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Primary School 
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Newsletter-Term 3 
Week 10 

Dates to remember 
 
SEPT 
25  Pyjama day & movie fun 
25  Last day of Term 3 
 
OCT 
4   Daylight saving time begins 
5   Public holiday Labour Day 
12  First day of Term 4 
19-23  Book week 
 

Notes home 
 Kindergarten BASE results 

SMS texts home 

 Absences 

 Funtastic Sports 

 Pyjama day reminder 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

Board Chair: Amani Kerr 

  

DON’T FORGET YOUR HAT 
 

All children must have their 

sun hats at school.  Hats must 
be worn every play break and 
for outside learning.  Please 

ensure your children’s hats are 
clearly labelled with their 

names. 

Friday 25 September is the last day of Term 3 

Term 4 begins Monday 12 October 

Don’t forget tomorrow is 

 

 

And Movie Fun 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The children have had a very successful term.  It has been their first full 
term on site at school in 2020, so it has been particularly tiring, yet they 
have ‘soldiered on’ and maintained their focus on learning. 

 

We recognise that the year has been a tough one for us all, but particu-
larly the children.  As a school, we are mindful of the importance of look-
ing after the children’s emotional well-being.  We know how important it 
is to make sure ‘fun’ is a key element of each day, and that there is al-
ways something ‘fun’ to look forward to.   

 

This week we have enjoyed our Funtastic Sports day, and, despite the 
windy weather, we all had fun.  A big thank you goes to Richard and the 
staff team who planned and organised this special event for the children.  
It is a massive ‘behind the scenes’ task and we are grateful to everyone 
who contributed to Funtastic Sports. 

 

On Friday, we have our well-earned relaxing ‘Pyjama and Movie’ day. 
Thank you to Holly for organising this event for the children.  With wet 
weather forecast for Friday, there is probably no better way to relax, then 
settling in with your friends in the warm, to watch a movie! 

 

Throughout this term, our teachers have continued professional learning 
about an important process in the teaching of reading -Guided Reading.  
The professional learning reminds us of meaning and thinking as the sig-
nificant elements associated with deep engagement in reading.   

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au
mailto:fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com


Neville Bonner Primary School Newsletter – WEEK 10    2 

Neville Bonner Primary School  |  Mabo Boulevard BONNER ACT 2914 
Telephone  6142 1201 | Fax 6142 1204 | Email  nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au | Website  www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au  

 

Preschool 
Spring has arrived! The Preschool Learning Groups have been 
enjoying the sunshine and exploring the outside 
environments.  Children have started many discussions, from 

the changes they have observed, difference in smells, to 
what they can hear in the outside yard.  These discussions 
have also guided the start of some projects - growing seeds 
and mushrooms, investigating new bugs and insects, and 
starting to record changes through multiple creative 
experiences.   
 
With the end of term closing in, the Preschool children have 
been engaging with peers from other groups through a range 
of fun games.  Groups have been supported to participate in 
games that foster peer cooperation, including ‘memory’ and 
‘snap’ card games, dominoes and group parachute games. 
Other Learning Groups have been promoting the concept of 
considering others by making bracelets and necklaces for the 
purpose of giving to others. We hope you have a lovely 
break. See you in Term 4. 
 

Kindergarten 
In Kindergarten, as we come to the conclusion of Term 3, we 

are busy designing and making our own toys. The children 

have looked at and discussed the materials that popular toys 

are made of, as well as how each of our favourite toys move. 

All of the children are excited to bring home their toys made 

from recyclable materials.  

While designing our own toys, children took the time to plan 

how their toys would move and the materials needed to 

create them. We are sure you will have loads of fun playing 

with them and we encourage families to ask the children to 

explain, how their toy moves and how they were designed. 

As we learnt about different types of movement, we also 

discussed how people can move and why it is important that 

we keep moving to stay healthy. We have been enjoying the 

sunshine while doing Physical Education and have been 

reminding our friends that wearing our hats keeps us safe 

from the sun. It’s been such a busy term of learning! We are 

excited for the upcoming break and can’t wait to sleep in or 

maybe have a cheeky nap!  

 
 

Year 1  
Wow! What a fabulous Term 3 we’ve had in Year 1. Let’s 

think back on some of the fun things we have done! 

• We designed and constructed a water slide for a 

waterpark and tested it using a marble. We have 

some budding planners, designers and builders 

amongst us!  

• We enjoyed continuing to learn about the beat and 

rhythm in Music. You might like to ask your child to 

sing songs to you such as ‘Everybody keep the beat 

just like….’,’Bounce high bounce low’ and ‘Love 

somebody.’ 

• In English we used our creative minds to write 

imaginative stories.  

The teachers have learnt of innovative ways to engage chil-
dren in thinking deeply about what they are reading in or-
der to promote comprehension at many levels.  We want 
the children to enjoy the challenges of exploring the au-
thor’s intentions and messages, understanding and appre-
ciating the written word as an essential communication 
tool. 

We have also recently been reviewing our planning and 
explicit teaching in the areas of handwriting, spelling and 
social-emotional well being.  Look out for more infor-
mation about these in term 4, including ways in which  
families can support the children’s learning in these im-
portant aspects of primary school education. 
 
It is always impressive to see children demonstrate initia-
tive and leadership within our school.  Some of our Year 2 
children have done just that!  They came up with the idea 
of a student Newsletter – for students and by students.  
The children have worked with our Learning Support Assis-
tant, Haydn, and are shortly to publish the very first edi-
tion! Congratulations and thank you to Sophie and Claudia.                    

Our new outdoor learning area, on the site of the recently 
removed demountable building known as Guginya, is al-
most complete.  The new area will retain the name  
Guginya (Ngunnawal word for Kookaburra).  Guginya has 
an extensive deck area, artificial grass patch, new plants, all 
shaded by two ‘sails’.  We look forward to learning and 
relaxing on Guginya next term. 
 
This week, we have launched our revised school letter-
head.  Look for it in today’s Newsletter.  What do you no-
tice? Yes, our letterhead acknowledges that our school is 
on Ngunnawal Country. Everyday at Neville Bonner Prima-
ry School, we remind ourselves, through acknowledgment 
of country, that we have come together to learn on the 
land of the Ngunnawal people.  Adding this important  
acknowledgment to our letter head is just another way of 
expressing our respect and helping us to remember this 
profound and humbling reality. 
 
I hope the weather does warm up after this chilly weekend 
and that you and your children have some relaxing time 
together.   

 

Don’t forget that daylight savings starts on Sunday morning 
4 October – put your clock forward by one hour!  I’ve no-
ticed over the years that it often takes the children about 
two weeks to adjust to the time change, so be prepared for 
some ‘grumpiness’ for a little while! Have a wonderful 
break! 

Fran 
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• Investigating in Maths, we used a variety of strategies 

such as counting on, counting back and partitioning, to 

solve addition and subtraction problems. We especially 

enjoyed solving the mystery pictures.  

• What a wonderful time we had making analogue 

clocks, money trees and measuring the capacity and 

volume of containers with water and cubes! 

What a way to finish the term with the Funtastic Sports day 

on Wednesday, and our Pyjama and Movie day on the last day 

of term. It is a wonderful end to an action-packed term of 

learning! 

 
 
Year 2 
Year 2 had an amazing time with Martin and Bruno the Water 
Watch experts! We got to sort and classify different water 
bugs.  We used spoons and pipettes to put them into ice cube 
trays called ‘bug hotels’.   
 
“We learnt about different bugs that live in the water.  We got 
spoons for the big ones and pipettes for the smaller ones to 
put them into the bug hotels.” -Hannah 
 
“We got pipettes and spoons. My tactic was to get a spoon 
and get the pipette to pull it out.  We sucked the bug up and 
put them in the trays.”  Ali H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“There was a lot of little ones and some were big.  There were 
bloodworms.  I caught a lot of them.” Emily D 
 
“There were backswimmers, glass shrimp and leeches.” 
Nathan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“There were backswimmers, glass shrimp and leeches.” 
Nathan 
 
“I remember getting a little freshwater snail.  I caught a really 
small shrimp and a bloodworm.  We used spoons and a sucker 
thingy.”  Abigail 
 
“I picked up a glass shrimp with a spoon and put it in an insect 
hotel.” Mason 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“We caught bugs in a container filled with water.  Some of 
them were bloodworms.  We put them in the bug hotel.” Ali C 
 
“We found a lot of little bugs and big ones.  We found a 
scorpion bug and we put it in the ice cube trays.”  Andrej 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I caught a bloodworm.”  Keira 
 
“We caught things that look like shrimps. There was a bug 
that was very, very small with red on its back.”  Ranuth 
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 Year 4/3 
 

The Year 4/3 classes have been hard at work on stop motion 
these past weeks. We started by looking at some famous 
examples of stop motion to give us inspiration. Then we 
planned our materials, story, and set. Finally it was time for 
us to start filming. We took hundreds of photos and pieced 
them together to make our amazing videos. Some of our 
students had this to say as they worked... 
 
“We are planning to do a haunted forest. A girl goes in and 
runs away from a ghost and gets trapped in a cave.” - Ria 
 
“We’re finding it difficult to make the people stand and to 
make it perfect.” - Fatima 
 
“We are filming a stop motion called “The Death of the 
Climber.” - Jalen 
 
“There’s this guy who’s going rock climbing, but he falls down 
and gets eaten by this grey stuff. Then his ghost comes out of 
the grave.” - Christy 
 
“A snow man is building itself. At the end there’s a giant 
snowball that rolls and destroys the snowman.” - Joy 
 
“Our stop motion is about a girl and a boy kicking a ball. Then 
the ball gets lost in a bush so Superdog comes and saves the 
ball.” - Keya 
 
“We’re making this planet that the aliens are going to go to in 
search of treasure, but the treasure turns out to be a shoe.” - 
Jasleen 
 
“A challenge for our stop motion is how to make it look 
realistic. How do we get the aliens onto the planet?” - Ragabi 
 
“We’re doing a battle between a square and a circle. The 
winner gets a trophy.” Aidan T 

 
Year 6/5 
The Year 6/5 children have been working hard while finishing 

off their learning for term 3. 

In English, our Year 6/5 children continued their work on 

informative writing. They have been learning about different 

text types to convey information. It has been enjoyable for 

them to learn about animal reports, biographies and 

autobiographies. 

‘Area’ and ‘Perimeter’ are adding to the Maths Fun for our 

Year 6/5 children. They have been doing some interesting 

activities, such as measuring various objects for their length 

and then calculating their area and perimeter. 

Our ‘Ground Breakers’ unit has been an exciting experience 

this term. Children worked collaboratively in groups 

refreshing and updating their research skills. They have been 

developing ideas to solve the problems associated with their 

inventions followed by coming up with a prototype of their 

solutions. 

Children have been producing fascinating artworks using a 

range of mediums, such as acrylic paints, food colours 

(marbling) and oil pastels in their Learning Areas.  

This term has been busy and highly productive with lots of 

learning and new experiences. We wish all our families a 

restful and safe holiday and we look forward to being back for 

another term of learning. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

and  

STATIONERY CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Early in the year, families were provided with 
information about both the financial and 
stationery contributions for 2020. Attached to 
today’s Newsletter are reminder notes about 
these important financial contributions.  Thank 
you to all families who have so far provided 
their contributions.  If you have not done so, 
and are in position to make the contribution, 
we would greatly appreciate it.  We do 
understand that this year has caused serious 
strains on many families’ finances.  Please do 
not be concerned if you are unable to 
contribute due to financial hardship. 
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KINDERGARTEN HEALTH CHECKS 
The annual Kindergarten health checks have not taken place in schools in 2020, due to COVID-19.  
ACT Health is offering the opportunity for parents/carers to take their Kindergarten children to a 
central place in order to have this very important health check.  Please see the separate note 
attached to Newsletter for detailed information.  

Don’t forget to 

bring your drink 

bottles to school 

everyday 

KINDERGARTEN 
BASE Reports 

In term 1, Kindergarten children participated in the beginning of the year BASE Assessment.  
This is an assessment process undertaken by all Kindergarten children in ACT public schools.  
BASE replaces the previous assessment known as PIPS.  This week the beginning of year  
Reports have been sent to parents/carers. The end of year BASE will be held in term 4. 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au


Neville Bonner Primary School Newsletter – WEEK 10    6 

Neville Bonner Primary School  |  Mabo Boulevard BONNER ACT 2914 
Telephone  6142 1201 | Fax 6142 1204 | Email  nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au | Website  www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au  

 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au


Neville Bonner Primary School Newsletter – WEEK 10    7 

Neville Bonner Primary School  |  Mabo Boulevard BONNER ACT 2914 
Telephone  6142 1201 | Fax 6142 1204 | Email  nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au | Website  www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au  

 

Lost something on the light rail?  

Did you know the most commonly lost item on the 

light rail is umbrellas? 

Find out more about lost property, and how to 

submit a query if you have lift something on board.   

Got a great photo of the light rail?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We love seeing shots of #CBRLightRail in action! 

 

Share your photos with us on social media by 

tagging @CanberraMetroLightRail on Facebook & 

Instagram.  

Helping you maintain physical distancing on 

board! 

Don't let complacency set us back. 

Transport Canberra have developed a new online re-

source to help you plan your travel. The new page on 

the Transport Canberra website provides guidance on 

the quietest times to travel on rapid bus and light rail 

services. 

 

Travelling during the quieter times will help maintain 

physical distancing on board and avoid crowding on 

the busiest services. 

 

Always remember: 

 

  Practice good hand hygiene 

  Stay at home if you are unwell 

  Travel outside peak times where possible 

 

To find a time that works for you, click here  

Staying safe around the light rail  

For more safety information visit 

cmet.com.au/safety  
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5 + 4 = 9 
3 + 3 = 6 3 + 5 = 8 

                          

4 + 4 = 8 3 + 4 = 7 5 + 5 = 10 

At the beginning of the year the Preschool Honey Bees were 

making the number three using their fingers (first photo). The 

children were delighted to discover that three can be made in 

many different ways. This term we have been adding the fingers on 

one hand together with the fingers on the other hand and finding 

                                                                           
2 + 3 = 5 5 + 5 = 10 

                               

3 + 3 = 6 10 + 10 = 20 

        

2 + 2 = 4 5 + 5 = 10 4 + 4 = 8 

                                                    

5 + 5 = 10 2 + 5 = 7 
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PARK RANGERS—Kindergarten 

Park Rangers have been learning about three-dimensional shapes and went on a shape hunt around 

kindergarten playground. We focused on spheres, cubes, rectangular prisms, triangular prisms and 

cylinders. We were able to find lots of examples and had so much fun searching for three-

dimensional shapes in our playground. 

Zaynab and Danielle found building 

blocks that were rectangular prisms.  

Hamja noticed that the bricks in the 

garden are all rectangular prisms. 

Angela discovered that the pole in our 

playground is one gigantic rectangular 

prism. 

Valinda, Aria and 

Valentina all found big 

blocks that were cubes. 

Akoy came across two 

toys that were cubes 

while playing in the 

sand pit. 

Mickey and Aria found that all 

balls in the playground are 

spheres. Anaya found three 

different spheres in the play area. 

Janaki came across a rock that 

was a triangular prism. Jasper and 

Carla found a triangular prism on 

the equipment and art easel. 

Ujala noticed that the roof of the 

doll’s house is a triangular prism. 

We found many cylinders in the play area. Luca found a cylindrical pipe. Ethan noticed that the wooden toy he was 

playing with was a cylinder. Bella figured out that play equipment was made of cylinder-shaped metal pipes. Pratham 

found a cylinder-shaped pot. Arjo and Ola saw that the tunnel in our play equipment is a cylinder. Sophia discovered 

that her drink bottle is a cylinder. 
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 KINDERGARTEN—WONDERFUL WATERERS 

 Wonderful Waterers enjoy exploring and 

learning about the world around them through 

play.  Here some of our favourite activities to do 

and learning.  We have built a café, science 

lab, artists station and love building with the 

magnetic tiles. The children would like to share 

with you their thoughts about play each 

morning. 

 

Play is the foundation of learning, creativity, self-

expression, and constructive problem-solving. It’s 

how children wrestle with life to make it meaningful.  

Susan Linn 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Dhuthi: I learn how to 

cook.   
Hafsah: I like playing in 

the café making the 

food. 

Yuthika: I learn what the food 

is called. 

Ahmed: I like the Lego I 

learn to build things like 

houses.   

Zander: My potion is all 

white its going to make 

people invisible. 

Michael: I put bicarb 

soda in and it made 

bubbles. 

Nooriya: We put a lot 

of soda in it and it 

turned like sugar then 

lots more liquid and it 

turned like milk. 

Zayan: I like to play with 

magnets and read 

books. 

Ivy: We sharing 

everything. 

Amy: I use the Lego to 

build houses.   

Theo: I practise 

sharing and 

working with other 

people. 

Maryam: Play with my 

friends.   

Adam: I like the 

magnets and Lego 

to build houses.   

Easter: its so much fun. 

Suari: During play we learn 

to be nice and play with 

everyone. 

Yusuf: I like the car game. 

Sean: We learn when we 

play. 

Ansgar: I learn new dinosaurs 

and how to draw them.   

Haniya: It is fun. 

Yaseen: I like to draw 

and play with the 

magnets. 

William: I like numbers. 

   

Omar: It is fun. 
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The Year 6/5 Eco Sprouts have been working on the ‘Ground Breakers’ 

unit which spans across History as well as Design and Technology. They 

explored and researched a range of life-changing inventions. The Eco 

Sprouts would like to share some of the facts that they have discovered in 

their research.     

Yi Xing’s first mechanical 
clock had a bell chiming 
automatically hourly, while 
a drumbeat marked each 
quarter-hour. It was also 
used for predicting 
horoscopes. Mya & 
Thanisha 
 

The first bicycle was 
called a ‘Horseless 
Carriage’ and over 
time it has become a 
great transport.  
Reuben, Aum & 
Lyric  

Melitta Bentz invented the 
coffee filtering system 
because she was tired of 
‘draining’ her coffee in the 
mornings. Leola & Yanchen 

Charles Babbage 
was the founder of 
the first computer 
in the 19

th
 century. 

Nicki 

Thomas Al Edison 
said the words "Mary 
had a little lamb" to 
test the first recorded 
voice. Maha & Ilma 

Joseph Nicephore 

created the first working 

camera in 1816. 

Ymmanuel & Jalan 

Henry Ford 
invented ‘the 
car’- a 
quadricycle that 
drove at 10km/h. 
Hamish  

One of the greatest 
inventions is the 
Microsoft Office by 
Bill Gates. Ella  

Thomas Edison invented 

the light bulb and built his 

first lab at the age of ten. 

Shainthavi 

Tomohiro Nishikado 
created the popular ‘Space 
Invaders’.  However, he 
could not play his own 
game, even at Level 2. Liam 

Samuel Morse was 
inspired to build a 
single wire telegraph 
after his wife’s 
unexpected death while 
he was away. Ayra 

The sticky notes or the 

post-it notes were an 

accidental invention, by a 

worker in the 3M 

company.  Abdurrahman David Unaipon, a sheep 
shearer, created the 
shearing scissors.   
Arshia 

Choe Museon, a 
Chinese Alchemists 
invented gunpowder in 
the 9th century. Aastha 

David Unaipon was 
the first Aboriginal 
writer to publish a 
book in English. Hafsa 

The first telegraph 
invented had 26 wires 
connected to it. Today it 
is Wifi!! Angel 

Has anyone found an 
invention for clearing 
roof gutters? Melanie  

Steve Wozniak 
offered the Apple l 
design to his HP 
manager and it was 
turned down. 
 Yorick 

With the invention of the 
camera, people had the 
opportunity to have 
photographs of family 
members and friends 
taken.  Bailey and Noah  
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