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Dates to remember 
MAY 

26/5 National Sorry Day 
27/5 Reconciliation Day Public Holiday 
29/5 District Cross Country 
31/5 Hats Off Day 
 

JUNE 

5/6-7/6 Yr 6/5 Camp Cooba 
10/6 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
11/6 Yr 5 Combined Band @ NBPS 
13/6 ACT Cross Country 

 

Notes home 
  

 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

 

  

Reconciliation Day 

Public Holiday 

Monday 27 May 

School is closed on 27 May 

 

DON’T FORGET YOUR HAT 
 

All children must have their 

sun hats at school.  Hats must be 
worn every play break and for 

outside learning.  Please ensure 
your children’s hats are clearly 

labelled with their names. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Have you noticed the covered walkways?  They will provide cover for us all to 
move from The River area to Dyulang.  The work on the walkways are nearing 
completion and we will soon see the construction fences coming down.  New 
grassed areas are being prepared on Dyulang and will be available to us by 
springtime. 

At yesterday’s Assembly,  I explained to  the children about the next (and final) 
phase of construction for our school.  An exciting upgrade to the grassed area 
near the basketball will be completed over the September school break.  This 
area will provide opportunities for a range of play activities – with raised grass 
areas, a tunnel, climbing structure, ‘dry creek’ bed, beautiful stone seating, 
logs, trees and shrubs - amongst other structures to create a natural play 
environment.  

Our new permanent building will be built on the site of the current Munni 
Place, and work will commence in the coming weeks.  We will be able to make 
more opportunity of the oval as a play space, providing larger fields for ball 
games and the ever -favourite daily soccer game! 

It is a time of change for us in terms of the use of play areas, but the challenge 
of change opens many windows of opportunity.  The Year 6/5 children are 
taking a lead role in advising on how they think new play spaces should be set 
up and the kinds of equipment they believe should be available for play.  I have 
no doubt that they would like to keep you informed through the Newsletter – 
so keep an eye out for their contributions in the weeks ahead. 

HATS OFF 
On Friday 31 May, the children will mark the beginning of ‘HATS OFF’.   

“Cancer Council ACT recommends Canberra primary schools and early 

childhood services (and the general public) adopt a combination of sensible 

sun protection behaviours when spending time outdoors when UV levels are 3 

and above.  
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For this reason sun protection behaviour like wearing a 

hat and applying sunscreen is not generally required 

around the June and July winter period in Canberra 

because daily UV levels drop and stay low (under 3). 

 
However sun protection may still be required if travelling 

North, spending time in Alpine regions or extended time 

outdoors during this period, ie outdoor workers, all day 

school outdoor excursions and sport carnivals etc. 

This "Hats Off" period may assist Canberra children with 

their winter vitamin D requirements. For more information 

on UV exposure and vitamin D click here.’  (from ACT 

Cancer Council website) 

At Neville Bonner Primary School, we mark the beginning 
of ‘HATS OFF’ with the Hat Dance.  Our Year 6 Leaders will 
lead the whole school in our dance on Friday 31 May.  
From the next Monday (3 June), children will not require 
their sun hat at school until the beginning of August.   

 

UNIFORM SHOP has moved 

A couple of years ago, the MacDonalds  Schoolwear Shop 
was taken over by Lowes.  At that time, the MacDonalds 
Shop remained under its original name.  We have recently 
been advised that the MacDonalds Shopfront has closed 
and all school wear moved to the Lowes shop in The 
Marketplace at Gungahlin (the same building as Kmart and 
Woolworths).  Please be advised that the Neville Bonner 
School Uniform can be purchased at the new location in 
Lowes.  We remind all families that this provider of our 
uniform is the only approved provider and we ask that you 
purchase all uniforms with logo from Lowes only.  The 
shorts/track pants are ROYAL BLUE – and are available 
from a range of other stores. 

Thank you to our Parents and Citizens Association who 
worked a long day last Saturday to cook a very large 
number of ‘democracy sausages’ and sell a stunning array 
of cakes and sweets  for voters at the Neville Bonner 
Primary polling booth.  We join as a community in 
expressing our gratitude for your tireless voluntary work in 
supporting our school! 

Don’t forget that Monday 27 May is a public holiday in 
Canberra – Reconciliation Day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECONCILIATION DAY  

In 2018 the nation’s capital became the first Australian 
jurisdiction to dedicate a public holiday to 

reconciliation with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. 

With the support of all parties, a bill was passed in the 
ACT Legislative Assembly on 14 September 2017 to 
make Reconciliation Day an annual public holiday in 

the ACT. 

Reconciliation Day will be held each year on the first 
Monday on or after the 1967 Referendum anniversary 
date of 27 May – the start of National Reconciliation 

Week. 

Reconciliation Day is a time for all Canberrans to 
learn about our shared histories, cultures, and 

achievements, and to explore how each of us can 
contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. 

Have a restful long weekend.  I hope you are able to take 
your children to some of the Reconciliation celebrations! 

Fran 

Preschool 
Following on from our visit from the Nutrition Magician, 
the Preschool children have now been exploring everyday 
foods more closely to work out if they are ‘Go’, ‘Grow’ or 
‘Glow’ foods.  Through discussions, sorting activities, 
educational videos and craft experiences we have 
discovered that: 

• Foods that give us energy to go are usually made 

from grains and include bread, cereal, rice and 

spaghetti. 

• Foods that help us to grow usually come from 

animals and include eggs, meat, chicken and fish. 

• Foods that give us lots of vitamins and minerals to 

make us glow are all the fruits and vegetables. 

We are looking forward to tasting some new ‘Go’, ‘Glow’ 
and ‘Grow’ foods at Preschool over the coming weeks.  A 
note was recently sent home detailing the types of foods 
that will be offered to children during these tasting 
sessions.  Please let your child’s teacher know if there are 
any foods from these lists that your child cannot eat or if 
you require an additional note, please do not hesitate to 
ask.   

https://actcancer.org/layouts/home/carousel/
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The Preschool children are also enjoying the literacy 
learning that they are involved in as part of our Pre-Lit 
Program.  Recently these lessons have focused on counting 
syllables in words, identifying rhyming words and looking 
at the beginning sounds of words, specifically, words that 
begin with ‘m’ and ‘s’. 

 

Kindergarten 
In Kindergarten, we have spent lots of time learning about 
letters and the sounds that they make to help us read 
words. We have been looking at lots of books to assist us 
with this learning and one of these has been ‘Macca the 
Alpaca!’ While reading ‘Macca the Alpaca’, we have been 
making predictions and connecting with characters and 
events in this story. We were very excited to hear that we 
were going to be reading another ‘Macca the Alpaca’ book 
together as a school for National Simultaneous Story time! 

In preparation for reading ‘Alpacas with Maracas’, our 
groups have been making predictions about what the story 
might be about, making maracas and imagining what it 
would be like if we were Alpacas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
Did you know that worms breathe through their skin? 
Since completing our information texts this week, we have 
become worm experts. We shared important details about 
their diet, appearance, habitat and interesting facts. 
Worms really are wonderful! In Mathematics, we have 
been looking at a range of different addition strategies, 
including doubling and counting on, to find the answer to 
number problems. We even created our own Doubles 
Dude character, which was covered in doubles facts. We’re 
currently working hard on our public speaking in 
preparation for Rostrum. This means writing a speech, 
then presenting it to our Learning Group using a loud, clear 
voice. We can’t wait to hear everyone’s speeches! 

 

Year 2 
Last week, Year 2 practised telling analogue time using 
‘quarter to’ and ‘quarter past’. We played a jumping game 
where we jumped full rotations, halves or quarters 
depending on the time we were given. For example, 
‘quarter past’ is a quarter turn in a clockwise direction and 
a ‘quarter to’ is a three quarter turn in a clockwise 
direction. A student described this as a fun way to tell the  
difference between ‘quarter to’ and ‘quarter past.’ 
 
We have now started our new Unit of Inquiry- Divisions of 
the World. Students posed their own personal inquiry 
question about their ‘wonders’. Some of these were: 

•  How did countries get their names? 
•  What is the smallest and biggest country? 
•  Why do we have continents? 

These are just some of the wonders that will be exploring 
throughout the term. 
We also looked at a map of the world and pondered the 
question, ‘What if maps didn’t exist?’ Students 
demonstrated deep thinking and responded with insights, 
such as ‘Maps are important because we would not know 
what places we are talking about and where these places 
are!’ 
 
We would like to welcome a new teacher on our team- 
Sascha. Sascha comes to us with a broad range of 
experiences and will be working with students to further 
English and Mathematics skills. Sascha will also be teaching 
the Mendeleev’s Marvels on Friday while Dionne 
undertakes executive teacher duties.  
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Year 4/3 
What an exciting fortnight is has been! NAPLAN testing for 
Year 3 children is complete, and we are now all very 
focused on preparing Rostrum speeches. 

Some of the Year 4/3 Learning Groups are completing 
science research and experiments to conclude the unit on 
‘Living Things’, whilst other groups have begun discussions 
about Force. One Learning Group explored different types 
of magnets, making predictions about which magnet (bar, 
circle, or horseshoe) would pick up the most paperclips. 

Further probability testing has continued, with some 
children flipping coins and collecting data, whilst other 
children have been exploring tree diagrams. How many 
different meal combinations can you come up with if there 
are three main choices, three drink choices and two 
dessert choices? Can you make your own tree diagram at 
home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Learning Group engaged in some challenging team 
building skills! Which learning group do you think this is? 

As the weather gets colder please make sure your child has 
a jumper that is clearly labelled as well as a hat! It is still 
‘hats on’ time and there are quite a few Year 4/3 children 
that are not bringing hats everyday. 

The Year 4/3 Team 

 

Year 6/5 
We have had an extremely busy fortnight of learning in 
year 6/5! Year 5 students have completed their NAPLAN 
and year 6 band students participated in a combined band 
rehearsal with band students from Amaroo School, Gold 
Creek School and Palmerston Primary School.  

In order to consolidate and extend their current 
knowledge base, students have been participating in a 
range of activities in English. They have been practising 
their spelling words, handwriting and exploring a range of 
text types to discover ideas of how to write to socialise. All 
the students have also been working diligently on 
preparing their ROSTRUM speeches which they have 
begun presenting within their Learning Groups. 

In Mathematics, students have been working on finding 
fractions of a quantity and solving real-life fraction word 
problems to understand the practical aspects of how 
fractions can be used in everyday life. They have also been 
practising how fractions can be converted to their decimal 
forms. 

Activities for Science have been highly engaging and fun 
for students.  Our ‘Change Detectives’ have been 
investigating the scientific concepts of melting, boiling, 
solidifying, condensation and freezing using a range of 
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hands on activities.  They have also been exploring if the 
changes in the states of matter can be reversed or not. 

In our HASS unit of ‘Federation to Now’, students have 
been exploring the key human rights in Australia’s past and 
present. This has led to some productive conversation 
around which of the human rights are considered as more 
important than the others. It has been wonderful to 
observe the students share ideas and reach agreement 
through a collaborative process. We have also been 
learning about migration and immigration and how they 
impact our society. It was great to see students sharing 
their understanding and respect towards our multicultural 
society while contributing to Learning Group discussions 
about immigration. 

In Physical Education, students have been gaining comfort 
with the soccer ball by practising dribbling, passing and 
striking. For art lessons, students created beautiful 
abstract artworks inspired by the artist Wassily Kandinsky.  
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Year 2 AQUASAFE Program 
In week 2, Year 2 children attended AQUASAFE Swim and Survive 
program. The program is the product of a partnership between 
the ACT Government Education and Training Directorate and 
Royal Life Saving ACT. It aims to instill vital water safety skills in all 
Year 2 public school students. 

Here are some of the important things the children learnt… 

 

“I learnt to wear a life jacket in a boat. It helps you to float and 
you should hold it when you go in the water so it doesn't go over 
your face.” Aaminah  
 
“I learnt what to do in a real survival situation. If you fall into the 
water fully clothed, you take your pants off first because if you got 
stuck in your shirt you can't use your arms.”  Sonny-James 
 
“You always swim sideways in a rip, so it doesn’t take you out to 
sea.”  Alice 

 
“It was fun going on the lifeboat, we got to learn how to dive into 
the water and get back in the boat safely.” Joshua 
 
“It was fun going underwater without goggles, we got to dive 
through hoops and collect sinking objects.” Ethan R 

 

Canteen 

We will no longer be opening for over the counter 
sales on Monday afternoons. We will still be open 
everyday for lunch, and Friday for over the counter 
sales. 

 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 

Open on Wednesday and Friday mornings. We have 
lots of jackets available for winter! 

 

Election BBQ and Cake Stall 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered at our BBQ 
and cake stall on the weekend. What a great day, we 
couldn't have done it without you! 

 

Book Fair Donations 

We are accepting donations of good quality second 
hand books for our upcoming book fair. You can drop 
your donations off to the tub in the front office, or in 
your child's learning area. 

 

Scholastic Bookclub 

Catalogues for issue 3 are now out! Orders are due 
either online through LOOP or to the front office by 
TOMORROW Friday, 24th of May. 

 

School Banking 

There will be an info session about school banking 
held on Tuesday, 28th of May from 8.30am, near the 
front office. Come along if you'd like to find out 
more! 

 

Cookie Dough Fundraiser 

The very popular cookie dough fundraiser is on again! 
Order forms will be coming home soon. There are 
some new flavours to try this year so keep an eye out 
for your form so you don't miss out. 

 

Contact us 

If you'd like to know about who we are and what we 
do, email us at nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com, 
or search for Neville Bonner Primary School P&C 
Association on Facebook. 

 

mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
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Popular children’s author Morris Gleitzman will be at Book Face in Gungahlin on 

Saturday, June 1, 2019 at 2 PM – 2:45 PM. 

Shop H41-42 The Marketplace, 33 Hibberson St, Gungahlin. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

School Sport ACT 12&U Girl’s Basketball – Trial Information and Registration Process 

 

Date(s) of Trial 
(Must attend at least one) 

 Sunday 26th May and Sunday 2nd June 2019 

Venue  

 

AIS Training Hall 

Time  

 

26th May - 12.00-1.30pm  (COURT 3) 

2nd June – 8.30-10.00am  ( MULTI-HALL) 

Requirements 
(Specific gear) 

 

 

Water bottle, 

Reversible singlet with one side to be white preferable.   

Cost of the Event/ 
Trial Registration   

Online registration fee - $10.00 

Go to the School Sport ACT website – www.schoolsportact.asn.au 

 

Eligibility  

 

Students turning 10-12 years old this year who play/played Under 12 in Div 1 or 2 
or Under 14 Division 1 or 2. Students turning 13 years old from the 1st of July to 
31st of December are invited based on our age dispensation granted by School 
Sport Australia, however we are limited in the number of students for this selection. 

Further Information 

 

Coach:  Kat Swanston Kat.swanston@mackillop.act.edu.au 

Further Information: Belinda.fox@mackillop.act.edu.au 

Manager:  TBC 

 

http://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/
mailto:Kat.swanston@mackillop.act.edu.au
mailto:Belinda.fox@mackillop.act.edu.au
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Protect yourself and your family from the flu 
Getting vaccinated is the best way to prevent your family getting the flu this winter. The flu vaccine can save a child’s 
life. 

 

The vaccine is safe, and everyone 6 months of age and over, including pregnant women and young children, should get 
the vaccination. 

Children are more likely to contract the flu, spread it around, and are at a higher risk of serious complications if they get 
sick. The flu is highly contagious and is spread easily through childcare centres and schools. 

The flu vaccine is free in the ACT for: 

• children aged 6 months to under 5 years 

• pregnant women 

• people 65 years of age and older 

• all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 6 months and older, and  

• people aged 6 months and older with some medical conditions such as severe asthma, heart or lung 
disease, diabetes or weakened immune systems. 

Where to get your flu vaccination 

Everyone can get a flu vaccine from their GP or immunisation provider.  

People over 16 years of age can also get a vaccine at some pharmacies.  

ACT Government Early Childhood Immunisation Clinics provide a free flu vaccination for children aged 6 months to 
under 5 years. To book an appointment, call Community Health Intake on 02 5124 9977. 

 

Learn more about influenza and where to get your vaccination at health.act.gov.au/flu 
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Year 4/3 – ICT with Kevin using SCRATCH 

The Year 4/3 children 
have been creating a 

space scene. They were 
asked to make the space 
rocket fly, an astronaut 
to spin, a star to vibrate 

and a space rock to 
bounce off the walls. 

 

Soraya H and Hannah 
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An ability to code helps 
prepare our children for 
the world of constantly 

evolving technology.        
It encourages 

mathematical, scientific 
and logical thinking with a 
focus on problem solving. 
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Jayden- “Worms are 
brown and have 
stripes called 
segments” 

 

Evie-  “Their wet 
skin has tiny hairs 
on it to help them 
move around” 

 

Michael- “My worm 
was brown, wiggling 
and it was stripy” 

Yashwini- “Worms 
eat fruit scraps and 
vegetable scraps” 

 
 

Nayaab- “Worms 
eat fruit like apple 
scraps and banana 
scraps” 

 

Francesca- 
“Worms eat 
half their body 
weight”  

 

Haris- “Worms make tunnels called 
burrows and they make moist and healthy 
soil by digging holes” 

 

Rose- “I picked a worm and it felt slimy 
because it lives in the soil” 

Pippa- “Worms live in moist soil because it 
protects them from predators like birds” 

 

 

 

Oli- “Worms live in soil and make the soil 
good” 

Aarav- “Worms live in tunnels” 

Liam- “Worms live in moist soil they can 
dig to hide from predator 

Marcus- “The worms looked 
wet and pink. The worms had 
stripes” 

Ariya- “The worms 
were pink” 

 

Chloe-  “Worms eat 
half of their body 
weight and eat 
banana peels, apple 
cores, potato peels, 
plants, dirt and egg 
shells” 

 
 

Aida- “The worms 
looked pink and a 
little bit brown”  

 

Rocco- “Worms like to 
eat banana peels and 
plants” 

 
 

Akil- “The worm was 
on my hand and it was 
wiggling” 

 

Parisa- “Worms eat fruit 
and vegetable scraps” 

 
 

 

  

The Cosmic Cobalts’ are learning about worms to 
help them write information reports. An information 
report provides readers with information on a topic, 
in this case, the worm’s habitat, diet and appearance. 
The Cosmic Cobalts’ went on a trip to the worm farm 
at our school to learn this information. They got to 
hold the worms so they could have a closer look and 
feel their movements. They observed the worm farm 
and where worms live. They also investigated what 
foods we put into compost bins and used this to help 
them figure out what worms eat. Now the Cosmic 
Cobalts have seen and learnt these facts, they can 
start writing their information reports. 
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Year 2 – CO2 Photosynthestudents 
 

During term 2, the Year 2 CO2 Photosynthestudents have been learning about the different continents of the world. Our Learning 
Group has been focusing on Africa and what makes it unique. As part of our learning we have been researching the different 

animals, climates and landscapes of Africa. We have created artworks that show our learning about the African ‘big 5’ and the 
harshness of the African landscape. 

Agam – “The small amount of rain makes it very dry and dusty.” 

Alisha – “Africa is very hot which makes it so dry.” 

Brooklyn – “It is very dry, hot and dusty. It doesn’t rain much in the desert.” 

Chace – “Africa is so hot because the Equator runs right through the middle of the 
continent.” 

Christy – “Africa is really dry which makes it very dusty.” 

Conor – “The Nile River is the longest in the entire world.” 

Ethan – “Acacia Trees don’t have many leaves. I think this is because it’s so dry.”  

Japji – “Africa is dusty because it is really sunny and hot.” 

   Jayden – “Dust is everywhere. On leaves, branches,  

even on the animals.” 

 

     Jeevikha – “The land looks red hot. It’s amazing that animals 

 can live there.” 

    Joshua – “Some of the animals there are very dangerous. I would  

like to see them on Safari.” 

Kanisshka – “Acacia trees look like umbrellas or broccoli. Some of the branches split in half which makes them really wide.” 

Zara – “African animals live near waterholes because it is hard to find water.” 

Saahir – “The environment is hard. There aren’t many plants that can survive there. It’s 
like Mars.” 

Sarah – The ‘Acacia’ tree is very common in African deserts. They look like an 
umbrella.” 

Shaarav – “There are many wild animals in Africa such as lions and tigers.” 

Shanum - “Africa is home to the ‘Big 5’, the elephant, lion, leopard and rhino.” 

Shawn – “Africa has dry houses made out of mud bricks, with dirt floors.” 

Tom – “There isn’t much grass in Africa. This is because it doesn’t rain for a long time in their deserts.” 

Venessa – “It’s a very special place. I have family from there and I want to see the animals.” 

 


