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Dates to remember 
September 

14 P&C meeting – 7pm 

14 Yr4/3 Excursion – Australian Mint 

15 Yr 4/3 Excursion – Australian Mint 

15 Yr6 Excursion – CSIRO Discovery Centre 

15 Yr 1 Guest Performer – Aboriginal 

 Storyteller 

18 Jamie Pearlman Basketball 

 Cup and Sue Geh Basketball  

 Cup Yr4/3 

19 ACT Athletics at AIS 

21 Market Day 

 

October 

16 Yr6 Band with Amaroo at Neville 

 Bonner Primary School 

23  Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ 

 Day P-Yr6 

24 Preschool Information Sessions 

 9:30am-10:30am or  

 5:30pm-6:30pm 
26 Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ 

 Day Th/F Preschool 

26 Preschool Information Sessions 

 9:30am-10:30am or  

 5:30pm-6:30pm 

 

Notes home 
 Market Day 
 Yr1 Guest Performer – Aboriginal Storyteller 
 Yr4/3 Excursion - Australian Mint 
 Yr6/5 Excursion- CSIRO Discovery Centre 

 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 
Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 
P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Education Directorate is currently asking for feedback 
about the experience of education in the ACT. This 
includes seeking views from across the community  in 
order to inform a strategy about the future of education. As 
part of Neville Bonner Primary School’s contribution, all 
families will receive a postcard which can be used to 
provide this feedback. Please return your postcard to 
Reception by Friday 15 September  

Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ 

Day 2017 
Monday 23 October 

(For Kindergarten to Year 6 including Monday/Tuesday 

Preschool Learning Groups) 

Thursday 26 October 
(For Thursday/Friday Preschool Learning Groups) 

More information to come! 
 

MARKET DAY 2017 

On Thursday 21 September each Learning Group will 

develop and host their own stall for our annual Market Day. 

Games, craft, food, face painting, hair spraying, all manner 
of stalls feature on this special day. 
This is a fun day in our school calendar.  Watch out for more 
details over the coming weeks. 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au/
mailto:fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:alfie966@me.com
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi06O63uPvVAhVCGpQKHceSBWMQjRwIBw&url=http://missarchersclass.blogspot.com/2016/05/market-day.html&psig=AFQjCNFo9nQTrpaiQWWWeSvH6crcaaVPRw&ust=1504061576366523
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Dear Parents and Carers 

On Monday this week, I was lucky enough to have the 

opportunity to coach the Yr 6/5 Girls Basketball team at 

the Sue Geh Cup competition.  Many schools from the 

northside of Canberra participated in the competition and 

the winning team goes on to play against the winners of 

the southside competition.  The Neville Bonner Primary 

team was outstanding, winning four of its five games and 

qualifying for the semifinal.  Although we lost the 

semifinal, the children were outstanding in their focus, 

commitment, team work and skill.  We set goals for each 

new game, based on our collective feedback on the 

previous game.  At the end of the day, we were proud to 

reflect on the fact that together we achieved every goal 

we set for ourselves!  Amber (Team Leader Yr 6/5) kept us 

organised as team manager and a number of parents and 

carers joined us for the day and performed brilliantly as 

our support team!  A special thanks goes to Widury, who 

kindly assisted with scoring for many of our games.  

Congratulations to our team members who were 

outstanding ambassadors for Neville Bonner Primary 

School:  Ann, Tiffany, Isabella, Pari, Janel, Natalia, Jazmin, 

Maha, Rebecca and Skylar. 

 

I hope all Neville Bonner fathers and special carers had a 

wonderful Fathers’ Day last Sunday.  I’m sure you were 

pampered and I do know that many of you enjoyed 

breakfast in bed – many of your thoughtful children have 

shared their ‘menus’ with me!  I must say I had a little 

chuckle as I envisioned our fathers’ rather precarious 

culinary start to their special day!   

Today you will receive a note about Market Day, which is 

being held on Thursday 21 September.  Market Day is a 

special day, run for the children and by the children.  Each 

Learning Group organises a stall and the children buy from 

other stalls as well as sell at their own.  The children bring 

no more than $5 (in coins preferably ) and use this ‘real 

life’ opportunity to make decisions about purchases, work 

out the giving and receiving of change, plan and negotiate.  

Most importantly, they will be having lots of fun while 

learning!   Please read the note –there are suggestions as 

to how families can assist with their child’s Learning 

Group’s stall. 

Notes will be sent home shortly about the Information 

Sessions for 2018 Preschool and Kindergarten.  Preschool 

sessions will be held on Tuesday 24 October at 9:30am-

10:30am or 5:30pm-6:30pm and Thursday 26 October 

9:30am-10:30am or 5:30pm-6:30pm. A Kindergarten 

session will be held on Thursday 2 November at 9:30am-

10:30am or 5:30pm-6:30pm.  The note will also advise of 

the Preschool Session for your child-either 

Monday/Tuesday or Wednesday/Thursday.  

Just a reminder that children are not to come to school 

before 8.30am and must be collected/leave for home at 

3pm.  I have noticed an increasing number of children 

arriving very early in the morning.  There is no provision 

for supervision prior to 8.30am.  If you need to drop your 

child prior to 8.30am, please contact Communities@ Work 

for enrolment in the Before School Care programme.   

Let’s hope this cold snap is simply winter bidding farewell!  

Here’s to Spring, warmth and Floriade in the coming 

weeks! 

Have a restful weekend! 

Fran 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Back again! – Woolworths Earn and Learn 
Thank you for your support on the Woolworths Earn and Learn 
program.  
For every $10 spent at Woolworths a sticker can be collected.  
Boxes for the sticker sheets can be found at the front office 
and Woolworths Bonner. 
Every sticker counts to some great resources for our school. 
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Preschool 
This fortnight Preschool have been enjoying the frosty 

mornings and welcoming some sunshine together. We 

have had many opportunities for outdoor learning and 

play. The children have been exploring the ice and frost in 

the mornings, intrigued by how it can be broken into 

shards and how it melts in the sun.  

In week six we had our Learning Journeys. The children felt 

so proud to be able to share their learning with their 

adults. We spent the day teaching our families how to 

make musical instruments, how to use our library, how our 

school worm farm works and how to use measuring tape 

to identify lengths of objects, including our bodies and 

towers, among many other things.  

To celebrate Book Week our preschoolers created 

accessories from books such as ‘Ella Kazoo Will Not Brush 

Her Hair’ by Lee Fox and ‘The Book With No Pictures’ by J. 

Novak , and dressed up as characters from our favourite 

books. We showed off our elaborate costumes with others 

in our school community. The end of the week 

preschoolers displayed them at the Book Week Assembly 

and the start of the week preschoolers held a picnic and 

parade in the sunshine.  

Embracing the warmer weather, the children have also 

been caring for the plants in our outdoor Learning Area. 

We have spent time each week watering the gardens and 

planting flowers and herbs, having conversations about 

the upcoming change in seasons.  

We look forward to the weeks to come, with buddy 

activities planned for Literacy and Numeracy week. 

Kindergarten 
Kindy have had a wonderful time sharing their memories 

with their peers this term throughout their History 

unit.  The personal museums have been a great success, 

and we thank the adults for allowing the students to bring 

special items in!  In addition, we have started working on 

our next Geography Unit of Inquiry, which will consist of 

identifying the features of familiar places, drawing maps, 

and giving directions.   

Finally, we are preparing for our Market Day in Week 10, 

and look forward to selling our products, and buying those 

made by other Learning Groups! 

 
 

Year 1 
Year one have been exploring the different text types in 

English. We will begin looking at procedural text structures 

to create our very own recipes to understand what 

information is needed when writing procedures. In maths 

children have been demonstrating their knowledge of 

time  by reading the story ‘The Grouchy Ladybug’ and 

following the events that take place at certain times of the 

day. In our unit of inquiry we have been focusing on how 

objects have changed over time. The Year One Learning 

Groups have begun to create and modify a toy of their 

choice to demonstrate their knowledge of how objects 

change to serve a purpose. 

Year 2 
What has no beginning, end or middle and touches every 
continent?  
Year 2 has dived into their exploration of the Earth’s 

oceans and has learnt many new ‘mind boggling’ facts, for 

example ‘The largest ocean on Earth is the Pacific Ocean, it 

covers around 30% of the Earth's surface’. In Science they 

have mixed and separated many different mixtures. 

Students have been required to describe, draw a diagram 

and label their observations.  

Parents Beware! Our students have been developing their 

skills of ‘persuasion’ and are now able to use vocabulary, 

such as ‘definitely’, ‘without a doubt’, and ‘No-one can 

argue that…’  to strengthen their position. We are 

confident that they are gaining the skills to win any 

argument.   

During our Learning Journey it was rewarding to see the 

students competently show their visitors what ‘we do’ at 

school. We would like to thank all those who joined us and 

explored the world of ‘school’ at Neville Bonner in 2017.  

The students who have been participating in the Swim 
School program are making excellent progress while 
learning an essential skill for life.  Thank you to the adults 
who made sure all personal items were labelled with their 
child’s name. It makes dressing and returning lost items a 
lot easier. 
Answer: The Ocean. 

Year 4/3 
It has been a busy few weeks for our Year 4/3 students 

with Swim School and Water Safety lessons currently 

taking place. As part of our Health program the children 
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have been looking to identify safe and unsafe situations 

around the home and suggest possible ways to make some 

situations safer. 

In Mathematics, the students have been learning all about 

money, including the ways in which different currencies 

can be represented and applying mathematical operations 

to solve purchase problems. This will also lead into our 

upcoming excursion to the Royal Australian Mint, where 

the students will be able to see Australian coins being 

manufactured. 

In English, we have been continuing to develop and edit 

information texts about a famous explorer from the 

1500’s. Some of the explorers we have been researching 

include Vasco Da Gama, Christopher Columbus and Marco 

Polo. The students have enjoyed sharing and discussing 

interesting facts about their chosen explorer. 

Year 6/5 
How can it possibly be week 8 already? Time is flying and 

each day is bursting at the seams with fun, exciting 

learning tasks in the Yr6/5 Learning Spaces. 

In English/Science we have been writing short texts using 

Google Classroom about the importance of using 

Renewable Energy and we have created print 

advertisements, advertising the Renewable Energy we 

have been focusing on. 

Also in Science, we have continued learning about and 

creating circuits and have investigated conductive and 

insulating materials. 

In Maths we have continued our Probability Investigations. 

We have also been investigating angles, learning about 

equivalent and inverse number sentences and practicing 

complex multiplication problems. 

Swim school is almost complete and all the children have 

enjoyed the programs they have been involved in. 

Students attending Swim School have made tremendous 

progress in their swimming capabilities and those who 

have participated in the Water and Sun Safety programs 

run at school have shown significant development in their 

understandings of these important issues. 

Preparations for Market Day, which tie in with our 

Business and Economics unit are underway and we have 

begun sourcing the necessary products to run our stalls. 

As we approach the school holidays, some children are 

showing signs of being tired and some are turning up to 

school noticeably unwell. We ask that you please keep 

unwell children (and those that you suspect are unwell) at 

home to prevent the spread of the nasty bugs that are 

travelling around. Also please make sure that upon return 

to school all children bring a note explaining their absence.  

Literacy 
Writing Fair 
Last week the staff attended a professional learning 

session with a focus on writing. In preparation for the 

session the English team created a Neville Bonner display 

that highlighted some of the structures we use to support 

our students’ writing. Our display’s focus was on providing 

students with oral language opportunities and experiences 

before writing even begins. We had photos of the students 

participating in dramatic activities, on a rollarcoaster 

(using the interactive whiteboard), constructing fidget 

spiners and using words to describe ways to play musical 

instruments during an assembly item.  

 

We were lucky enough to share our work with the            

ACT Education Directorate’s Director General – Natalie 

Howson. The teachers were able to browse other school 

displays and will be discussing how they can implement 

some of the great work happening across other ACT 

schools.  

Erin Minehan 

English Committee 
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Library News 
We have been very busy in 

the library lately. I would 

like to introduce Matthew 

Perram. Matthew has 

started working in the 

library on a Wednesday 

and Thursday and has 

been very busy  

cataloguing hundreds of 

books we have bought or 

been donated throughout 

the year.  

We are now looking for volunteers who would be happy 

to take some of our books home and cover them with 
contact. All materials are supplied. If you can help, please 
let either Reception or library staff know. 

Kevin Pocknall 

Music 
This week in music the Yr6/5 students have been working 

on song writing. Year 4/3  have been working on note 

reading and Yr2 students have been practising their 

xylophone skills. Year 1 have been reviewing different 

instruments while Kindergarten were busy learning how to 

write and clap different rhythms.  

Over the coming weeks some of the Learning Groups will 
be trialling a new Dance programme called Every Chance 
to Dance.  
Every Chance to Dance is the first online dance resource to 
deliver arts, health and physical education outcomes to 
Australian primary schools. Aligned with the Australian 
Curriculum, Every Chance to Dance gives teachers a fun, 
practical tool to provide a high quality learning experience 
for their students. For more information on the 
programme please follow the link to their website 
https://ec2d.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

P&C Meeting 
Our next meeting will be held in the staff lounge from 
7pm on Thursday, September 14th. Come along and 
share your ideas on fundraising and how we can 
support our kids, as well as find out more about what's 
been happening around the school and what's planned 
for the rest of the year. 

Canteen 
Open for lunch orders Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
(these close promptly at 9am, either via Flexischools or 
direct to the canteen team). Meal deal available 
Monday only. 
Open for over the counter sales during Monday and 
Friday afternoon snack breaks. Please put money in an 
envelope with your child's name and amount on the 
front. 

Want to know more? 
Check out the P&C Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/NBPS.PandC or email us 
via nevillebonner.pandc@gmail.com 

Canteen News 

Monday Meal Deal 

 
 
 

 

Only available on Mondays! 
 

Mac and Cheese 
Drink 

Choc Chip Cookie 
$6.00 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi959mYjY3WAhUFkpQKHQJCDAwQjRwIBw&url=https://ec2d.com/&psig=AFQjCNEN7m85hEcK6ZJV3x6ivHzXMm_ghA&ust=1504668487299632
https://ec2d.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NBPS.PandC
mailto:nevillebonner.pandc@gmail.com
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Interested Stakeholder, 
Gundaroo Drive to Francis Forde Boulevard and Francis Forde Boulevard to Mulligans Flat Road – Change in Pedestrian 
Arrangements   
Along the duplication sections, two new bridges are to be constructed adjacent to the existing bridges.  Works are soon to 
commence on the new bridge near Forde Pond and the shared pedestrian and cycle path passing under this bridge is 
scheduled to be closed for the period from 11 September 2017 to the end of February 2018.  
A pedestrian detour will be put in place to direct all pedestrians to the bridge underpass near Katherine Ave.  (refer to 
diagram below). 
Works for the second new bridge near Katherine Avenue will commence only after the first bridge at Forde Pond is complete. 
The underpass will be reopened to allow pedestrian and cycle traffic to pass under Horse Park Drive.  The second bridge is 
currently scheduled for construction between February and August 2018.  

We appreciate your patience and understanding during this construction period. For further information please contact 
horsepark@canberracontractors.com.au 
 

Regards, 

Jason Burgess |Construction Manager 

 

 
P: 02 6242 8122 | F: 02 6242 8133 |  
PO Box 335 Unit 4/98 Vicars St MITCHELL ACT 2911 
E: horsepark@canberracontractors.com.au 

 

 Certified to 

ISO 31000, AS 4801, ISO 14001 & ISO 9001 

 

mailto:horsepark@canberracontractors.com.au
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Year 1 

Fraser Island 

Flying Foxes 
‘Shape Robots’ 

The Fraser Island Flying 

Foxes have been learning 

about 2D and 3D shapes in 

Maths. We created ‘shape 

robots’ using familiar two – 

dimensional shapes. I 

wonder if you can name all 

of the shapes we used! 

 


