
     

Neville Bonner Primary School  |  Mabo Boulevard BONNER ACT 2914 
Telephone  6142 1201 | Fax 6142 1204 | Email  nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au | Website  www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au  

 

 

Neville Bonner 
Primary School 

 
13 August 2020 

Newsletter-Term 
3 Week 4 

Dates to remember 
JULY 
13/8  Year 5 & Year 6 Bands and 
  Year 6 Graduation photos 
14/8  School photos Kinder, Year 1 
  and Year 2 
17/8-28/8 Online Three Way Yarns 
18/8  School photos M/T Preschool 
  and Year 4/3 
20/8  School photos T/F Preschool 
  and Year 6/5 
24/8-26/8 Questacon visits 
 
SEPT 
7/9  P & C meeting 
 

Notes home 
 Three Way Yarns 

 School Photos 

 Year 6 Graduation Shirt 

SMS texts home 

 Absences 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 

P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

Board Chair: Amani Kerr 

  

DON’T FORGET YOUR HAT 
 

All children must have their 

sun hats at school.  Hats must 
be worn every play break and 
for outside learning.  Please 

ensure your children’s hats are 
clearly labelled with their 

names. 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We are enjoying our weekly Virtual Assemblies where the children stay in 

their Learning Areas and participate in Assembly ‘on-line’.  This week, the Yr 

6/5 Productive Pyrophytes and Eco Sprouts produced a wonderfully in-

formative and humorous television News show to share with us all. Next 

week, sees the return of Certificates to acknowledge the children’s out-

standing Academic learning and Respectful Relationships.  These will be pre-

sented by our student School Leaders in each Learning area.  Teachers will 

call you to let you know if your child has received a Certificate. 

One of the attachments with today’s Newsletter comes for the Education 

Directorate’s IT section.  It provides information for families about Internet 

filtering change associated with Chrome Books.  These changes will apply at 

school and on Chrome Books that children may be using at home.  Please 

take time to read the attachment if your child is using a home Chrome Book.  

Teachers have asked me to include a reminder about mobile phones: if your 

child brings a mobile phone to school, please ensure your child is aware that 

it must be taken to Reception for safe keeping through the day.  On arrival 

at school, the children take their phones straight to Reception and then  

collect them at 3pm. 

I have also had requests from the community to remind us all about social 

distancing.  This is particularly relevant at pick up and drop off times.  At all 

times, please ensure you keep at least 1.5 metres away from other adults.  

Working on this together, even when in a rush, keeps us all safe. 

Elsewhere in today’s Newsletter, you will find information that will assist us 

if you are planning to pick your child up early from school. 

Don’t forget School Photos: 

Thursday 13 August – Year 5 and Year 6 Bands, Year 6 Graduation Photo 

Friday 14 August – Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 groups 

Tuesday 18 August – Monday/Tuesday Preschool groups and Year 4/3 

groups 

Thursday 20 August – Thursday/Friday Preschool groups and Year 6/5 

groups 

 

Have you booked your virtual Three Way Yarn yet? Yarns will be held over 

two weeks, beginning Monday 17 August.  If you require any assistance, 

please do not hesitate to call Reception on ph 61421201. 

Have a restful weekend! 

Fran 
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Preschool 
Our preschool groups have been thinking deeply about 
what it means to set a goal, and how to work with each 
other to learn something new. This is a part of their 
preparations for Three Way Yarns in the next two 
weeks, and the on going learning we are engaged in 
around ‘Being’ and ‘Becoming’. 

 

Each learning group is gathering information about the 
kinds of things the children are interested in learning 
together – a few examples have included: 

 

“How do you draw a unicorn?” 

“How do you kick a goal in soccer?” 

“Learning about aeroplanes.” 

“Making jewellery – how do they get the jewels, the 
REAL jewels to stick on?” 

“Drawing dinosaurs and butterflies and birds.” 

“Draw the whole world and how it has all the different 
people.” 

“Make a tree, and a garden, and learn about new 
flowers.” 

 

Over the next few weeks, the children will be 
developing and then working on their goals with their 
educators – look out for photos of the displays and 
activities they get into! 

 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten is on a roll for Term 3! 

We are exploring the movements of different objects 

through an exploration of three-dimensional shapes in 

Mathematics. What shape is a ball? How does it move? 

Why does a ball roll but a box does not? We have found 

objects in our environment that we identified as cubes, 

spheres, cones, cylinders, pyramids and prisms. How 

many of these three-dimensional shapes can you find 

at home? 

Our writing has come such a long way since earlier this 

year! We are writing sentences using the sight words 

we have been learning, ensuring that our sentences 

begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop. The 

Kindergarten teachers love reading all the children’s 

writing and are very impressed with some of the 

creativity of our students’ writing. Many of our 

students are looking forward to sharing their writing 

with their families during three-way yarns. 

We have had a sneak peek at some toys from the past 

and discussed how materials have changed over time. 

We will be looking further into toy design and we are 

looking forward to creating our own toys out of 

recycled materials! Children will be looking for recycled 

materials from home that they could re-use as they 

make their own toy.  Please keep an eye out at home 

for containers that could be given a new life. 

Do you need to collect your  

child early? 

On occasions, parent/carers need to collect their  

children early in the day, prior to 3pm pick up.  

Our Reception staff would greatly appreciate your  

assistance in writing a note to the Learning Group 

teacher to let the teacher know in advance of the early 

pick up (including time). Without advance notice it 

takes quite some time to locate your child in our large 

school and have them delivered to Reception. Of 

course, in case of emergencies and unforeseen  

circumstances we will always assist, however if you do 

know in advance (eg the day before, on the morning of 

the early pick up) it would be a great help if you could 

write a quick note to the teacher indicating the early 

pick up time. 

Sun Smart Policy:  

Consultation 
As an attachment to today’s Newsletter, you will find a copy 

of  our school’s Sun Smart Policy. This policy is due for  

review and our School Board is asking for community  

feedback as part of this review. Staff and children will also  

provide feedback.  Our school is a Sun Smart School and the 

policy is consistent with the ACT Cancer Council Sun Smart 

guidelines. Your feedback would be appreciated. Please pro-

vide feedback by emailing Freyja.jacobsen@ed.act.edu.au 

with subject heading: Sun Smart Policy by Thursday 27  

October. The draft renewal policy will then be considered at 

the next School Board meeting on 16 September. 
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Year 1  
We asked the Year One children 3 questions: 

1)  What has been fun so far? 

2)  What have they found interesting? 

3)  What are they looking forward to learning 

about? 

Here are some of their comments: 

1)  What has been fun so far? 

“Reading- because it makes me smarter.” 

“Art, writing, spelling- I like doing step by step things.”  

“Lego- I like building things.”  

“ I like Art because it makes me feel creative.” 

“ Music- songs have some beautiful words in them.”  

“I like Lego because we can build some cool things with 

it.” 

“Art because you can build.”  

“Writing, we get to share what we did on the weekend 

and for CLICK time.” 

“Maths is fun, we are checking what the time is.” 

“I like counting on.”  

“I like playing What’s the Time Mr Wolf?”  

“We like doing Sound Hunts.” (See picture)  

 

 

 

 

 

2)  What have they found interesting? 

We are learning how three-dimensional objects are used 

in our lives, for example, in buildings and on play 

equipment. Some of us have read the book Humpty 

Dumpty After the Fall and have been investigating which 

three dimensional objects would be best to build 

Humpty Dumpty’s wall so he is less likely to fall off. 

If your group hasn’t read this 

book yet get ready! 

 

 

 

3) What are they looking forward to learning about? 

The Year One children are super excited about designing 

their own waterpark. At the moment they are 

investigating how to make their waterpark. This includes 

looking at which materials are waterproof, which can 

twist and be appropriate for the particular purpose of 

rides.  

Also, some children are writing stories as we have been 

focussing on the structure of narratives through drama 

and fairy tales. 

 
Year 2 
What’s brown and sticky? A stick! Year 2 have been 
discovering toys and games that people liked to play in 
the past. We learnt about a popular game called ‘Hoop 
Rolling’ where players use a stick to roll a hoop along 
the ground for as long as they can. Move over hula-
hooping, we have a new game to play! 
‘I like ring toss. I’ve never played it, but it seems like a 
fun game.’ – Neil 
‘We like the robot toy and the dog toy from the olden 
days’ – Osel and Ali  
  
What floats your boat? Have you ever wondered why 
some things float and others don’t? Year 2 have been 
making predictions and testing objects to see whether 
they sink or float. Do you think a plastic spoon would 
sink or float? What about a metal spoon? Have your 
child explain how they know that even though both 
objects are spoons, they both move differently in water. 
‘I think a metal spoon would sink and a plastic spoon 
would float because plastic is lighter than metal’ – 
Nathan 
‘A toy bowling pin floats because it’s made from plastic.’ 
– Lachlan 
  
What is only used for a few seconds but takes 50-100 
years to break down? A plastic bag! Our passionate anti-
plastic activists have been working on ‘Sizzling Starts’ in 
persuasive writing, which immediately engage and 
excite the reader. They are sure to make you re-think 
the next time you want to use a plastic bag, plastic straw 
or plastic water bottle! 
‘Plastic is NOT fantastic!’ – Arlo 
‘Do you want to save money? Then say ‘NO!’ to plastic! 
Do you like turtles? Then say ‘NO!’ to plastic!’ – Claudia 
‘Say ‘Sayonara’ to plastic!’ – Abigail and Joshua 
‘‘EKK! EKK!’ What was that sound? It’s a bird that has 
eaten plastic!’ - Alba 
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Year 4/3 
4/3 Learning Area News 
 
Have you been wondering about Fishy Dodge?   
 
We have been busy exploring a range of games, looking 
at rules, playing fair and being good sports.   
Part of this learning has been to make our own board 
games or invent an outdoor team game. 
We have discovered that precise language is really 
important when it comes to designing and then 
explaining ideas.  Things can get very complicated if you 
don’t! 
Fishy Dodge is an invented game that combines two of 
our favourite team games, Swim Fishy Swim and Rock 
Paper Scissors.  We have had great fun playing it and 
look forward to challenging Year 6/5 to a game soon. 
 

 
Year 6/5 
Can you believe it’s already Week 4?! This term is just 
flying by! We think it’s because we’ve been so busy 
learning and growing! Everything we are doing is just so 
interesting! 
 
In HASS we have started our amazing research project 
on Ground Breakers. Ground Breakers is a fun, team-
based unit where we are researching brave and 
fantastic ‘Ground Breaking’ inventors who have 
changed the world. We’ve learned so far that these 
ground-breaking inventors gave us the ice cream churn, 
the telegraph, Kevlar, and the bicycle! 
 
We have really adapted well to incorporating 
chromebooks into our learning experiences. In Literacy, 
we have been able to compare and contrast digital and 
handwritten procedural texts, at the same time as 
learning how to cook up a mean Saltimbocco! There are 
quite a few Junior Master Chefs among us! 
 
In Maths, we’ve continued working hard on our 
Fractions. We can now find a fraction of a collection, 
add and subtract fractions with similar denominators as 
well as multiply a fraction by a whole number. We’ve 
been using pattern blocks to help us along. Can you 
solve our puzzle?  
 
The hexagon shape represents one whole. So, what is 
the total value of our picture?  
 
Hint: It’s a fraction! We’ll reveal the answer next time! 
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ICT with Kevin 

An ability to code helps prepare our children for the world of constantly evolving technology. It en-

courages mathematical, scientific and logical thinking with a focus on problem solving. 

Blue Banded Bees and the Gum Tree Guardians – Year 2 

This week the children, in pairs, have been creating a simple animation program of a knock, knock 

joke. They use a storyboard to create their design, write the code in Scratch Jr, then finally debug 

and evaluate their program. In this activity, the ‘wait’ command is used to sequence the events. 

Epic Evergreens, Marigold Companions and the Flourishing Custodians – Year 4/3 

This week, using Scratch, the children have been continuing to clean up rubbish that has accumu-

lated in outer space. Flying in their Rocketship, they have collected different space rubbish and de-

cide whether it should be returned to Earth or burnt in space. Repeat and forever loops are used 

throughout the program. 

Have fun coding, 

Kevin 

Library Borrowing 

Recommenced  

I am excited to inform you that library 

borrowing for home has now 

recommenced. Please be assured that 

we have strict hygiene practices in 

place for both staff and children when 

visiting the library. Upon return the 

books will be set aside for 72 hours 

before returning to the shelf for 

borrowing. 

 

Jane Hellyar 

Teacher Librarian 

Spring Tennis Canberra coaching 
registrations are open!  

 

Tennis Canberra's professional coaches are running 
junior tennis coaching programs at both South & 
North Canberra clubs this Spring.  We welcome first 
time players and those who are ready to play 
competition tennis.  

 

The 2020 Spring Season starts the week of August 
24th however you are welcome to join at any time. 

 

For more information and to book please visit 
www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis or email 
play@tenniscanberra.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Favourite Tennis Coaches 
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Second Hand Uniform Shop 
Open Wednesdays 8.30am-9.30am near the red gates at the front of school. 

 

Canteen 
Open for lunch Mon-Fri. Order on Flexischools or by cash to the Front Office. Check out our FB page 
for the menu. 

 

Birthday Catering 
The school canteen is now catering for birthdays at school! 

PICTURE PLATE FUNDRAISER. 
 

The price list for all the picture products: 
 

Picture plates $27 
Picture clock large $31, small $27 
Water bottles 600 ml $27, 400 ml $21 
Tote bag $27 
Mug, pencil case, mouse pad, table mat and phone cases $21 
Calendar $17 

 
When you have decided what you would like please email 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com with your order and pay either through 
pay.pictureproducts.com.au/NEVCSB or transfer money into our bank account BSB: 
062915 Acct: 10184367.  
 
Once I have all the orders I will send the list to the company, give you your templates 
and you can scan or take a high resolution photo and send it direct to the company via a 
link you will receive from me. If you order a tote bag, pencil case, phone case, mouse 
pad or table mat you can download the template from https://
www.pictureproducts.com.au/drawing/  
 
 
The change of process is to limit the paperwork coming back into the school due to 
COVID. If anyone has difficulty with the scanning process, please email us and I can 
help. 
 
 

ALL ORDERS NEED TO BE IN NO LATER THAN 21ST AUGUST THEN 
FINISHED DRAWINGS UPLOADED BY 31ST AUGUST. 
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