Neville 
Bonner Primary school shirt, jumper and royal blue 
pants/shorts/skort.  If you need financial assistance for 
uniforms, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Our 
uniform is available from MacDonalds Children Wear in 
Gungahlin.  

LEARNING JOURNEYS – your child will bring your invitation 
home today!  We hope that every child in our school has a 
family adult join them for their Learning Journey.  The 
Journey takes about forty minutes.  If you can’t spare that 
time, just drop in for as long as you can – we don’t want 
any of our children to miss out on having their special 
adult at school for Learnings Journeys! 

Fran 

 

Preschool 
At Preschool this fortnight we have all enjoyed our Bus 
Wash excursions! We were all very excited to play a game 
of ‘Spotto’, where we had to spot a number of different 
objects on the way, such as bus stops, police station or 
motorbikes. At the Bus Wash we saw where the buses 
sleep and get fixed before going through the bus wash and 
feeling the cold water on the windows. On the way back to 
school we had great fun as the bus driver honked the horn 
so we could wave at all the people we passed! 
We have continued our learning around ‘Sharing our 
Stories’ in a number of different ways. We have been 
learning about different artists, such as Henri Matisse, 
Pablo Picasso and Andy Goldsworthy and how they share 
their stories through their artworks. We have then had the 
chance to create our own versions of these artworks. We 
especially enjoyed our Andy Goldsworthy inspired yarn 
bombing in the playground. We’ve also been creating 
imaginative stories as a whole Learning Group using 
picture prompts to lead the story and we illustrated our 
favourite part from the story we created. 

We have especially enjoyed the start of spring and the 
beautiful weather. We have been sketching and painting 
spring inspired artworks after observing different flowers 
and blossoms. During outside play we have been noticing 
the footprints we leave after rain as well as the shadows 
we can create as we move around the playground. 
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Kindergarten 
Kindergarten children have been busy reading a range of 
books this term and practising the skills of predicting, 
retelling, connecting and giving our opinion on the story.  

For our Unit of Inquiry this term, Kindergarten has been 
exploring maps. We have looked at the important features 
and purposes of places where we belong. Next we moved 
on to creating maps of our learning areas and the kindy 
playground as we began to prepare for our living the 
learning task, we had to remember to draw our maps 
using a bird’s eye view.  

During Maths we have been practising our addition and 
subtraction skills with number bonds to 10. We have been 
listening to stories with questions in them and working out 
if we need to take away a group or add them together.   

In Drama we have been using sound and movement to 
imagine travelling on magic carpets to faraway lands, such 
as the ‘Land of Bubbles’, the ‘Land of Fast’ and the ‘Land of 
Sleeping’. We also created an artwork of our favourite land 
and included a photo of ourselves travelling on our magic 
carpet.   

Year 1 
Year 1 have been exploring the different text types in 
English. We have started constructing our own procedural 
texts in preparation for Market Day as well as looking at 
creating our very own recipes. In maths children have 
begun to look at positional language used to describe 
location. Year One will use this knowledge of location to 
create their very own waterpark map as a connection to 
our Unit of Inquiry this term. Year 1 have enjoyed 
participating in Swim School activities and are looking 
forward to our upcoming Learning Journeys. 

Year 2 
“Asia, Africa, North and South America, Antarctica, Europe 
and finally Australia”. That’s the chorus to our ‘Continents’ 
song- Wow we can name the continents in order from 
largest to smallest. Ask your children what animal they 
have been writing an information report about. 

The children are busily preparing their items for Market 
Day, including posters to persuade other children to visit 
their individual stalls.  

Do you know the most efficient ways to measure and 
compare length, area, mass and capacity? Your child 
should be able to discuss which unit is more appropriate 
depending on the object.  

We have been investigating traditional dances from 
around the world to use as inspiration to develop our own 
dances. Fun Fact: There is no traditional dance from 

Antarctica as it isn’t inhabited by people so we have been 
looking at penguins’ groovy moves.  

For Science our life cycle knowledge continues to grow and 
we have been exploring the differences between animals 
that are miniature versions of their adults, as well as those 
that have multiple stages.  

We are getting excited about Swim School next week. 
Discussions have involved talking about being able to roll 
off a boat safely into the water. We can’t wait to hear 
about their experience and how they can assist others to 
be safe around all types of water.  

The children are eager to show and share their learning 
with you during Learning Journeys. The countdown has 
begun! 

Year 4/3 
As some of you may know, we have been designing our 
very own suburbs. We have been so engaged in our 
suburbs that it is playing a part in all of our learning! How 
do you think building a suburb relates to Literacy or 
Mathematics? Read on to find out! 

What makes a great information text?  That is what we 
have been looking at in Year 4/3 over the past few weeks. 
We have been identifying structure of paragraphs using 
the TEE formula (Topic Sentence, Elaboration, Examples) 
and implementing this into our own information report 
writing about our very own suburb. What do you think 
comes at the end of a paragraph? 

Mathematics has seen us learning about mapping and 
location. What do you think DOGSTAIL stands for? (Keep 
an eye out for the answer!) We have been identifying 
features of maps and using them to create a map of our 
imagined suburb. We have had to include Date, 
Orientation, Grid, Scale, Title, Author, Index and Legend! 

In our Unit of Inquiry we have been identifying that the 
infrastructure of a suburb is largely in response to the 
population living there and their needs. This has played a 
major role in our study of Bonner and the creation of our 
imagined suburb. If you could have anything else in 
Bonner, what would you have? Some children suggest a 
skate park, water slide, hospital or gym. 

We are looking forward to sharing our brand new suburbs 
with our families soon at Learning Journeys! 

Year 6/5 
Term three has been incredibly busy and rewarding. In 
addition to all the ‘regular’ classroom learning, children 
have been participating in various other programs and 
workshops and we still have a Science expert visitor and a 
Unit of Inquiry excursion to look forward to.  



NEVILLE BONNER PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – WEEK 4 
 

 

During Art lessons children have been experimenting with 
various materials to create different marbling effects. 
Selected pieces will be shared with families in the 
children’s portfolios.  

Next week the children will present the last session of the 
Peer Support Program. The program has afforded children 
the opportunity to develop and foster new friendships 
across the school while enhancing their leadership skills. 
Feedback from staff has highlighted how children have 
engaged the younger students and grown in confidence.  

Many of the Year 6/5 children have been participating in 
the swim program at Aqua Tots in Forde; other children 
have been working on a collaborative task encompassing 
such aspects as water safety and the health benefits of 
being involved in water sports. Both groups of children are 
learning invaluable life skills.  

Our ‘cooperative reading’ system is now well established. 
This program allows children the opportunity to pose 
discussion questions and share their opinions with group 
members. It is pleasing to note the improved fluency of 
children as they read allowed to their group.  

We are looking forward to sharing our learning with 
families during our Learning Journeys on Tuesday 25 

September. Please mark this date in your diaries and 
return the RSVP to the invitation which will be sent home 
soon. It is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the 
children’s learning.  

Art Enrichment 
Exciting news this week: on Tuesday afternoon I received 
news that four of the children from our art enrichment 
group were finalists in The Endangered Species Children’s 
Art Competition ACT division. Well done to Ayra, Aastha, 
Reuben and Isabella whose art will be exhibited on the 
29thof September at the Australian National Botanic 
Gardens Theatrette. You may have caught a peek at those 
particular works, and the other art enrichment entries, as 
they have been on display in The Golden Gallery near the 
library for the past six weeks.  

We love to see children succeed in the arts and our school 
community is very proud of these students. 

Georgie 

Drama Visual Arts Specialist Teacher 

 

 

  

DON’T FORGET YOUR HAT 
 

All children must have their sun 

hats at school from Friday 3 
August.  Hats must be worn every 

play break and for outside learning.  
Please ensure your children’s hats 

are clearly labelled with their 
names. 
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Grandparents and Special Friends 

Day 2018  

 

Tuesday 30 October 

(For Kindergarten to Year 6 including Monday/Tuesday 

Preschool Learning Groups) 

Thursday 1 November 

(For Thursday/Friday Preschool Learning Groups) 

 

More information to come soon! 

 

 

Just a friendly reminder 

that school photos have 

concluded and the last 

groups have been 

photographed. We are no 

longer collecting envelopes 

containing money or orders 

for school photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

General Meeting 

Our next general meeting will be held on 
Thursday, 13th of September at 7pm in the 
staff lounge (***TONIGHT***). We’d love 
to see you there! 

Cookie Dough 

Thanks to everyone who placed an order! 
Delivery will be on Wednesday, 19th of 
September, with pick up available from 
the school canteen between 1pm and 
4pm. Please bring your own boxes/bags! 
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Forrest Primary School 60th Anniversary - Save the dates 

Forrest Primary School is celebrating our 60th Anniversary of the opening of the school in 1958. 
Everyone who has any association with Forrest Primary School is cordially invited to be part of the 
celebrations. 
The major celebratory events are as follows: 

 

Wednesday 19 September: Art Show Opening Night - tickets can be purchased via 
https://www.trybooking.com/WHGW  

Thursday 20-21 September: Art Show continues – opening hours 8.30-9.30 and 2.30-4.30 with a gold 
coin donation for entry. 

Friday 30 November: Official Assembly and Fair – more details can be found on our Facebook Page 
closer to the date 

 

Instrumental Music Program extension ensembles for 2019 - applications for auditions are now open 

Current year 3 – 5 students are eligible to apply for -  

Primary Concert Choir – Singers in years 4-6 in 2019 in ACT public schools 

Current year 6 students who will be attending a public high school in 2018 are eligible to apply for auditions 
for the following IMP ensembles. 

Junior Concert Band – Brass, woodwind and percussion players in years 7 & 8 in 2019 in ACT public schools 

Percussion Ensemble – Percussion players in years 7 - 12 in 2019 in ACT public schools 

Senior Concert Choir – Singers in years 7 – 12 in 2019 in ACT public schools 

Website link - http://www.imp.act.edu.au/our_ensembles/auditions 
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KINDERGARTEN 
In the Terrific Tastebuds we have 

been looking at the text “Barty’s 

Scarf” by Sally Chambers. We 

identified the problem in the story 

and predicted what Barty would do 

to help solve the problem. After 

saving a baby lamb, Barty was 

recognised as a hero. This sparked 

a question in our minds; What is a 

hero and how can we identify one? 

Our artwork and words about Barty 

shows some of our ideas about 

heroes.   
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Creepy Carrots  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 The Sprouting Seedlings have been digging in the 
library and have found the book ‘Creepy Carrots’. 
After reading the story, our Learning Group was 
fascinated by the characters and we decided to 
create our own creepy carrots. We then turned 
them into real life talking characters, using the 
App ‘ChatterPix’ on the IPads. We recorded our 
voices and talked about what it would be like to be 
a creepy carrot in the Story as a part of our 
Media Arts and Technology unit.  
  If I was a creepy carrot I    

would... 
 

Sampprejit:  “Knock 

on peoples’ doors and 

scare them.” 

Charlie: 

“Jump up and 

scare people.” 

 

Flynn: “Sneak.”  

Charvi: “Scare 

things.”  

Idris: “Creep 

around.”  Thomas:  

“Scare people.” 

Sprouting Seedlings - Kindergarten 
 

Georgia: “Make 

evil plans.”  

Yuvna: “Keep 

rabbits away.” 


