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Neville Bonner 
Primary School 
Ngunnawal Country 

25 February 
2021 

Newsletter-Term 
1 Week 4 

Dates to remember 
 
FEB   
15/2-26/2 “Getting To Know You” Yarns 
  with Learning Group Teacher 
 
MAR  
1/3—3/3  Year 6 Camp Cooba 
8/3  Canberra Day public holiday 
22/3-24/3 Year 5 Camp The Tops 
22/3  P & C meeting 
 
APR 
1/4  Last day of Term 1 
2/4  Good Friday Public holiday 
19/4  First day of Term 2 

Notes home 
 Kindergarten Health Checks 

 Bulb fundraiser 

SMS texts home 

 Swimming carnival reminder 

 Absence texts to recommence 

 Reminder: no playing on fixed equipment 
before or after school 

School contacts 
 Principal: Fran Dawning 

fran.dawning@ed.act.edu.au 
Deputy Principals: Ian Blackwell 
ian.blackwell@ed.act.edu.au 
Sacha Steinbeck 
sascha.steinbeck@ed.act.edu.au 
Melissa Brough 
melissa-louise.brough@ed.act.edu.au 

 
P&C President: Kylie O’Keeffe 
nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com 
Board Chair: Amani Kerr 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Nominations for 2021 School Board  

are open now. 
Nominations close: 11am Monday 22 

February 2021 
Voting opens: 11am Monday 1 March 2021 
Voting close: 11 am Tuesday 9 March 2021 

REMINDER 

CANBERRA DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

8 MARCH 

SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON THIS DAY 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Today’s Newsletter is our first ‘big’ one for the year! As I mentioned in an earlier 2021 Newsletter, 

each even week of the school term, we prepare a comprehensive Newsletter that includes learn-

ing information from each year level, showcase ‘learning pages’ with examples of children’s learn-

ing, P&C information, community notices, and a range of interest items about activities and op-

portunities.  In the ‘odd’ weeks, we provide a Newsletter that is a brief ‘back to back’ Update. 

Notes about important events, excursion etc are sent home/emailed on either a Tuesday or  

Thursday. 

 

This week, you will find the list of names for all our Learning Groups.  Kerry has provided the  

following information about the background to this year’s names: 

 

The choice of a Learning Group name is a journey of discovery, deep learning, brainstorming, ques-

tioning and collaboration.  At Neville Bonner Primary School we use the International Year theme 

as set by the United Nations to guide our thinking. This year it is the International Year of Creative 

Economy for Sustainable Development.  It is a complex, multi layered concept which interfaces 

culture, economy and creativity. It’s worth reading about on the United Nations website if you 

have the time.  

The children and the teachers have enjoyed the challenge of investigating the theme.  Their efforts 

have culminated in our Learning Group names of 2021. We look forward to further exploration of 

these ideas linked to our chosen names.  Ask your child the thinking that took place in their learn-

ing space to create the Learning Group name. 

Last week’s Swimming Carnival was a most enjoyable day for the children and staff.  Dickson Pool 

is a magnificent venue for our Carnival, providing shady spaces for our many water and land based 

activities.  The children who participated in the competitive events were amazing, many  

swimming in a range of events.  The pool staff complimented our school on its excellent carnival 

organisation and respectful behaviours of all the children.   

 

Next week, our year 6 children are off to Camp Cooba, near Cooma NSW.  It is especially exciting 

as we were unable to have Camps last year.  Camp Cooba offers fun, challenging team building 

activities that assist in developing respectful relationships amongst the children, setting them up 

for a focussed year of learning.  Year 5 will enjoy their camp a little later in the term. 

 

Reminders! 

Don’t forget that Canberra Day, 8 March is a public holiday 

Don’t forget to order your bulbs (see P&C News); the ones I bought last year were magnificent – 

Spring just sprang into colour!! 

 

Have a restful weekend. 

 

Fran 
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Year Teacher Learning Group Name 
  

Year Teacher Learning Group Name 

P MT Cheryl Lomandra Weavers 
  

2 Nikki Sensational Singers 

P MT Rebecca Sun Sharers 
  

2 Karen Musical Maestros 

P MT Mari Tram Travellers 
  

2 Jenny Curious Creators 

P MT Paula Terraformers 
  

2 Kate T Future Builders 

P TF Cheryl Inventive Convertors 
  

2 Tayla Gamechangers 

P TF Rebecca Nature Discovers 
  

3 Adrian Economy Explorers 

P TF Kathleen Inspiring Sparks 
  

3 Gen Code Constructors 

P TF Paula Rain Dancers 
  

3 Brittany H Solution Finders 

K Kevin Model Makers 
  

3 Kate P Elemental Navigators 

K Hannah Imaginative Investigators 
  

3 Beth Cosmos Researchers 

K Madeeha Artist Hands 
  

3 Chloe Dedicated Designers 

K Chris Flash of Lightning 
  

4 Callum Equitable Environmentalists 

K Verity Inquisitive Land Carers 
  

4 Mihalis Creative Thinkers 

K Maddie Star Observers 
  

4 Emily Reef Ruminators 

1 Keshia Ocean Wonderers 
  

4 Tony Journey Changers 

1 Natalie Trailblazers 
  

5 Jane Empowered Innovators 

1 Angela Glowing Imaginations 
  

5 Tarun/Mary Productive Pioneers 

1 Sarah B Global Citizens 
  

5 Belle Solar Architects 

1 Angie Marine Matters 
  

5 Andrew Kinetic Minds 

1 Janet Bee Heroes 
  

6 Nicole/Laura Eco Artists 

1 Sarah M Recycling Transformers 
  

6 Tam Renewable Engineers 

2 Alice Adventurous Archaeologists 
  

6 Courtney Changemakers 

Learning Group Names 2021 
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Preschool 
The preschool year has begun with enthusiasm and fun. The 

children have been enjoying getting to know the other chil-

dren in their Learning Group as well as the educators. The 

children have been very interested in creating incredible art-

works using paint, collage and natural materials. They have 

also been interested in building extensive towers, roads and 

cities using anything that will stack and/or click together. We 

have a large number of ‘scientists’ at Preschool, with children 

who are fascinated with how magnets work and connect to 

metal and other magnets. We have been enjoying the warmer 

weather outside and investigating all areas of the preschool 

yard. What an amazing first few weeks it’s been!  

We know the transition to big school can be exciting, nerve 

racking and a bit teary at times, but the children have done an 

amazing job and starting to build those relationships and con-

nections with their peers, educators and environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our group discussions have centred around our daily routines, 

including how to wash our hands and use the toilets. Topics of 

conversation also involve how to be sustainable such as 

putting our food scraps in the worm bins and discarded paper 

in the paper bins.  

We look forward to further getting to know each child in our 

Learning Groups, as well as fostering that connection between 

home and school.  

 
Kindergarten 
Wow! What a busy few week it has been in kindergarten! We 

have met new teachers, made new friends, explored our new 

learning areas and play spaces and have established our rou-

tines in Kindergarten.  Our kindergarten lessons have included 

lots of counting, singing the letters of the alphabet, writing, 

getting to know each other and developing our social skills, 

problem solving skills, creativity and oral language while learn-

ing through play.  We have had so much fun! Kindergarten is 

such a magical place. Each Learning Group teacher has been 

busy setting up dramatic play experiences that were deter-

mined after closely listening to the children’s interests and 

conversations.  These have included a Doctor’s surgery, Tesla 

factory, Dinosaur World, Fairy Garden, Home Corner Kitchen, 

Building Site, Car Race Track and Farmyard.   The children 

were asked to share some of their favourite things about the 

first weeks of Kindergarten. Here are their responses: 

Reading books- Mia, Playing-George and Logan, 

Playing and reading books about dinosaurs- Zohaib  

Playing outside on the hill-Milla  

 

We are looking forward to a fantastic year of learning and fun 

ahead! 

 
Year 1 
Welcome to Year 1! What a great start to our year we have 

had with getting to know our peers and teachers in our Learn-

ing Groups. We have been busy discussing ways to promote 

an inclusive Australia Day by designing artworks using Aborigi-

nal symbols that could be illuminated onto well-known build-

ings around Canberra, such as Telstra Tower, Parliament 

House, The National Portrait Gallery and The Carillion. 

We’ve been starting to explore ordinal number and how it is 

used to know the order people finish in a race. We  created 

paper aeroplanes to find out which plane could fly the  

furthest! 

 

We have also been learning how to construct sentences using 

inspiration from literature. Students made their own book 

about the text, ‘Where is the Green Sheep’. Using the text 

‘The Dot’, students discussed the events in the story and de-

signed their own artworks starting with a simple dot on the 

page. 
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Year 2 
Wow! What an amazing start to Term 1 2021! We cannot  

believe it is week four already! The Year 2 team have been 

engaging deeply into special and significant places to  

ourselves and to others. Key questions we have been  

discussing are: Where is a special place for you? and Why are 

places special and significant? We have also explored ways in 

which we can protect and care for these places.   

 

Where is a special place for you?  

Adelaide- “Home is a special place to me because it is where 

my pet cat Isis is.” 

Safal- “The grass is a special place to me because I can run 

around.”  

Xandra- “Home is special to me because I have my cats there.”  

Shivdesh- “Torres Strait because it’s a fun place to play.”  

Claire- “Home is a special place to me because I feel safe 

there.”  

Luca- “New Zealand because my Dad used to live there. It’s 

very nice.”  

The Year 2 team have also been exploring Earth’s resources 

and how nature provides us with the resources we use every 

day. Some of these we have looked at are water, soil, air,  

minerals, plants and animals. We have discovered Earth’s  

resources are precious, and we should use them wisely. We 

have also discussed ways to help save and care for these  

resources.  

What are some of nature’s resources that you have learnt 

about?  

Eva- “Wood, metal, air and water.”  

Girish- “Trees, metal, sticks, water and grass.”  

Sahbella- “Trees, birds and the worm farm. We can care for 

them by giving them food.”  

Rocco- “Don’t waste water. Don’t cut down Scar Trees.”  

Yasmin- “Turn off the lights.”  

Inaya- “Water, rocks, stones. Only use what we need.  

Honor-Blaze- “Flowers. Looking after them.” 

 

Year 3 
This week all Year 3 Learning Groups have started reading, 

‘The Jungle Book’ by Rudyard Kipling. They will be exploring 

the author’s word choices and summarising each chapter. We 

are excited to be able to compare the book to the movie at 

the end of the term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some of the comments children in Year 3 have al-

ready made: 

“I wonder if the movie will be very different to the book?” – 
Lani  
 
“It has lots of animals in it” - Liyara 
 
“It is an adventurous book” – Shiv 
 
“We found out that the wolves want to give the man’s cub 
back to the tiger.”- Thomas 
 
“The animals tried to kill the parents of the baby cub.” -Luka 

“I think the book is going to have a good ending because the 

frog has a name now. The fox is a mean character.”- Isuru 

“The story has good characters. I think the man’s parents will 

come back at the end.”-Vinuhari 

” The ending will be happy because the cub will find who he 

wants to live with.” -Freya 

“I think in a couple of pages the boy will climb the tree. The 

python will control his mind and tie him up.” – Daniel 

“I think the tiger is going to eat the man cub. The tiger said his 

parents ran away.”- Ali 

“I think the tiger will fight the dad wolf and the tiger might 

lose.”- Beau  

“The book is amazing! There are so many surprises!”- Pippa V. 

“There’s new words we are learning from the book all the 

time.”- Hajrah 

“The sentences are exciting!”- Maryam 

“It’s good. It gets your brain thinking about what happens 

next.”- Sophie 

“I like the book. I don’t know what is going to happen next. I 

think the tiger is going to do something.”- Rocco 
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Year 4 
Year 4 have been busy writing narratives.   

It has been fun to use our imaginations and we look forward 

to sharing our stories with you. 

We have also been exploring life cycles.  

 In particular the life cycle of a sunflower.   

 

 

 

 

 

“I like how we learn everything about narratives. It is really 

fun to write narratives, it lets your imagination run wild.”  

Sarah 

“I enjoyed learning about life cycles.” Rumaysa 

“I like narratives.” Kuvam 

“I like that you get more sunflowers.” Alice 

“I like that life cycles go on and on.” Orlando 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 
It’s great to be back at school and we have enjoyed getting 

reacquainted.  Year 5 have been learning about Earth  

Sciences. Space is the topic we will explore first. We  

investigated the planets and their sizes making a display to 

illustrate what we found out.  Did you know Pluto is no longer 

considered one of the planets of our solar system?  In 2006 it 

was declared a dwarf planet.   

Last Tuesday we enjoyed our annual Swimming Carnival at the 

Dickson Aquatic Centre. Some students competed in  

swimming races while others did fun water activities in  

rotations such as volleyball, the splash park and a game of 

beach tag on the sand. 

 

‘’The volleyball was fun.’’ Mariah  

‘’My favourite part was the waterpark as we all had fun  

together.”  Alisha  

‘’I liked when I got to race in freestyle.’’ Rhys  

 

 

‘’We got to cheer on our friends and team.’’ Connor  

‘’We got to see the students and some teachers race.  The 

teachers came first.’’ Ela  

 
Year 6 
Things are in full swing in Year 6! We have settled into our 
new building ‘Birimbigang’ which is a Ngunnawal word  
meaning ‘start of a new day’ and we have already got down to 
some very exciting learning. We are particularly keen on learn-
ing how to use that flash new 3D printer in our Humanities 
and Social Science (HASS) and Technology space. 
 
In Science, we have been learning about micro-organisms and 
have been experimenting with yeast. Did you know yeast 
needs water and sugar to thrive? AND while it is growing, 
yeast produces carbon dioxide which is what causes the holes 
in bread. Micro-organisms are really interesting! 
 
We are also very VERY excited about our upcoming trip to 
camp Cooba. We only have a few more sleeps to go and can 
hardly wait! 
 
Stay tuned to hear some tall and fantastical stories involving 
lots and lots of mud! 
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Bulb Fundraiser 
With autumn just around the corner, now is the perfect time to be stocking up on your spring flowering bulbs. This week you 
will have received the bulb fundraiser catalogue which is full of early, mid and late flowering bulbs suited to a variety of con-
ditions - and they’re all so pretty! What a great way to support the school and treat yourself to some spring colour all at the 
same time. 
To order simply fill in the details on the order form and return it (to the canteen, any day between 8:30am and 12pm) with 
your payment by Friday 5 March. There is room on each order form for several orders, so if you have friends or family who 
would like some bulbs, you can order for them too. Please note: we cannot accept orders without payment. 
Whilst we will accept cash payments, our preference is for direct deposit to the P&C bank account. Please make one payment 
for the total amount of your order to: 
Account Number: 10328615 
BSB: 062915   
Please put your surname and ‘bulb’’ as the reference and keep a record of your receipt number. Your bulbs will be available 
for pick up from the canteen during week 9 – date to be confirmed. 
 
Second Hand Uniform Shop 
Open Wednesdays 8.30am-9.30am near the canteen. If you have any good quality uniforms you no longer need, please con-
sider dropping them at the front office as a donation to our second hand uniform shop. 
  
Canteen 
Open for lunch Mon-Fri. Order on Flexischools or by cash to the canteen between 8.30am and 9am. 
  
Birthday Catering 
Orders can be placed at the canteen between 8.30am and 12pm, or via email nevillebonnerps.pandc@gmail.com. Cost is $30 
per class (cash only). 

Library News 

I am pleased to be able to open the library again from 8:30am to 8:55am every Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday morning. I really enjoy seeing children reading  

together with a family member or with friends. I have already had some wonderful con-

versations with children about favourite books/ series, characters etc… and I am available 

to recommend books or introduce new titles.                    

 So come in and enjoy a book or two! 

          

Jane Hellyar - Librarian 
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Head Lice 

Please read the information attached to this 

newsletter about head lice, how to minimise 

the risk and treatment. 

Home Reading at Neville Bonner Primary School 

Keep an eye out for your child’s home  

reading book coming home soon. 

 

KINDERGARTEN HEALTH CHECKS  

ACT COMMUNITY HEALTH 

This week, Kindergarten children brought home an  

envelope containing important information about the  

Kindergarten Health Check program. Please compete the 

questionnaire and return to school no later then  

TUESDAY 2 MARCH. 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 

Our teachers are making the children's  

birthdays special by celebrating in their Learning 

Groups. Due to ongoing COVID restrictions we ask 

that no food or treats are brought in from outside 

to share at school. This includes items bought 

from a store which are individually wrapped. Our 

canteen offers celebration cupcakes which can be 

ordered from the canteen. Please see  

further information in this newsletter.  

CANTEEN NEWS 

Over the counter sales have returned!! On the following days, children are able to purchase snacks 

over the counter at the canteen. This is a great opportunity for the children to use ‘real’ money in 

real life situation—an important component of financial literacy. 

THURSDAYS: Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year2 

FRIDAYS: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Teachers will look after canteen money until it is time to purchase. 

Please note: Preschool children do not participate in over the counter sales at this stage of the year. 
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Home Learning will be rolled out across all Kindergarten to Year 6 Learning 

Groups in week 5. 

By Friday of next week (week 5), all families will receive the following: 

• Your child’s email address and password to access ACT devices and software programs 

• Reading Eggs Login 

• Mathletics Login 

• Soundwaves Spelling Login 

• A home reading pouch containing a home reading log and your child’s first home reader or  

 negotiated novel for home reading 

* Children in years 3 – 6 will also receive their fortnightly YOLO (Your Optional Learning Opportunity) 

tasks, which will include short English, Mathematics and Science or Hass activities for the week 6 and 7. 

If your child does not bring these items home by the end of next week, please contact your child’s  

Learning Group teacher by calling Reception.  

Ripple Kindness 

A little background about the program: 

Ripple Kindness focusses on promoting positive emotions and embedding strong  

interpersonal skills. The aim of the program is for good values, emotional competency, 

and strong interpersonal skills to become intrinsic life-long traits that equip each child 

with the tools to succeed throughout their schooling and beyond. 

Kindness is the key to promoting respectful, empathic, caring, and compassionate  

communities.  

Every fortnight from preschool to Year 6 we have a fortnightly focus topic with activities 

on these topics. 

So far in Term 1 our topics include: 

Weeks 1 and 2- Getting to Know You /Who Am I?  

Weeks 3 and 4- Understanding Emotions- Some activities include What Feelings Look Like, 

What’s That Feeling? And Gauging Emotions. 

Weeks 5 and 6- Social Connections- Activities to support include A Good Friend, Spotlight 

and We’re All Wonders. 
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Student Access Codes for Soundwaves on-line will be sent home to families next week, as part of our Home Learn-
ing roll-out. 
 
The children can use their code to access www.soundwaveskids.com.au for the following activities. 
 

• Practise pronunciation: Watch the Pronunciation and Chant and Action videos in the Sound Info Kit available 
 within every Sound Unit. These videos are great for modelling and practising the correct pronunciation of a 
 focus sound. 

• Sing along to all 43 sounds: Also available within the Sound Info Kit are two video clips of songs that feature 
 all of the 43 sounds – great for a singalong. 

• Play the interactive games: Games such as Match Up, Unjumbler, Grapheme Trek and Grapheme Sort are 
available in every Sound Unit and are a fun and engaging way to work with the week ’s List Words. 

 
The following units are the unit’s children will be completing in weeks 5 and 6. If you have any concerns about 
your child accessing Soundwaves online, once codes have been sent home, please contact your child ’s Learning 
Group teacher. 

 
   

Week 5, 1-5 March Week 6, 9-12 March 

Kindergarten 

  
  
  

  

Years 1 - 6 
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Year 1 Marine Matters 
Recently our Learning Group invited Viv our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Officer to  
visit us. Viv read us a story called, ‘Sorry, Sorry’. A book that shared with us the history of Aboriginal  

people. She taught us some history about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags.  
This is what the children had to say about our learning:  

 

  

 

“It was awesome that Viv came. I like listening to the stories.” – Arius  

“ I like the part in the story when the boat came and everyone was friends.” - Isabel 

“I asked Viv why aboriginal people dance. She told me they dance the same  

reason I do.”- Bahn 

“I learnt that red on the Aboriginal flag is earth.”- Maria 

“We liked singing ‘kookaburra sings in an old gum tree’. We used the Ngunnawal 

word Guginya for kookaburra. That was so much fun.” –  Zander  

“I liked the rhyming words in the kookaburra song.” – Dhuthi 

“I like the word ‘Guginya’ in the song, it sounds like a fun word.” - Danyom 

“I asked Viv why the white people took the Aboriginal countries.” – Bevis 

 

“Australia Day is the day white people came and took over the country.” -Maxwell  

 

“We learnt everyone should be kind to each other.” – Natalia  

 

“The story was about white people coming to Ngunnawal land and how the Ngunnawal people  
taught the white people how to hunt for food” - Omar   
 
“That is so sad what happened a long time ago.” – Toby 

 

“The Aboriginal people helped white people build houses.” – Ivy 

 

“I liked the beginning of the story when white people and Aboriginal people  

were friends.” – Taisoni 

 

“Viv made learning about Aboriginal people so much fun.” – Amy 

Anne Maxine Kerr and Marda Pitt (2014) 

Our Learning Group’s  

acknowledgement to country: 

“Thank you for the land. 

Thank you for the mountains.  

Thank you for the animals. 

Thank you for our friends. 

We learn, play and live on 

Ngunnawal Land.  

Thank you Ngunnawal people.” 
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