
     

Neville Bonner Primary School  |  Mabo Boulevard BONNER ACT 2914 
Telephone  6142 1201 | Fax 6142 1204 | Email  nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au | Website  www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au  

 

 

Neville Bonner 
Primary School 
Ngunnawal Country 

17 December 
2020 

Newsletter-Term 
4 Week 10   

Dates to remember 
 

DEC 
17  Year 6 Graduation 
18  Year 6 Fun Day 
18   Last day of Term 4 
FEB   
1   First day of 2021 for new  
  students , Kindergarten and 
  Preschool Mon/Tues only 
2  First day of 2021 for all on 
  going students Year1-6 
4  First day of 2021 for Preschool 
  Thurs/Fri 

Notes home 
 2021 Camp notes 

SMS texts home 

 Absence notification 
 Reminder about no confectionery 

School contacts 
Principal: Fran Dawning 
fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 
 
Deputy Principals: Ian Blackwell 
ian.blackwell@ed.act.edu.au 
Sacha Steinbeck 
sascha.steinbeck@ed.act.edu.au 
Melissa Brough 
melissa-louise.brough@ed.act.edu.au 

 
P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 

 
Board Chair: Amani Kerr 
  

DON’T FORGET YOUR 

All children must have their 
sun hats at school.  Hats must 
be worn every play break and 
for outside learning.  Please 

ensure your children’s hats are 
clearly labelled with their 

names. 

IMPORTANT DATES 2021 
For your information and to assist with your organisation for the new school year, 

the following dates are provided for your diary!  

 

Monday 1 February  Preschool, Kindergarten and all    

    new students begin 

Tuesday 2 February  All continuing students return     

    (Yrs 1—6) 

Thursday 4 February  Thursday/Friday Preschool     

    groups begin 

Thursday 11 February  Information Evening 5.45pm 

Monday 15–    “Get To Know You” Yarns with 

Friday 26 February   Learning Group teacher 

Monday 15 February  Parents and Citizens’      

    Association Annual General     

    Meeting 6.30pm 

 

ACT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021 

 

New Year’s Day  Friday 1 January 2021 

Australia Day   Tuesday 26 January 2021 

Canberra Day   Monday 8 March 2021 

Good Friday   Friday 2 April 2021 

Easter Monday   Monday 5 April 2021 

ANZAC Day   Sunday 25 April 2021  

    (Public holiday Monday 26 April 2021) 

Reconciliation Day  Monday 31 May 2021 

Queen’s Birthday  Monday 14 June 2021 

Labour Day   Monday 4 October 2021 

Christmas Day   Saturday 25 December 2021  

    (Public holiday Monday 27 December 2021 

Boxing Day   Sunday 26 December 2021     
    (Public holiday is Tuesday 28 December 2021) 

 

2021 Term Dates 

 

 Term 1 Monday 1 February 2021 Friday 2 April 2021 

Term 2 Monday 19 April 2021 Friday 25 June 2021 

Term 3 Monday 12 July 2021 Friday 17 September 2021 

Term 4 Tuesday 5 October 2021 Friday 17 December 2021 
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  Dear Parents and Carers  

 

I trust you have had time to read your child’s Semester Two Report (Reflection of Learning for Preschool) and Portfolio.  The 
new Reporting system created a few challenges at the school end, but I hope your child’s Report (Kindergarten to Year 6) 
arrived successfully in your email account last Friday.  Please contact Ian or Melissa via Reception (ph 61421201) if you have 
any questions or experienced any difficulty in accessing it. 

 

Important Dates for 2021 

On the front page of today’s Newsletter, is a list of important dates for the beginning of the 2021 school year.  The ACT Public 
School term dates for the year are also listed.  It is interesting to note that Term 1 is nine weeks long, whilst term 4 is eleven 
weeks, next year!  Traditionally terms have all been ten weeks, but some adjustments have been needed for 2021, to ensure 
the correct number of annual schooling days is reached. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

Tuesday 2 February 2021 is the first day for all students continuing on to Yrs 1-6 

 

The only children who attend on Monday 1 February are Preschool, Kindergarten and children who are new to our school in 
Years 1-6.  For administrative and parking reasons, the starting times for the groups are staggered: 

• Kindergarten children arrive between 8.45am and 9am 

• Preschool children arrive between 9.15 and 9.30am 

• New children to Yrs 1-6 arrive at 10am. 

 

Mugga Mugga (snake) building 

This week, we say farewell to the Mugga Mugga building on Dyulang.  This demountable double classroom is required at a 
Belconnen school for the start of the new school year.  We look forward to a new nature play area, to be known as Mugga 
Mugga, being established in the building’s place. 

 

Financial Contributions for 2021 

For your convenience, the information and payment details for: 

2021 Stationery Financial contribution and 

2021 Voluntary Financial Contributions  

are attached to today’s Newsletter.   

Your Voluntary Financial  Contribution (set by our School Board at $75 for one child or $105 for a family) assists in purchasing 
learning resources for the children.   

Your Stationery Financial Contribution ($95 for preschool and $80 for Kindergarten to Year 6) provides all the stationery items 
that your child will need for the 2021 learning year.  Our school purchases all stationery items in bulk, making it a cost effec 
tive way to acquire the children’s stationery needs.   

Our goal is for families to make these two contributions as early as possible in the school year.  Please see the attached notes 
for detailed information. 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

We are excited about our Year 6 Graduation to be held this Thursday.  The teachers have worked creatively to host the Grad 
uation in a COVID safe way.  This year, the Year 6 children will graduate in three separate sessions, to ensure that a limited 
number of family members is able to attend.  
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It is indeed a very special Graduation, as twenty eight of the children in the cohort were our very first Preschool group in 
2013.  These children are the first group to transition right through Neville Bonner Primary, Preschool to Year 6!  They were 
so little…and now they are our school leaders, ready for high school!  

Our community joins together in congratulating all our Year 6 students on this special day, and wishing them well for the fu 
ture. 

I was delighted to receive a card this week, from a former student, who is graduating from Year 12 this year. I was so im 
pressed that she had taken the time to write to us, as she comes to the end of her schooling life.  She wrote to thank all the 
teachers of Neville Bonner Primary for their significant contributions to her learning and for ‘shaping her into the person she 
is today’.  She expressed her deep gratitude for the role that Neville Bonner Primary has played in her life.  We are very proud 
of her and of our school’s impact on the young people we have the privilege of knowing and working with. 

 

Thank you 

As the year draws to a close, I would like to thank you all for your support and friendship throughout 2020.  What words 
could describe this unprecedented time?  We have all experienced so much together and through the children.  Thank you 
for working with us through Virtual School and through this time of ‘distance’.  We look forward to welcoming our communi 
ty back ‘on site’ in the new year (COVID permitting). It will be such a celebration! 

Thank you to our P&C, and Kylie’s leadership, for their continued contributions to our school.  A huge thank you to Carolin 
and Haenam for the brilliant Canteen service they provide for our community – so valued by all.  Our School Board parent/
carer members, Amani, Judi and Anna give willingly of their time to guide and support the work of the school – thank you! 

It has been a huge year for our teaching staff and Learning Support Assistants, as they developed and delivered learning pro 
grammes in unexpected ways!  We have all learnt so much.  Without the ‘administrative engine’ of our school, of course we 
don’t function!  To Vanessa, Kelli, Marijana, Jill and Sharon – THANK YOU – you provide a warm and friendly service to our 
community– we are so grateful to you all.   

To David, Tony, Lucky, as well as all our daily cleaning staff - we thank you for taking care of our school site, safety and health 
throughout a challenging year. 

 

The end of the school year is also the time when staff transitions occur.  We are looking forward to welcoming a number of 
new members of staff to our school in 2021.  We also farewell staff who are transferring to other schools, taking new life di 
rections and taking leave.  Kimmel and Sarahan will soon be bringing new babies into the Neville Bonner staff family – we 
await their exciting news early in 2021. As they near the end of their designated time at Neville Bonner Primary, Tim, Casey, 
Holly, Sue and Rachel will be transferring to new positions at other ACT schools.  Emily, Jonathon, Kylie and Kathryn will also 
be transferring to new schools.  We thank Albert and wish him well as he moves in new life directions.  Congratulations to 
Dionne, team leader of Year 2 who has won a position in the teaching and learning section of the Education Directorate’s 
office.  We look forward to working with Dionne, in her new capacity!  Jill, one of our Business Managers is moving into re 
tirement after many years of service to the ACT Education Directorate.  Have fun, Jill – so much awaits you! 

I know you join me in thanking these staff members for their many and significant contributions to the lives of the children at 
Neville Bonner Primary and to our school community.  Good luck and best wishes from us all! 

 

Security 

Please keep your eye on our school during the break.  If you notice anything of concern, please contact the police on  
ph 11444.  Our school is a valued community facility in the suburb, so we do appreciate everyone keeping a watchful eye! 
 

I wish you all a happy holiday, Christmas and New Year.  I hope you enjoy some rest and relaxation with your precious chil 
dren. 

 

Regards 

Fran 
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