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Dates to remember 
OCTOBER 
25/10 Preschool Bus Wash – Veggie 

 Patch Kids  

25/10 Gungahlin College Sport Day 

30/10  Grandparents and Special        

 Friends Day P-Yr 6 

30/10 School photos distributed for 

 whole school and Mon/Tues 

 Preschool 

 
NOVEMBER 
1/11 Th/F Preschool Grandparents 

 and Special Friends Day 

1/11 School photos distributed for 

 Th/Fri Preschool 

1/11 Gungahlin College Sport Day 

1/11 P&C Meeting 7:00pm 

1/11 Yr 5 Combined Band at Neville 

 Bonner Primary School 

6/11 Kindergarten Orientation 2019 

8/11 Kindergarten Information 
 Session 2019 

6,9,13&14/11   Preschool excursion to 
 National Gallery of Australia 
7/11 Yr 6 transition day to Amaroo 
 school 
12-13/11 Yr 4/3 excursion – Birrigai 

13/11 Spring Soiree 
 

Notes home 
 Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day 

invitation 
 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

Board Chair: Paul Costanzo 
alfie966@me.com 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 

FRIDAY 26 OCTOBER 
Every day, teachers make a difference in children’s lives. They create 
opportunities for their students, empower minds and proudly teach our 
country’s future leaders, innovators and influencers.  

Celebrated in more than 100 countries world-wide, World Teachers’ Day 
was established by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) in 1994 to recognise the role of teachers in 
society. 

World Teachers’ Day is held internationally on 5 October. As the day 
usually falls during school holidays, Australia holds its celebrations on the 
last Friday of October each year. 

On World Teachers’ Day, Neville Bonner Primary School acknowledges 
the dedication and commitment of not only teachers, but all members of 
staff – teachers, administration and learning assistants. I know that the 
Neville Bonner Primary School community joins me in celebrating the 
extraordinary contribution that all these amazing professionals make to 
the learning, experiences and opportunities of every single child. Three 
cheers for them all! 

 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au/
mailto:fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:alfie966@me.com
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com


NEVILLE BONNER PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – TERM 4 WEEK 2 2 
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to the last term of 2018!  I hope you and your 
children enjoyed some relaxing time together during the 
term break.  Fourth term is always a particularly busy one 
for children and staff, with many activities, new learning 
and the second semester Reports and Portfolios. 

Some of the special events during term 4 include: 

 Sport coaching sessions led by Gungahlin College 

students 

 ACT Chief Minister’s Student Congress 

 Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day/s 

 Jump Rope 

 One Walk Diabetes 

 Excursions 

 Soiree 

 Concert 

 Information and Orientation Sessions for Preschool, 

Kindergarten and Years 1-6 2019 

 Year 6 Graduation and Farewell 

During the term break, the preparations for the delivery of 
the next set of demountable buildings began.  The 
construction fence and site sheds have been set up and in 
coming weeks the work will begin for the arrival of the 
buildings at the end of term.  We are anticipating eight new 
classrooms for the start of the 2019 school year.   
You may have noticed the new parking signs on Burnum 
Burnum Close, near the construction area.  Please take note 
of the parking restrictions.  These signs were planned 
earlier in the year to address the concerning parking/driving 
behaviours of many of those using the area.  Police will 
patrol the area so do be mindful of the signs – both in the 
interests of the children’s safety and your wallet! 
Later in the term, some of Burnum Burnum Close will be 
unavailable for parking due to the needs of the construction 
area. 

A few reminders: 
Names on belongings!  The financial cost to families in lost 
property due to failure to label children’s jackets and other 
belongings is enormous.  Please help us to help you by 
taking just a minute to write your child’s name on clothing, 
drink bottles and lunch bottles. 
Mobile phones:  all mobile phones brought to school by 
children are to be taken to Reception for minding during 
the school day.  Children are requested to go straight to 
Reception on arrival at school and collect the phone on 
their way home.  We do understand that some 
parents/carers provide phones for safety reasons.  Please 
remind your child about this important protocol. 

Hats:  all children require a SunSmart approved hat at 
school at all times.  If you need assistance in obtaining a hat 
for your child, please do not hesitate to let me know so I 
can help. 

Next week, we have the opportunity to meet with the lead 
member of the team who undertook School Review in 
August, to workshop the outline of the school’s Strategic 
Plan 2019-2023.  Through the School Board and other 
meeting opportunities we will share this work with our 
community during term four.  It is hard to believe that our 
‘new’ school has already completed almost six years and we 
now move into a period where it will celebrate its tenth 
anniversary!  Our first group of Year 6 students are 
currently preparing to enter Year 12 – their last year of 
schooling!  Where has that time gone? 

Term Overviews have been sent home this week.  Please 
take the time to look at these with your children and chat 
with them about the up-coming learning for the term.  If 
you have a particular interest or expertise in any of the 
learning subjects, please let your child’s teacher know – we 
would love you to come in and share your knowledge with 
the children.  Your child would be so proud to have you 
visit! 

Have a relaxing weekend – enjoy the warmth! 

Fran 
PS I have had a sneak peek at the school photos –they are 
beautiful.  I feel sure you will love your child’s photo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Photos 
 

School Photos have arrived and will be 

distributed on: Tuesday 30 October for 

Whole School and Monday/Tuesday 

Preschool Learning Groups and on 

Thursday 1 November for Preschool 

Learning Groups. 



NEVILLE BONNER PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – TERM 4 WEEK 2 3 
 

 

 

Preschool 

Term 4 is a busy time for the Preschoolers, as they begin to 
understand the changes that are in store for them in the 
coming year. Our Unit of Inquiry this term is focused on 
‘Changes and Transitions’, which will involve an exploration 
of the changes that the children have already experienced 
in their lives – growing up from a baby and toddler, for 
example – and where they will go next. Our groups have 
begun to discuss what they know about changes in the 
world around us, with interesting ideas about how seeds 
change to plants, the sky goes from dark to light as night 
becomes day, and even they changes in children from the 
beginning to the end of the week! 

Our groups will be following their interests in the coming 
weeks in this investigation of change. You might notice the 
evidence of our learning about the phases of the moon, the 
way the weather changes (and how we might predict this 
change by observing the clouds), and a range of plants 
growing from seeds. What do you notice about things that 
change in your learning at home? We’d love to hear your 
ideas! 

Kindergarten 

After a wonderful first week back, the Kindergarten children 
have lots of new learning to share with you! We have begun 
investigating materials and their properties in science, 
comparing objects from the past with the present in our 
Unit of Inquiry and are discussing the ways we can live a 
healthy lifestyle in Health.  

Soccer has been one of the most popular games at play 
break as we are 
practising our kicking, 
passing and goal 
scoring skills in physical 
education.  

We are excited to begin some new ‘Read Alouds’ as we 
learn to compare and contrast fiction and non-fiction texts. 
We are becoming more and more fluent with our number 
facts in Maths, and enjoy using these to play different 
number games. A big term ahead for Kindergarten, 
including a visit from ACT Fire and Rescue coming up in 
week 5!  

Year 1 

Year one have been comparing different text types in 
English. We have completed information and procedural 
texts as part of the completion of our water park unit of 
Inquiry. In maths, children have been finalising their water 
park maps using their positional language and have been 
ordering and comparing numbers to 100. Year one have 

also been investigating changes of state that are reversible 
and irreversible in science. They have been using this 
knowledge to indicate where they will store food items in 
their water park canteen to demonstrate their 
understanding of these changes in state. Year One are 
looking forward to the upcoming Grandparents’ and Special 
Friends’ day.  

Year 2 

Welcome back to Term 4. The teachers are very excited to 
have the children back for their final term in Year 2.  

During this short time children have been practising their 
debating skills. Children have been looking at constructing 
solid arguments with reasons to support their view.  

In maths we have been looking at Australian currency. We 
have been practising counting money and looking at 
equivalent values. This means we can look at two five cent 
coins and know that it is the same as one ten cent piece.  

In science we are investigating mixtures and how different 
substances react when they are combined. In Physical 
Education we have been mixing two or more games togther 
to make a new game!  

Year 4/3 

We have started our last term with enthusiasm and style.  
Each Learning Group is exploring new games to develop 
physical skills, tolerance and team work.  We are all looking 
at the changes in our environment as the new building work 
starts.  We have a prime viewing position to watch the 
further development of our school.  We are excited to see 
our learning in practice, particularly where our angle 
measurements, mapping, tessellation and physical fitness 
are demonstrated in the construction area. 

This week we look forward to a visit from the students from 
Gungahlin College and a day of sporty learning with them. 
When we look back on the year so far it is amazing how 
much this wonderful group of students has grown as 
learners. 

Year 6/5 

What an exciting start to term four! The Year 6 children are 
abuzz with talk of Graduation, as they count down their 
remaining days in primary school. 

Week one Assembly saw both our 
Year 5 and Year 6 band children 
perform. Both bands played 
exceptionally well and the children 
of Neville Bonner Primary School 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRrLag8p3eAhWafn0KHRKaCVYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clip2art.com/explore/Soccer clipart soccer team/&psig=AOvVaw0Kv6cgOyrs1kFR2xviHDAI&ust=1540429756119413
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjrjbH99Z3eAhWIKo8KHY7PBUgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://ru.kisspng.com/png-musical-ensemble-big-band-concert-band-school-band-1761100/&psig=AOvVaw3S5E2tbUIuNj64ee99jPTN&ust=1540430737917832


NEVILLE BONNER PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – TERM 4 WEEK 2 4 
 

 

 

were blown away by how amazing they both sounded! 

In English we have begun our poetry unit with sharing Solli 
Rapheal’s 2017 winning performance of Poetry Slam. The 
children were mesmerised by Solli’s performance and have 
begun the unit filled with passion, and excitement about 
the possibility of writing engaging poetry this term. 

In mathematics we are still revising multiplication and 
division, before we launch into BODMAS and inverse 
number sentences at the beginning of next week. The 
children have been focusing on discussing and solving word 
problems, identifying different strategies that can be used 
to reach the answer. 

Our new science unit is ‘Changing Matter’ and the children 
have begun conversations about the differences between 
solids, liquids and gases. We are all excited about the 
science experiments ahead! 

As the weather is warming up, we ask that all families 
ensure that their children are applying sunscreen before 
school and have their own sunscreen at school, as we 
reapply each day before Break Two, as part of our SunSafe 
Policy. We also ask that children have a SunSafe hat at 
school each day - clearly labelled with their name. 

Spring Soiree 

We are eagerly awaiting the Spring Soiree which will be 
held on Tuesday 13th November. 

More information regarding auditions will be provided 
soon, so keep an eye and an ear out. 

We look forward to the students showcasing their talents 
on the night! 

Story Time at Gungahlin Library  

Gungahlin Library offers Story time, a session full of stories, 
rhymes and songs suitable for 3-5 year old children and 
their parents/carers. The sessions are run every Thursday at 
10:30am during school terms, for approximately 30 
minutes. 

 

Story time helps develop: 

 A love of books and lifelong use of libraries 

 Pre-reading skills and a desire to learn to read 
 Listening and language skills 
 Cooperative behaviour as part of a group 
 Understanding of simple concepts 
 Imagination and creativity 

Bilingual Story Time sessions also take place across all ACT 
libraries. Please see the table for the dates and times for 
the Gungahlin Library sessions. 

 

Erin Minehan 

English Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Library Time Language 

Thursday  
18 October 

Gungahlin 10.30-11.30am Mandarin 

Saturday  
3 November 

Gungahlin 10.30-11.30am Indonesian 

Saturday  
10 November 

Belconnen 10.30-11.30am Vietnamese 

Saturday  
24 November 

Gungahlin 10.30-11.30am Thai 

Saturday  
1 December 

Gungahlin 10.30-11.30am Arabic 

Saturday  
8 December 

Gungahlin 10.30-11.30am Indonesian 

Thursday  
13 December 

Gungahlin 10.30-11.30am Mandarin 

Semester Two Student Reports and Portfolios 

Semester Two Student Reports and Portfolios will be 
sent home at the end of week 9. We are unable to 
provide children’s Reports and Portfolios prior to this 
time. If your family has begun holidays early, your 
child’s Report and Portfolios will be available for 
collection at the beginning of the 2019 school year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&C General Meeting 
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, 1st of 
November at 7pm. Please come and join us in the staff 
lounge. 

Canteen 
Icy poles are now available at over the counter sales on 
Mondays and Fridays! And don’t forget, we still have all 
of our yummy menu items and meal deals available for 
lunch Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 
Try something new today! 

 

Year 6 Families 

Save the Date! 
The Year 6 Graduation Ceremony 2018 will 

be held at 12 midday on Thursday 20 
December 

 
We are excited to say that this special day is approaching us very soon. 

We would like to invite Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ to our school 

on Tuesday 30 October for our whole school celebration and Thursday 1 

November for Thursday/Friday Preschool. 

Here is a rundown of what the day will look like: 

From 8:30 – Three ‘Photo Booths’ will be set up for opportunities to take 

some memorable photos. Please remember to take photos of your children 

only.  

9:00 – Yunggaballi begins 

9:10 – Welcome to my learning space. You will have the opportunity to 

visit and participate in an art experience. Artworks will be displayed on 

our library window. 

9:45 – Morning tea on the River listening to music and mingling. 

10:15 – Thank you for coming.  

If you have lost your invitation or missed getting one, never fear, we 

still welcome you here. 

 

Please note: To be completed if your child is not attending Neville Bonner Primary School in 2019. Yr 6 
and Preschool parent/carers are not required to submit this form. 

MY CHILD WILL NOT BE ATTENDING  
NEVILLE BONNER PRIMARY IN 2019 

 

Please note: for administration purposes we require this information by 3.30pm Friday 26 October. 
Please contact Fran, phone 6142 1201, by the same date if you need an extension to this deadline. 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Learning Group:       ___________________________________________________ 
 

School in 2019:   ___________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Carer name: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Signature:    ___________________________________________________ 
 
Date:   ______________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN TO RECEPTION BY FRIDAY 26 OCTOBER 2018 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Balanced Bunch we have been looking at the 
French artist Henri Matisse. He created collages made 
from coloured cut out shapes arranged on paper. In his 
art he used only his scissors to cut out a range of 
shapes by taking his scissors for a walk in different 
directions on the paper. He called this ‘Drawing With 
Scissors’. With this knowledge the students created 
their own example of a cut out collage using different 
shapes and colours.  


