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Neville Bonner 
Primary School 
Ngunnawal Country 

29 April 2021 

Newsletter- 

Term 2 Week 2 

Dates to remember 
 
APR  
30/4  Preschool T/F ‘Cross County’ 
  Carnival 
30/4  Year 6 visit from Amaroo 
  school guest speaker 
MAY 
3/5  Preschool (M/T) Nutrition 
  Magician 
3/5  P & C meeting 6.30pm 
5/5  Year 7 Info Night at Amaroo 
  School 
6/5  Preschool (T/F) Nutrition  
  Magician 
9/5  Mothers’ Day 
12/5  Year 6 combined bands 
14/5  National walk safely to school 
  day 
14/5  Book club orders due 
19/5   National simultaneous story 
  day 
 
 

Notes home 
  

 

SAS texts/emails home 

 Absences 

 Cross country reminder 

 

School contacts 
 Principal: Fran Dawning 

fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 
Deputy Principals: Ian Blackwell 
ian.blackwell@ed.act.edu.au 
Sacha Steinbeck 
sascha.steinbeck@ed.act.edu.au 
Melissa Brough 
melissa-louise.brough@ed.act.edu.au 

 
P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 
Board Chair: Amani Kerr 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Week two of term has been a busy one!  There was great excitement in  
holding our Cross Country Carnival on the oval on Tuesday, not just because it 
was fun, but most especially because after over a year of COVID restrictions, 
we were able to welcome family members to share in this outdoor event.  
Thanks to the dedication of parents/carers and teachers, the children were 
well prepared and absolutely shone in terms of their participation and  
persistence.  The Monday/Tuesday preschool children held their event on the 
grass behind Birimbigang building  - they had the best time!  It was a very  
enjoyable morning for everyone and our Thursday/Friday preschoolers are  
looking forward to their cross country event on Friday.  We extend a huge 
thank you to the staff Cross Country team who organised the events. 
 
On Wednesday, our Year 6 students led the ANZAC  
Assembly. We greatly   
appreciated the words shared 
with us by the Fourie family.  
Bella in Year 3 and her mother, 
Lizelle shared their experiences 
as a family who are members 
of the Defence force.  The chil-
dren in each Learning Group 
designed and made a wreath, 
which was laid near the stage, 
during Assembly.  These 
wreaths are now on display in 
the foyer at the entrance to 
Reception. 
 
This week our Preschool is undertaking an Assessment and Rating process.  
The Assessment and Rating occurs every few years, and is conducted by the 
regulatory body.  The Assessor has been with us since Tuesday and will finish 
the process on Thursday. The preschool staff members have been proud to 
share the many aspects of their work creating an inviting and purposeful 
learning environment, in this most important stage of the children’s lives. 
 
Elsewhere in today’s Newsletter, you will find the Assembly schedule for term 

2 with the following reminder: Only family members from the Learning Group 

that is performing can attend the relevant Assembly; Maximum of 2 adults 

per family. You will receive a reminder invitation email the day prior to  

Assembly.  Do not attend Assemblies unless you receive the email advice that 

your child’s Learning Group is performing. Sit in designated area; family 

groups maintain 1.5m distance from other adults/family groups; sanitise 

hands; after signing in (using the QR code) please wait to be seated by a staff 

member. 

 
You will also find attached to todays’ Newsletter the Community Calendar for 
term 2. This calendar is useful for the fridge—with space for adding to! 
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Reminders: 
 

• ENROLMENTS for 2022:  Enrolments for 2022 are now 
open.  If you have a child coming into preschool or  
transitioning to Year 7, it is important that you submit the 
on-line enrolment form as soon as possible. 
 

• There are times when parents/carers seek advice about 
children from external professionals such as  
paediatricians, psychologists, speech therapists and  
occupational therapists. We are very happy to provide 
information to these professionals about your child’s 
learning and presentation at school and have processes in 
place to provide these professionals with accurate  
information in a timely way. To request external support 
agencies to engage with the school, please note the  
following: 
All requests are to be made through Reception (allow 
three weeks from date of submission); do not give these 
forms to teachers 
Reports from other professionals eg speech pathologists, 
psychologists, occupational therapists: to be provided to 
Reception in a sealed envelope marked “Attention:   
Principal” 
Requests for other professionals, eg speech pathologists, 
psychologists, occupational therapists to visit the school 
for individual students are to be made through Reception, 
by leaving a message for (Charissa) our Disability  
Education Contact Officer (DECO) 

 

• Please remember to clearly label your children’s  
belongings.  It is also a good idea to check the labelling  
every now and then, as it can smudge over time.  Children  
are regularly reminded that school jumpers can only ever 
be in one of two places: ‘on your body or in your zipped 
up school bag’. Since instituting this ‘mantra’, we have 
noticed a reduction in lost jumpers!  We hope it helps you 
at home. 
 

• Teachers have asked me to remind you (and the  
 children) that all mobile phones brought to school by 
 children, must be taken to Reception upon arrival at 
 school, then collected at 3pm.  This also applies to 
 ‘smart watches’ and any other communication/photo 
 devices.  If parents/carers need to contact children 
 during the school day, you are asked to call Reception 
 staff (ph 61421201), who will pass the message on.  If 
 your child is unwell or has other needs at school that 
 require contacting parents/carers, this is also done 
 through Reception. 

• Children who are unwell need to remain at home until 
symptoms have passed. 

• All play areas with fixed equipment are closed to  
 children unless under the supervision of teachers.  This 
 means that play equipment is not to be used before 
 and after school.  We thank you for your co-operation 
 as this is an important safety matter. 
 
 
 

The play area being created where the Mugga building  
previously stood, is nearing completion.  The area is being 
planted with shrubs and a few trees and includes some quiet 
play spaces in a natural environment.  Once it is a little more 
established we will share some photos in Newsletter. 
 
On Friday, we are looking forward to welcoming the Principal 
from Amaroo School, when she visits our Year 6 students, as 
part of the transition process to high school.  The children are 
usually a little apprehensive at this time, but over the course 
of the year, they warm to the idea of change and begin to look 
forward to all that high school offers. 
 
I am delighted to let you know that our music teacher,  
Kimberley, now has a beautiful baby boy, born on 24 April.  I 
have no doubt that baby Archer has a very musical life ahead 
of him.  Congratulations to Kimberley! 
 
Hasn’t the full moon been amazing this week!  If you haven’t 
had a chance to have a look, venture out tonight – it is  
stunning!  I hope you have restful weekend and enjoy some 
time with your children. 
 
Fran 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2022 ARE NOW OPEN 

Preschool, Year 7  and  

Kindergarten to Year 6 
Enrolments for the 2022 school year are now open. 

Enrol by Friday 4 June to receive an offer of enrolment  

from Monday 26 July. 

Your best source of information for enrolling is the  

Education Directorate website.  

You can visit education.act.gov.au for more  

information on enrolling your child or phone the  

Enrolments Telephone Service on (02) 6205 5429. 

You can also contact us about enrolments directly by 

calling Reception on ph 6142 1201 

SCHOOL BOARD - Positions vacant 

One parent/carer vacancy and one staff  

vacancy exists on the School Board.  

Nomination forms are available from  

Reception ph 6142 1201 

 

**Nominations open: 11am Friday 23 April 2021  

**Nominations close: 11am Friday 30 April 2021 

There has been a confirmed case of head lice within the 

school community Please see the attached information for 

prevention and treatment advice. 
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Preschool 
This fortnight the Preschool children have been learning about 
Anzac Day. We have read a number of children’s books about 
Anzac Day, such as “My Grandad Marches on Anzac Day”. We 
have had discussions about the importance of Anzac Day and 
the ways in which we spend the day in remembrance, for  
example attending services or marches, the laying of wreaths, 
wearing poppies or rosemary or cooking Anzac biscuits. Each 
Learning Group has worked together using a variety of  
creative methods and materials to make a wreath to lay at the 
Anzac Day assembly. The Tram Travellers also had a special 
visit from a member of the Airforce who spoke to the children 
about his role, the importance of Anzac Day and what it 
means to remember. 
We’ve also had our Cross Country races. All the Preschool 
Learning Groups were very excited to move to the “big kids” 
playground where we took turns to watch and cheer on each 
Learning Group as they ran around our little Cross Country 
course. We also enjoyed a special picnic with the whole  
Preschool after our races. While having our morning tea we 
watched some of the older children running their Cross  
Country races at the oval, many of us wondered if we would 
see our family members racing. We all had so much fun and 
tried our best which made us all winners. Participating in 
whole school activities such as Cross Country helps the  
Preschool children to develop a sense of belonging and  
connection to the wider school community. 

 
Kindergarten 
Can you believe it is Term 2 already! The Kindergarten  

children have had a great start to the term as we embark on 

our Science unit, ‘Reasons for Seasons’. We have begun  

investigating the different types of weather and the  

characteristics of each of these.  Hopefully, we will have a  

variety of weather conditions over the next couple of weeks to 

explore and observe. We can't wait to see what the weather 

will bring here in Canberra as we move into Winter!  

 

One of the highlights this week was learning about ANZAC 

Day, the significance of red poppies and what they represent. 

Each Learning Group collaboratively created a red poppy 

wreath to show our respect to the ANZACS during our school 

assembly.   

 

In Mathematics, we have continued to extend our knowledge 

of number and learn some interesting facts about counting to 

100. We have been looking at a number chart with numbers 

to 100 on it and investigating different number patterns as we 

count. We call this number chart our ‘100 chart’. Did you 

know that if you add the first 10 odd numbers on the 100 

chart the answer will be 100? 

 

 

 

 
 
Year 1 
Welcome back to Term 2! We have an exciting term of rich 

learning experiences planned. Students have been very  

excited and involved in learning about both Ramadan and  

ANZAC Day and many rich discussions have been had about 

both. We have many students in Year 1 who participate in 

Ramadan. These students have helped lead discussions in the 

classroom and have shared their knowledge and beliefs with 

us. Ola said, “We fast to feel how the poor people feel”. 

Shahad said, “We make Ramadan food before Ramadan 

starts”. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have a number of students in Year 1 who have past 

and present family members serving in the Australian military. 

As part of ANZAC Day celebrations and learning, some of 

these students helped lead discussions about ANZAC Day. Year 

1 students read stories, watched informative videos and had 

discussions to learn more about ANZAC Day. We learnt why 

poppies are significant in ANZAC Day celebrations and  

designed some landscapes of Flanders Fields and also made 

some wreaths.  

Adi said, “ANZAC Day is to remember the soldiers that died in 

the war”. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au


Neville Bonner Primary School Newsletter – WEEK 2    4 

Neville Bonner Primary School  |  Ngunnawal Country | Mabo Boulevard BONNER ACT 2914 
Telephone  6142 1201 | Fax 6142 1204 | Email  nevillebonnerps@ed.act.edu.au | Website  www.nevillebonnerps.act.edu.au  

 

Year 2 
Year 2 are learning about how life has changed over time.  We 

are focusing on toys, transport and communication and the 

way technology has influenced the way life is today.  First, we 

had to learn about the difference between the past and the 

present. 

"The past is when the people who are adults were kids, and 

the present is now." Toby 

There are lots of different toys that children like to play with 

today. 

“My favourite toy is a ‘pop it’.” Jacob G 

“I like Pokemon cards.” Liam 

“Barbies are my favourite.” Brooke 

I wonder how toys have changed over time? 

“Before they didn’t have any video games and Roblox is a vid-

eo game we have now.” Jana 

“The Barbie hairstyles are different now.” Nessi 

“Toys used to be made of wood and now they are made of 

plastic” Sophie 

“Toys didn’t use to have batteries and electricity.” Dewansh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Year 3 
This week the Year three Learning Groups enjoyed working 

collaboratively to create and design a wreath to commemo-

rate ANZAC day. We engaged in conversations about this im-

portant day and discussed what it means to both them and 

other members of the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what some of the students said about ANZAC day: 

Simrat – “We thank the Navy, Airforce and Army.” 

Daniel – “It’s a day I remember my great Grandad who fought 

in World War Two.” 

Freya – “It’s when we think about people who helped us in 

war.” 

Andrej – “It’s a day to remember that all the people who 

fought in wars sacrificed their life for Australia.” 

Ali – “A lot of people went to war to protect us and it feels like 

they are Australia’s one hope.” 

 We also learned about ANZAC day in regard to Indigenous 

Australian’s and the importance of their contribution to the 

Australian Military.  

We hope you enjoy these pictures of our wreaths. 
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Year 4 
In Year 4 we have started to look at how to write an  

Information text. We will be linking our Information texts to 

our Geography unit where we are exploring the continents of 

Africa and South America. The children will be locating these 

two continents on the world map and identifying which 

oceans and seas surround the continents.  

The children will explore a topic of their own choice, it could 

be a country, city, landmark, food or animals of Africa or 

South America. We are super excited to start this journey of 

learning about the different continents.  We hope to share 

some of the interesting facts we discover soon! 

 
Year 5 
Year Five have leapt into action in a big way in Term two. Stu-

dents have returned from a restful break to an action-packed 

start. We are investigating natural disasters such as bushfires, 

floods, and droughts. Students will link environmental sustain-

ability with our topic, inquiring about macro management 

practices and preventative measures.  

Mathematics will be teeming with opportunities to hone our 

fractions, decimals, numerator, and denominator skills, and it 

is certain we will sharpen our probability and chance skills.  

Un, deux trois! Students are enjoying our French lessons, 

learning colours, numbers, salutations and landscapes and 

their corresponding features, in French.  

Physical Education will present various net games including an 

Indigenous-inspired game ‘Jumpstick’. In association with our 

mindfulness and respectful relationships practice, we will be 

delving into nutrition with a detailed look at the healthy eating 

guidelines to counsel our choices about what our bodies need 

to function to their full potential.  

Au revoir for now! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 
The Year 6 children have hit the ground running in term 2 and 

are back into routine working hard. They are engaged in their 

learning across the curriculum and have been focussing on 

their leadership skills at every opportunity. Today we really 

would like to tell you about their achievements at the Cross 

Country Carnival as a major event to start the term.   

The children at Cross Country were just amazing. It was great 

to see them pushing themselves to new limits, encouraging 

each other and offering a helping hand to those in need. 

Some of the ‘Sports Leaders’ ran more than 8 kilometres over 

the day showing younger children around the track. A large 

group of ‘Community Leaders’ volunteered to help  

Kindergarten, Year One and Year Two in the Junior events. 

There was another group of children who were responsible for 

all of the equipment and all of Year 6 were part of the loudest 

house chants we have ever heard. We had a fantastic day, and 

it wouldn’t have been possible without the Year 6 Leaders. 

Thank you Year 6! 
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Cross Country 2021 

Set up began in the fog, pack-up ended in the sunshine! It was a 

beautiful day for Neville Bonner's 2021 Cross Country Carnival. 

This carnival was extra special because it was the first time that 

our community has been able to attend a school sporting event 

since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. It was amazing 

to see so many of our community supporting our children. Long

-distance running isn't everyone's cup of tea. However, our  

children showed grit and determination, never giving up. Our 

Year 6 Sports Leaders did a fantastic job running ahead of the 

younger years, showing them the way. Our Year 6 Helper  

Helpertons inspired and encouraged our runners to keep going 

and finish the race. The best part of the day was seeing the  

children dressed in their house colours. Cheering the runners 

on as they crossed the finish line, this is the true spirit of Neville 

Bonner Primary School. There's nothing like a sporting event to 

build a strong sense of connection, belonging and community 

spirit. Thanks to everyone who helped to make the day run so 

smoothly, especially the teachers. 
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ANZAC A ssembly 2021 

Humbly and respectfully, Neville Bonner Primary School students attended a 
special Assembly this week to commemorate ANZAC Day for 2021. In the 
week leading up to Wednesday's ceremony, students across the school  
engaged in ANZAC themed lessons, including crafting beautiful wreaths.  

Student representatives from each Learning Group took turns to lay their 
wreaths and pay respects to veterans of past conflicts, from the Frontier 

Wars to the most recent Afghanistan War. 
 

Our special guest speakers, Squadron Leader Lizelle Fourie and Bella Fourie, 
addressed students, detailing their sacrifices and the pride they feel as a 

family serving in the Royal Australian Air Force. We would like to thank the 
Fourie family for sharing their experiences with us and thank Squadron 

Leader Fourie for her service. 
 

The artistic wreaths created by each of our Learning Groups have now been 
arranged in a display in our Front Office for visitors and families to enjoy.  
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Assembly Schedule (remainder of) Term 2 

Reminder (COVID safe conditions): 

Only family members from the Learning Group that is performing can attend the relevant Assembly; 

Maximum of 2 adults per family. You will receive a reminder invitation email the day prior to Assembly.   

Do not attend Assemblies unless you receive the email advice that your child’s Learning Group is  

performing. Sit in designated area; family groups maintain 1.5m distance from other adults/family 

groups; sanitise hands; after signing in (using the QR code) please wait to be seated by a staff member. 

Week Date Assembly time & 
type 

Learning Group performing Teacher 

3 5/5 9.20am Junior 

  
9.55am Senior 

Kinder Star Observers 
 

Yr 3 Elemental Navigators 

Maddie 

  
Kate P 

4 12/5 9.20am Whole 
school 

Kinder Model Makers Kevin 

5 19/5 9.20am Junior 

  
9.55am Senior 

Yr 2 Future Builders 
 

Yr 5 Empowered Innovators 

Kate T 

  
Jane 

6 26/5 9.20am Whole 
school 

Yr 2 Curious Creators Jenny 

7 2/6 9.20am Whole 
school 

Yr 1 Ocean Wonderers Keisha 

8 9/6 9.20am Junior 

  
9.55am Senior 

Yr 2 Sensational Singers 
 

Yr 4 Journey Changers 

Nikki 
  
Tony 

9 16/6 9.20am Whole 
school 

Yr 6 Changemakers Courtney 

10 23/6 9.20am Junior 

  
9.55am Senior 

  

Kinder Inquisitive Land Carers 
 

Yr 5 Kinetic Minds 

Verity 

  
Andrew 
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General Meeting 

Our next meeting will be held at 6.30pm on Monday, 3rd May in the staff lounge. Please come along! 

Book Fair 

We will be running our annual book fair later this term. If you have good quality books you no longer want, we would love to 
accept your donation in the collection tubs in the front office. 

Canteen 

Open for lunch Mon-Fri. Order on Flexischools or by cash to the canteen between 8.30am and 9am. Over the counter sales 
on Thursday afternoons for Years K-2, Fridays for Years 3-6. 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 

Open Wednesdays 8.30am-9.30am near the canteen. We also take donations of good quality, second hand uniforms. 

Birthday Catering 

Orders can be placed at the canteen between 8.30am and 12pm, or via email nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com. Cost is $30 
per class (cash only). Orders must be placed one week in advance. 

Entertainment Memberships 
Entertainment memberships are available. If you would like to support Canberra businesses and get a discount, check out the 
latest entertainment memberships at www.entbook.com.au/2787i1.  

Book Club 

Issue 3 catalogues will be coming home next week, orders due back Friday 14th May. Please email us via neville-
bonnerps.pandc@gmail.com if you are missing anything from previous orders. 

 

 

Over the break we have spent a great deal of time sorting lost property from 

Term 1. All items that were labelled have now been returned to children. 

All the items that were not labelled have been placed on a trolley that has been 

located outside the entrance to the school from 8.30 am – 3.30 pm each day.  

At the conclusion of weeks 5 and 10 each term, all items that have not been collected will be disposed of. 

Please remember to label all of your child’s belongings, including, hats, water bottles, lunch boxes, shirts, shorts,  

tracksuit pants, jumpers, jackets, and any other miscellaneous items that are sent to school, as it  

makes it so much easier to return the lost items. 

 

Please note the cupboard in the school foyer that was once used for storing lost items has now been repurposed. In future 

all items that have been found without names will be added to the lost property trolley. 
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Student Access Codes for Soundwaves on-line were sent home to families in term one, as part of our Home Learning roll-out. 
The children can use their code to access www.soundwaveskids.com.au for the following activities. 

• Practise pronunciation: Watch the Pronunciation and Chant and Action videos in the Sound Info Kit available within every Sound Unit. 

These videos are great for modelling and practising the correct pronunciation of a focus sound.  

• Sing along to all 43 sounds: Also available within the Sound Info Kit are two video clips of songs that feature all of the 43 sounds – 

great for a singalong. 
Play the interactive games: Games such as Match Up, Unjumbler, Grapheme Trek and Grapheme Sort are available in every Sound Unit and 

are a fun and engaging way to work with the week’s List Words. 

Spelling – Weeks 3 and 4 Areas of Focus 

Year Level Sound Unit - Week 3 Sound Unit - Week 4 Focus Concepts 

  
Kindergarten 

  
  

   

Revising chants and actions daily 
Brainstorming words that begin 

with the focus sounds 

Years 1 – 3 

  

  

Year 1 
Questions 
Capitals 

Year 2 
Adding’ ing’ 
Verb tense (present and past): go/

goes/going/gone 

Year 3 
Adding ‘ed’ and’ ing’ 
Alphabetical order 
Suffixes: ‘ful’ 
Synonyms: offer/ give, chuckle/

giggle, combined/ together, 
farewell/goodbye, entrance/
gate, collect/gather 

Years 4 – 6 

  
  

  

 

  

 

Year 4 
Adding ‘ed’ and ‘in’g 
Adding ‘ed’ or ‘ing’ to words ending 

in e 
Adding ‘s’ or ‘es’ 
Alphabetical order 
Homophones: great/grate, grown/

groan, guest/guessed 

Year 5 
Adding ‘ed’ and ‘ing’ 
Word building/Word families, Cor-

rect word usage/Vocabulary 
 Using a dictionary 
Homophones: Greece/grease, 

groan/ grown 
Suffix: ‘ment’ 

Year 6 
Prefixes: ‘dis, ir, il, in, un’ 
Synonyms: brilliance/ magnificence, 

continuing/progressive, 
quench/extinguish, differenti-
ate/ distinguish, assurance/
guarantee, arrangement/
agreement 
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How cold is it on Neptune? What would happen to life on Earth if there was no sun? Why is Pluto considered a dwarf planet? We have 

been learning about Earth’s place in space and the key components of the Solar System. We are also looking forward to our assembly 

performance based on this theme.

  

‘’Earth is the only planet that we know of that can support life in the Solar System.‘’ Alisha 

‘’It’s cool that Earth is the only place we can live on.‘’ Chelsea 

‘’The Earth would freeze if there was no Sun.‘’ Noah 

‘’We need the Sun for plants to grow and to survive.‘’ Mahonri 

‘’Earth would no longer rotate if the Sun went out.‘’ Nick 

‘’All the planets would float away because the Sun’s gravity keeps them together.‘’ Keya 

“How large is Jupiter and is it bigger than Earth”? “Can Jupiter move around like Earth does”? “I have learnt that Jupiter can get to minus 145 degrees.” 

Harry 
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