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Back again! – Woolworths Earn and Learn 
Thank you for your support on the Woolworths Earn and Learn 
program.  
For every $10 spent at Woolworths a sticker can be collected.  
Boxes for the sticker sheets can be found at the front office 
and Woolworths Bonner. 
Every sticker counts to some great resources for our school. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to remember 
AUGUST 

10 Bus Wash – Preschool 

11 Bus Wash – Preschool 

14 Bus Wash - Preschool 

14 Yr5 Combined Band at 

 Ngunnawal Primary School 

15 Bus wash - Preschool 

15 ICAS – Maths 

15-18 Kindy Health Screening 

17 School Photos 

18 Preschool School Photos T/F 

21 Preschool School Photos M/T 

28/8-15/9   Swim School 

 

 

Notes home 
 School photos 
 Yr 2 Swim School 
 Yr 5 Band 
 Learning Journey 

 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 
Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 
P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

 

  

 

Neville Bonner Primary School Photo Day 
Kindergarten to Year 6 – Thursday 17 August 
Monday/Tuesday Preschool – Monday 21 August 
Thursday/Friday Preschool – Friday 18 August            

HATS ON ! 
 

Your child needs a sun hat 
at school every day! 

CANTEEN 

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS 
You can now order your child’s lunch on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays. 
 

Canteen News 

Monday Meal Deal 
 
 
 
 
 

Only available on Mondays! 
 

Mac and Cheese 
Drink 

Choc Chip Cookie 
$6.00 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au/
mailto:fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:alfie966@me.com
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
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Dear Parents and Carers 

There is so much happening at Neville Bonner Primary 
over the next few weeks!  Term three is the term of 
‘weeks’ – Book Week, Science Week, Literacy and 
Numeracy Week,  Healthy Bones Week (Have you seen 
our missing skeleton ‘Bones’? She/he seems to appear in 
random places throughout the day!).  We also have 
Learning Journeys, District Athletics Carnival, Sue Geh and 
Jamie Pearlman Basketball Cups, Swim School, excursions, 
School Photos, Combined Yr 5  and Yr 6 Bands, Market 
Day and many other special opportunities for our 
children.  Do make sure you check your child’s bag for 
information notes on Tuesdays and Thursdays! 

Have you noticed that our fantastic P&C have opened the 
canteen for lunch orders on Mondays? Families now have 
the opportunity to order lunches on Monday, Wednesday 
and Fridays.  Weekends can be so busy – a great idea to 
order lunches on Mondays! 

I received the following update earlier in the week  from 
the Construction Company working on the Horse Park 
Drive extension.  The company kindly sends regular 
updates.  I will pass them on to you via Newsletter.  In a 
previous letter, the company advised that the works will 
include new traffic lights at Mulligans Flat Rd intersection, 
Frances Forde Boulevard and Katherine Avenue.  
Have a restful weekend 
Fran 

Interested Stakeholder, 
Change to Traffic Arrangements: Horse Park Drive and Francis 
Forde Boulevard 
  
Construction works on Horse Park Drive Duplication between 
Gundaroo Drive and Mulligans Flat Road are continuing with the 
current focus on the relocation of underground services.  
  
In order to undertake these works Horse Park Drive near Francis 
Forde Boulevard will be reduced from one lane each way to just 
a single shared lane for at least three days.  Traffic controllers 
and lane restrictions will be in place.  
  
These traffic restrictions and relocations works will be 
undertaken outside of peak traffic times between 9.00am and 
4.00pm and a 40km/hr speed limit will apply. Horse Park Drive 
will be returned to the usual one lane each way arrangement 
and 60km/hr between 4.00pm and 9.00am. 
  
This work is scheduled from Wednesday 9th August for three 
days, weather permitting. 
  

Regards, 

Jason Burgess |Construction Manager 
horsepark@canberracontractors.com.au 

Preschool 
We can’t believe it is Week 4 already! Time flies when you 
are having fun! As part of our Unit of Inquiry, the 
Preschool children have been learning about how we 
share our world with the people around us. They have 
had conversations about who they are, how they express 
themselves and how they can discover more about each 
other. During literacy learning, children have continued to 
learn about letters, their sounds and blending these 
sounds to make words. We will continue this learning 
through our Pre Literacy Program that we focus on daily.  

During Numeracy, children will continue learning about 
measurement, focusing on length. Children have been 
comparing and ordering objects based on their length, 
including some fun measuring of each others’ bodies and 
finding things in the natural environment to measure. We 
are very excited about our upcoming Bus Wash 
excursions, Science Week, Book Week and school photos. 
Keep an eye out for notes coming home soon.  Yay to a  
fun filled   Term 3! 
Some additional interests we are focusing on this week 
include: 

● Marble run 

● Playdough - using natural materials such as 

stones, shells and sticks  

● Shaving foam - drawing and making letters  

● Making cubby houses 

● Making paper planes 

● Box construction - Jetpacks 

● Beading  

● Sand trays - Drawing Aboriginal symbols 

Kindergarten 
The Kindergarten children are exploring their personal 
histories in our Unit of Inquiry: Stories of the Past. The 
children are looking at how items, such as photographs 
and artefacts help us to tell stories of the past, and will 
have the opportunity to bring to school their own item to 
add to individual Learning Group museums.  

We have also been enjoying the exploration of how we 
can move on the playground, including swinging on the 
monkey bars, riding the trikes and running on the new 
artificial grass! We do need our hats to make the most of 
the play areas available to us, so please remember that 
each child must bring a sun hat to school every day. 
 

 

 

https://mail.ed.act.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=5BoHKUBs0FYZ9jhEcHQs63Ol0jqhVjs9Suc_dwt-ix8adXnuNN_UCA..&URL=mailto%3ahorsepark%40canberracontractors.com.au
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Year 1 
At Three Way Yarns, Year 1 have enjoyed showing our 
parents our work and together coming up with goals to 
work with. We are now focused on working on our goals 
and working hard to achieve them. 
Gross motor this term has been so much fun, with 
balancing, catching challenges and using all our muscles 
to complete activities. 
We are becoming much more confident with our adding 
and subtracting numbers. Practising this almost everyday 
is making us faster and more accurate. 
We are learning lots of facts in English. Did you know that 
tiny termites can eat wood? Did you know that the female 
praying mantis is bigger than the male praying mantis? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 2 
In Year 2 we have been working on persuasive writing. We 
have looked at different reasons for writing persuasive 
texts and how we can use our writing to convince people 
or to express our point of view. 
We are investigating different units of measurement 
including grams and kilograms when estimating and 
comparing the mass of different objects. We have been 
using tools such as balance scales when measuring the 
mass of different objects in the learning area. 
Our Unit of Inquiry focus has been on the continents and 
hemispheres into which the earth is divided. We have 
learnt how climate is affected by a continent’s proximity 
to the equator and have examined differences between 
the Arctic and the Antarctic. 

Year 4/3 
In English, students have been using ‘concept maps’ to 
assist them when creating a range of information texts. 
This process has included identifying the different 
components of an information text, such as headings and 
sub-headings, to organise their information into a logical 
sequence. We have combined these skills with our current 
History investigation on ‘European Explorers’ to create a 
report about an influential person from the 1500’s. Some 
of our choices have included Christopher Columbus, 
Ferdinand Magellan and Vasco Da Gama.   

In Mathematics, we have been completing our work on 
using keys, legends and scales to create grid maps as well 
as exploring the concepts of symmetry and rotation. Over 
the coming week we will investigate and analyse different 
lines of symmetry and the impact of symmetrical shapes 
within our environment.   

In Science, students are will investigate the properties of 
different materials and use this information to identify 
why and how certain materials are suitable for different 
purposes. This investigation will also focus on making 
comparisons between natural and manufactured 
materials.  

In Physical Education, we will continue to refine our 
passing, running and tagging skills as our unit on ‘Oz Tag’ 

concludes. 

Year 6/5 
Welcome to sunny, almost Spring! 
We have been working around the 
weather - weaving it into our 
learning.  Procedures have been 
central to our writing, with children 
having the opportunity to create, 
edit and follow procedures with 
different levels of clarity.  Children 
have learned the importance of 
providing accurate directions for others to follow –you 
might even ask them about the quality of procedures they 
followed to build a tower. With this in mind, much time 
has been devoted to writing the accurate procedural texts 
for their technology design project. 
The basis of the technology and design procedure was to 
research, design and create from recycled materials a 
spinner, garment or toy with a moveable part.  Science 
has been electrifying!  We have looked at closed and open 
circuits and will continue with some practical circuit 
building experiences. 
Fractions, decimals and percentages led into probability 
experiments which is our major emphasis for 
Mathematics. Children have been enjoying learning new 
traditional games from around the world such as the 
Egyptian ‘handkerchief game’ and ‘korbo’ which is from 
Ethiopia.  We still have lots of learning adventures on our 
journey together this term. 

From the Kitchen Garden 
We have such great fun in the Kitchen Garden.  
This term Kinder are exploring healthy foods, with lots of 
taste testing, making and as soon as the weather warms 
up, planting. 
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Students from the Torres Strait 
Turtles and the Fraser Island Flying 
Foxes are excited to have their turn 
in the kitchen garden. Last week 
they made cheese scrolls - a huge 
success! 

The Brilliant Bengal Tigers have 
been looking at the importance of 
insects in the garden, even inventing 

a few creatures of their own!  Did you know that bees are 
vital to continued world food security? Without the work 
of bees our gardens could not grow! 
My favourite unit of work is when we explore food from 
around the world.  Year two students have embarked on 
this tastebud adventure.  First stop; Japan!  So far we 
have looked at Bento boxes and made sushi.  Chopsticks 
will take a little more time to master! 
The Ultimate Pillars and the Diving 
Drones commenced a unit on 
bread around the world, already 
tasting a selection and eager to 
start making some too.  
The Fabulous Flame Trees 
continue to explore the many 
factors behind our food 
choices.  Why do we choose the 
foods we do?   
The reasons are often complex and varied. 
It is a great privilege to share learning with the children in 
this wonderful space in our school.  It always fills me with 
joy when the children are brave enough to try something 
new.  
Looking forward to your visit at the kitchen garden during 
Learning Journeys, where I hope the children can delight 
in sharing something new with you too.  
Kerry  

This week has been Healthy Bones 
Week. 

The children have been on the watch out 
for Bones our skeleton who has been hiding 

in all sorts of places. 

You are never too young – or old – to act 
when it comes to protecting your bones.  

No matter what your age, actions can 
be taken to help your body build and maintain strong 
bones. It starts in childhood, this is the biggest 
opportunity to lay the foundation to build strong bones 
for life. The teenage years are a major growth period 
because at this time teens' bodies build one-quarter of 

their adult bone mass. Peak bone mass is reached when 
you’re in your late twenties, and, after this it is vital to 
continue to get adequate calcium, exercise and vitamin D 
in order to maintain the bone you have built.  

Healthy Bones Action Week calls on Australians of all ages 
to take the three actions to build and maintain healthy 
bones: 

1. Increase daily serves of calcium through milk, cheese or 
yogurt; vegetarian or lactose options include rice milk, 
broccoli, kale.  
2. Go for a walk or commit to some new form of regular 
exercise; and 
3. Spend time outdoors to get more vitamin D. 

English Corner 
Welcome back! After enjoying the holidays with your 
children, no doubt you are looking forward to getting back 
into your daily routine. As teachers, we are always using 
daily incidental moments as ‘teachable learning 
experiences’.  So, you might think ‘How can I help my 
child?’   
 Here’s some ideas to try: 

 Find time to show children that you value reading 

and writing for yourself, and share reading and 

writing with them 

 Talk about the events in the day encouraging 

children to join in 

 Show children how you use writing, for example 

write messages, shopping lists, emails, talking 

about what you are doing and encourage them to 

do the same 

 Use scrap books or books made from scrap paper 

to make personalised books with children. Glue a 

picture, photograph or drawing chosen by the 

child into the book and ask them to tell you 

something about the picture. Encourage them to 

write down their words. 

  Have a place to display their writing.  

If your child asks you to help ‘correct‘ their writing, 
use a little checklist like this and together answer:  
-Can I understand this writing?   
-Could the ideas be placed in a better order? 
- Have I checked that the punctuation helps to make 
the meaning clearer? 
-Have I checked the spelling? 

Above all, have fun! 
Regards 
Mell Hoek  
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Numeracy 

Mental Computation: What is it? And, why does my 
child learn it? 
Mental computation is the process of working out exact 
or approximate answers mentally (without pen or paper 
or a calculator!). It is a process that requires the recall of 
number facts and the use of a range of thinking strategies. 
Mental computation is an everyday skill that we often 
don’t even know we are doing. We use mental 
computation strategies when we calculate the cost of 
items when shopping, when working out distances 
travelled or even when working out how much time we 
have to complete tasks.  
To calculate mentally, it is best for children to have a 
range of strategies to draw upon. And so that’s what we 
do at school.  You might hear your child talking about a 
number of different strategies they are learning to help 
solve problems.  
As children develop more strategies, they are able to 
choose more efficient ways to solve more complex 
problems.  
Here are three strategies we use (with varying difficulty 
depending on needs of the children; pictures are from Top 
Notch Maths): 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Do we still teach written algorithms in primary school? 
Yes! And that will be my next contribution to our 
Newsletter! 
Happy Maths! 
Amber Anderson 
SLC, Mathematics Committee 

 
 
 

 

Entertainment Books 

We still have 1 hard copy book left! Contact Nat via 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com to order! Digital 
memberships are also still available, head to 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2787i1 

Canteen 

Now open Monday, Wednesday and Friday! Orders due in by 
9am each canteen day. 

Billie G's Gourmet Cookie Dough Fundraiser 

We are running a fundraiser for Billie G's Gourmet Cookie 
Dough! An order form will be going out with this week's 
newsletter or you can order online via 
https://www.cookiedough.com.au (just search for Neville 
Bonner Primary School). Orders close on Friday, August 25th, 
with all money raised going towards gross motor equipment 
i.e. gym mats and maths equipment. Dough will be delivered 
on Wednesday, September 13th to the school canteen where it 
needs to be collected from. You can make over 40 cookies per 
tub, and for each tub sold we make $3.50 to go towards the 
new school equipment! 

Facebook 

Follow us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/NBPS.PandC/ 

Mailing List 

Want to be added to the P&C email list? Find info on our 
Facebook page or email nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 
with your details. 

Book week is happening week 6, which includes a 
variety of different activities around selected books. 
During this week children will have the opportunity 
to dress up as their favourite book character. Keep 

an eye out for a note with more specific information. 
Monday/Tuesday Preschool Groups - Tuesday 22 August 
Thursday/Friday Preschool Groups and Kindergarten to 

Year 6 - Wednesday 23 August. 

          

mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2787i1
https://www.cookiedough.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NBPS.PandC/
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
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Torres Strait Turtles 

Year 1 
 

This term the Torres Strait Turtles are learning about how artefacts such as toys 
have changed over time during our Unit of Inquiry lessons. We have been thinking 
about our favourite toys and if they would have been played with in the past. We 
used oil pastels and watercolours to draw our favourite toys before writing about 
why these toys are special to us. 
 

I love my Barbie, it is fun to play with- Anna 

Lego is my favourite because I like building stuff – Deng 

Starzer is special to me because I bought her with my Nanny- Charlotte 

I love Pikachu because he is good to cuddle when I am alone- Lani 

I like my turtle because he is special- Ryan 

I like Flying Rocket because he flies so high and fast- Siddharth 

Swirly is special to me because Swirly is not from Canberra- Matilda 

Freddy is soft and cuddly, he gives me cuddles all the time- Vedanti 

Princess Shimmer is special to me because I love bringing her shopping- April 

I got this ball at New Zealand- Saurish 

My Nanny got my Diamond Dolly for Christmas- Riley 

When I was small I found a Lego box and I started building.  I love building, it turned 

out to be fabulous- Alisha 

My Belle doll is my favourite because I got her when I was four years old- Joy 

Shine is my favourite toy because she is good for cuddling when I’m sad. Shine looks 

scary but she is really kind and gentle- Millie 

My Tigie is special to me because it is cute and I love it- Keya 

I love playing with Pink Ted on weekends and she gives me cuddles when I feel sad. 

She is brave when I am not- Suri 

Dog is special to me to because I got him when I was a baby- Bailey 

I like my car because I do not have to use my hands because it has a remote- Rudra 

Teddy Bear is special because my mum bought it in a big shop- Ragabi 

Mindcraft is special because it is my favourite character because it is my favourite 

Mindcraft game- Michael 
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Tree Hugging Koalas - Kindergarten 
The Tree Hugging Koalas have been working hard at mastering their 

addition skills to ten and beyond.  They have been using a variety of 

materials including counters, teddy bears, tens frames and number lines to 

create addition equations to ten and beyond. 

Tozah- Four and six is ten! 

Saliha- Five and five more is 

ten! 

Liam- Four plus six equals 

ten! 

Zach- Three plus 

seven equals ten! 
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Minnamurra Rangers - Preschool 
Throughout the year the Minnamurra Rangers have been making 

art using a variety of tools. In the past we have used elastic bands 

to splatter paint, pine cones to roll paint, shaving foam and paint 

mixed together and this time we have used food dye and straws 

to make monsters. To make these monsters we used droppers to 

add colour to a page and then we blew through a straw to 

create a splatter effect. We then added eyes and drew features 

using black markers. Our artworks were inspired by children’s 

interests around monsters and their features.  
 


